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THE W ITED SI' .ATES OF AL~ICA, et al 

- vs-

~. Sadao, et a l 

Sworn Deposition 

Deponent : AUDO, Kyoshiro 

Having first duly sworn en oath as on attached sheet and in 

ecoordanoe with the procedure followed in 'frG' country I hereby depose 

as follows. 

I. ANDO, r<yoshiro, make oath an say es tollows1 

1 . I, ANDO, I<Yoshiro . served es Chief of the Police Affairs Bureau in 

the Home Ministry under Home Minister Mlrquie KIOO from January, 

1939 to September, the seme year. As Chief of the Police Arfai~~ 

Bureau I was charged with t he duty of maintaining pe~ce and or der 

throughout Japan. Jn cerrying out this duty I had a network of 

officials throughout Japan who gave me informat i on and I had 

authority .to issue instructions to t he Folice t hroughout the coun-

try so t hat law and order would be maint ained . As head of the 

Bureau, reports were sent to me on unrest or poss ible disturbances 

when they appeared in any part of Japan. From these report I was 

informed that the development of the China Affair and the growi ng 
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tense situation ot E~rope wee creating unrest emong the people. 
/ 

In addition in 1939 . the public was paying increasingly close 

attention to the question of the conclusion of e tripartite military 

pact between Japan, Germany end Italy. I received reports that 

Rightist t;roups contended that it would be absolutely necessary t o 

conclude the tripartite military pact , ~hile those opposed to the 

pact counselled caution in hondling the question . How to appr oach 

the que~t i on on the part of the Go vernment had an important beer-

ing on the maintenance of peace end order at home. 

2. During the t ime M:irquis XIDO was Home Minister . the Cabinet used 

to meet every Tuesday and Friday. Prior to the meeting of the 

Cabinet, the Vice Home Minister , the Chief of the ~tolopoliten 

Police in Tokyo and I exchanged reports on the question of law and 

order throughout Japan end after the exchange of our reports we 

would then meet w1 th KIDO and make a full report to him so that 

he could be informed of conditions and report to the Cabinet if 

necesary. We advised 1-hrquis KlDO to pay the most serious att en-

tion to the maintenance of peace and order at home in connecti on 

with the question of the Tripartite Military Paet owing to the 

reports we had received ot the possibility of unrest in the country. 

3. The Five i~nister Conference which was disc~ssing the military pact 

between Japan, Germany and Italy met on mor e then seventy occasions 
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between Mlrch and .AugU8t, 1939. During this period of time P.~rquis 

KIDO expressed his feel ings to us which can be swmarized as follows: 

"The question of the Mili t ery Peet is no\11 being cautiously studied 

by the Five Minister Conference . I hope that the conference will 

arrive at a most proper conclusion for t~e sake of the future of 

the state . Pending its decision I am moro interested in seeing 

that law end order ere maintained at home for the sake of settle-

ment of the China Affair es well as maintenance of peace and order 

at homa. It would be unfortunate to see the Five Minister Con-

f er ence break down due to divergence of views between tho Army and 

Navy. If the ArrrrJ and Navy disagree I fear the militaristic 

rightists will cause incidents to occur throughout our land. The 

government should essume full responsibility for the dispositi on 

ot the question one way or the othor on the basis of its long range 

view ot the future of the stato. I am strongly opposed to any act 

which ·aould hasten tho conclusion of the Mili tery Pac.t by stimu-

lating tho public opinion with a pOpular drive launched for that 

purpose on the part of the civilians .~ 

In pursuance of iilrquis KIDO'e intentions, just referred to, I 

took chargo of police control in connection with this question. 

late in July, however , divergence of views developed between the 

!rt1lY and~ on the control of the agitation .for hastening up the 

eonclusion of tho military pact, which tact I reported to the ·.· 
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!Unister ot Home Affairs. But this problem solved itself with tho 

conclusion of a non-eggrossion pact betueen Germany end the Soviet 

Ulion. 

4. In short, from my conversations with him, I learned about the con­

cern Mlrquis KIDO had in the tri partite l"J litary pact es member of 

tho 1URANl1t/Jl Cabinet was mintcnance of 1 . .Jace and order &t home , 

Which his official duty dictated him to ~efeguerd, but '1hich a 

possible head- on clash between the Army ond the Navy threatened t o 

ondenger. 

On this S day ot ~. 1947 

At I.M.T .F.E. 

DEFONENl'' ANDO, l{yoshiro (seal) 

I . HOZUMI. Shigetalc! hereby certity that the above statement was 

euarn by the Deponent, who affixed hia signature end seal theroto in 

the prosenco ot thie witness. 

On tho seme date 

At eemo ploce 

Witnessr /S/ EOZUlAI, Shisetaka {seal) 

OATH 

In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the wholo truth 
.. 

uithholding nothing end adding nothing . 

/S/ ANDO, t<;yoshiro {seal) 
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