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Investigation Committee of the Privy Council on the Treaty 
between Japan and France for r esidence and navigation re-
l:i ting to French ludo-China t'nd on the Treaty between Japan 
and Fronce concerning t he t ariff system and trnde and method 
of its settlement between J Dprn and Indo-China, presented 
for ratification. 

Held on June 16 {Monday} 1941 at the office of the Privy 
Council. 

Attended by: Presidents HARA 
CoDltlittee Chairman 
and Counoillori ISHIZUKA 

Committeemen and 
Councillorsi S:IIMIZU ll&t&tti- t14 TS u I 

SUGAWARA, -¥tdra.i- Fu~A I 
TAKEGOSHI, &U.ts\l9Ri l'117Sor:AI I 

Sta te Ministers: 
Foreign V.in1ster 
Finance 11 

Commerce & Industry Minlster 
Agriculture & Forestry 11 

MA'lSYOYJi 
KAWADA 
TOYOTA 
INO 

Explainers: 
Director of Bureau of Legisletion 
Councillor of the Bure~u of 11 

Councillor of the Bu·r .3l"U of " 
Director of t he P:n!!:.i . .:..ng Bu!'eau 
Director of the '.t.'r eaty Bure~u, 

Foreign Office 
" " " 9'r ade Eurenu 11 " 

Foreign Office Secretar y 

MlmASE 
MORIYAMA 
UIYAUCHI 
TAKEUCHI 

MATSUMOTO 
MIZUMO 
NISHIMURA 

" " Administrative official HAGA 
tf It " " NAGAI 
" u " MIT SUTO " Director of Taxation Bureau, 

Fin~nce Ministry MATSUKUMA 
" " E:<tchange Bureau " " !I/l.RAGUCHI 

Engineer of tne Finnnce ~epartment ITO 
Agriculture & Forestry Vice-Minister MIURA 
Secretary of the Foodstuff Contr~·l 

Bureau of the Agriculture & Forestry 
Department ISHIKAWA 

Director of the Trade Bureau ISIIIGURO 
Commodities Adju~tment Official of the 

Commerce and Industry Department UEMATSU 
Director of the Southern Area Coloni-

zation Bureau of the Colonial Dept. 
Secretary of the Colonial Department 
Chief Si:!cretary 
Secretary 
Secretary 

KAWAMURA 
KAWAMOTO 
HOR IE 
MOR OHASHI 
TAKATSUJI 
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The meeting sat at 10:05 ~M. The Chairman announced 
the opening of the session. Foreign Minister MATSUOKA ex­
pla ined nbout the circucstances which have led the various 
engr.geme~ts 1n ouest1on to the conclusion. 

Coi.iM1 tt-3oman SEIMIZU inquired of the following points: 
Firs·" , v1hothcr shrines con be established in Fren~h Indo·· 
China ; seco:ld, whether there are any rights and interests 
grant ed to f oreigners living in French Indo-China. 

About the first que~tion Foreign Minister MATSUOKA 
r eplied, "It will be practically decided with the change of 
c ircumstances'!~ About the second question1 Director of 
the Foreign Office Trade Bureeu ?':!ZUNO replied, "No rights 
and interests are permitted generally to foreigners• the 
only interest so far granted is the one for collecting rubber 
to an American; consequently there is only a limited room 
in which the most favored nation cl&use can be applied but 
as the conditions for establishing D compAny with Franco­
Japanese joint investment h3s beenesed it would be possible 
to operote speciel enterprises thereby". 

Conuritteeman MATSUI expressed his hope to the effect 
that Ja pan might take a lenient attitude toward French Indo­
China and contribute to a rapprochement between the two 
countries in putting into effect the engagements in view. 

CoJJDr.it t eeman SUGAWt.RA inquired of whether there is any 
necessity of exerting Japanese political power, especially 
over the south of French Indo-China, in~ecuting the arrange­
ments cover ed by the ·l'ree ty in question and Foreign Minister 
MATSFOKA r eplied, '·I h3vc been c.:msidering 1 t carefully". 

Committee:ma!l FlJK!\I in~r.i::.r· e:l of whether the shrine 
Shintoistr./Jinja comes ·.u.ae: tbe cntegory of what is t ermed 
r eligion in this Treaty; an~ on this question Foreign 
Minister Mt\TSUOKA r eplied, "On the part of JP.pan we believe 
we can take the position to r egard the shrine as sort of 
religion no n1atter what its nE: ture is and, I advocate, its 
believing in is quit e free to any one but I hope this prob­
l em should be solve:i \1 !.thou-C making recourse to such allega-
tion". 

Committeemen TAKEGGSHI and MITSUCHI inquired of whether 
there is any anxiety in performing her duty vthich French 
Indo-China owes to JA pen concerning the supply of rice and 
rubber, etc. to Japan, end on this question Foreign Minister 
MATSUOKA replied, "She will perform her duty as arranged, 
without fail, unless some unexpected situation hoppens". 

Committeeman MITSUCHI also inouired of the influence 
which will be brought about upon French Indo-China and Thai­
l and by the interruption of Japanese-Netherlands negotiations 
r egarding Dutch East Indies, and on this question Foreign 
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Minister MATSPOKA r eplied, "There wfll be no speci:J:. 
influence but we w:!.11 pny full attention to it". 

Recess from 0.05 to 1.40 p.m. 

Co'iwii ttcemen SI:IlfI ZU and Mt1.TSUI inquired of the 
future prospect ebout the development of J~p~ncse treda 
with French Indo-Chine , ~nd on this ques tion Director of 
the Fore:i gn Off ice Trade Bure~u, ?FI ZUNO, r eplied, "French 
Indo-C hir.a is be ing af ~ected by tho European Wo r end hor 
rnc t cri~ ls w!1ich h~d been inr:1orted fr om her homel Pnd end 
other countries hnve considar cbly dcc~ersed; therefore 
by the ~rrangernent of this Trea ty the ~Up .JlY of commodi­
ties fr om Jr.pen such es cotton yf'rn ~nd cloth~ AS VTell e.s 
dry gooos, etc. will be r emarkfl bly incret'sed so as to 
r each D tot" l of 70,000,000 or 80, 000 , 000 yen". }.·:IZUNO 
also r eplieu, "Because the products excepting rubber 
which grow in French Indo-China car.not be exported general­
ly to third countries t h£' 1r export to JFpan ri:ill be car­
ried out smoothly and a~on~ these exoorts rice will areount 
to 80,000,000 yen r.nd t he others to ao,000,000 yen". 

Col".mitteeman SUGA'df.Rh inquired of the rice circum­
st~nces in J~ p~n in connEct1on with its import fro~ 
Fr o-ich Indo-Chin~ , end on thts question Agriculture and 
Forestry Minister INO expl r incd, "The shortage in the 
supply of rice for the curront fiscal period on r.ice rtas 
ot the outsc:j; · estir.i.eted to be 12,ooo,ooo koku. In view 
hereof, rm heve rnPde fl pl f'n to cover this shortage of these 
~~th· 9 ;000,000 ~{olru to i:;e irport C'd fror· French Indo-China, 
'J. he il~nd l"nd Burm~ , the r est by rneking a cut of the con­
sumption or t:r decre.'.lsing the quontity of rlce to b e 
carried ov0r to th~ noxt yeor; and this plrn is proceed­
ing nearly tt s arrt'nged, so ne f ocl no woro worry about 
the rice circumstences of this ye<'r 11 • 

Committe~man FUKhI inauired of t he mcnning of the 
word "perfect", as i s ~rr.plo!•cd in Article 1, per ngr eph 9 
of this Treaty, anc1 on tl1is r.th:stion Director of t he 
Forei gn Of.~ ice '1'rcde Bt:r cm1 li IZlTHO r ~plied "The word 
'perfect' w~s only " Sod follcwing the trad itioncil usage 
Fnd it mecnt, a s indice t ed in th~ t ext of this Tre~ty, 
th?t VIe should lldherc to the l m1 of t he r espective 
countries concerned"., 

Committeemen MITSUCHI inquired of the future outlook 
r bout the rice problem, end on this question the Agricul­
ture rmd Forestry lf.i n.ister INO cxpl~ined, "The rice con­
stunption in Jap~n being increa sed, it became impossible to 
meet the d err.~nd for t wo or three ycnrs hGr cAfter with the 
rice r roduccd in J r.prn , so Ja!Jrn must t ckc steps on the 
one hr·nd to en!=;ure the i mpol'.' t of foreign rice , 2nd on the 
other hnnd by est~ bli~hing e ten yeClr 's progr .r?m, with tho '.1 
O'bJoot o!, bcro:-ai:cg- rico nr.d whoo.t pro«.Ut:t°'i't>p, rr.d, tllnf~h{'tb~. 
npplic~ti or. of Rr~ble l~~d development l nw, etc. 
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Japan will be able to make the demand and its sup~lv 
properly balanced approximately four years later. 

'Pre~ident HARA inquired of the marine transport 
progr l.l rr. and Conu.icrce .?nd Industry Minister TOYOTA replied , 
"The rnar.tne traneportl' tion is in a critical state owing 
to the marked decrease of chArter ships (chartered ship­
ping facilities amounted to a total tonnage of 9,0001000 
tons 1Jnnually up to last year but will not exceed lOo,ooo 
tons this year) incr ep~e in the number of ships commandeered 
for rnili·t,ary purposes r-•• 1d decreo se in newly bull t ships; 
end vre arE> now exerting all our ef forts in transporting 
chiefly rice, coal nnd ironn. 

Chairman ISHI~JY.A inquired of the r elationship between 
the "t'eason why thi s protocol should not be officielly 
announced and the actual et'fect t and on this question 
Directo~ of the Foreign Office Trade Bureau MIZUNO replied, 
"We intend to gradually enforce the purports of this pro­
tocol and to extend Japnnese influence by degrees and it 
will be inevitable that this protocol will eventually come 
to t he lmov;ledge of third powers 11 • 

At this stage the Cha irman, cons idering the inter­
pellations as having come to an end1 r equested the Ministers 
one& Exploiners to withdraw. The state Ministers and Ex-
plainers r etired . t..nd then r.1fter con~ultation among the 
Committeemen it was decided to give a unnnimous approval to 
this proposition as it is in ~nt1ctpat1on thot the Govern­
ment should oxert sufficient efforts in obtaining the de­
sired r esults. 

It v.ra s decided to entrust the Cha i rman with the ~.raw­
ing up of a r eport on this investigation. 

Cha irman ISHIZUKA thereupon declared the meeting as 
ha Ying come to an end . (The n1eeting closed at 3 s 25' PM). 
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