Sadao, et al

SWORN DEPOSITION

gl ; el R
UM OIKAWA, Koshiro

e e i . ]

baving fiest duly sworn an oath as on attacred sheet and
in accoraance with the odrocedure folloved in my country 1
a8 followa:
former 4admniral in the davy. I vas appointed lavy
inister in the Third konoye Cabinet on July 13, 1941, and
scrved In that caj’zcity until the said Cabinet resigned on Oect.

16, 1941, During my temuire of office OKA, Tak~zumi, ves the

.______,__:r_ L

Director of the Naval aff-wirs Bureau.

I attende ! the Liaison Conferences betwean the Imnericl

Heudquartors ind the Government, fThis was a zathering of the

high ranking men in the Swpreme Command, that is Chief of Army

¥
Li

General Staff, Chief of “aval General Staff, Deputy Criefs of
botl Staffs and the Crbinct hin'sters representing the Govern-
wment, in order ta'hﬁiaﬁ bout an understanding betwoen the

m

Doliticil functions and the Sunrome Comnand. The meectineg was
n g W

not form.lly arranged, the discussions were informal.and no vot .a
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Were tukeny The mattops which wors unianimously agreed unon at

thoe Linlson Confercnece were eurried out by Govermment or@dans

or the Supreme Command in the regular channels. The Linison Con~

feronce not being an offiecinl organ, thereforc it is not an

organ which is charged with “soonsibility, it was simply held

for the convenicnee of those durties concerned vho met and discus-

sed matters informillys. Fror that rcason the risponsibility of the

Chiefs of Staff of both scrvices ind of the 8t.tc Ministors could

not be diminished or ilt.red on “erount of the Liaison &onferencess
OKA, attendcd the Linison Gonfor nens in the capreity of

"KANJI" or Secretary, but wes "JiUi.ll" op O0fficial Clerk of the

Confercne.:, and not a membor of the Conferencos. Therefoére, he

did not affixe his sijiture to matters takon un at thé¢ Conferenco.

In tho euvdnelty of Seeretary OKA could only make exvolanations at

the Confercnecc when he was usked to do so by 2 membor of the Con-

ferecnce. He had no part in the discussion, and he hndbnothing

to do with the making of any decisions whatsoever. His orimary
duty was to supoly information to the members when called uoon to
40 80,

OKA likewlse usually attended the Imoerial Conforonces with
the Navy Ministor if not ordered to g0 elscwhare. His presence
1t the Imderial Conforences 6Ave him no right of cxprossion or
voting, and he had no vicec 1t the Conferenco.

OKA as Dir:ctor of Waval Affailrs Burcau attended the meet-

ings of the Investigation Committoe of the Privy Counecil as
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ttichod groat cxovatationsto it. 2 requisitioncd the merchunte-
HITTA SARU for that opuriosc and completo i A1) praparations.
80 of his intonse intercst in the nagotiations I had unoffi-
6ially sleéf:H;K;ijun VA as onc of tho Naoval attondants to tho
8uitc of Princc KONOYI.

UeS. Javaneso nogotintions did not
nike the pdrogreoss which we had exnoeted and necording to the "Oute
lincs on Accomdplishment of ths Emwiro's National Poliey," which
Was anoroved at the Imoorinl Confurencs of 6 3octembor we had to
1ocide our attitude towards tho continuition of the United Statcs
Jidunese negotiations. WNeedless to say the Havy did all it could
to ?"oid'mnr with the Unitcd Statoes. «nd this sentiment zmong
naval eireles was communicatod to fromior KOMO¥d, In the midat
of such eclroumst-neces, ths reasons for mtrusting the deeision as
to whother or not we should continue nogotiations to the Prime
Ministor was becauso I considorcd the- following: name

1t was my opinion that if the Favy mnde a2 jublic announcee
nont that it "lacked confidonec in fighting the United Stntas,"
it would lecad to (ercatc) the disruption of nation-: o>inions,
causc the pltting of the Army against the “avy and conscquently
dovelon into a grave internal problom. 4s the ?rime Minister too

waa of exactly the same opinion 8 the Navy, and this problem,

morcover, had an imoortant bearing on the overally nitional strength

and honee should not be dogmatically concluded so0lcly on the busis

- i -
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of thc Navy's standooint,

Whon OKA statod to Acnji Tomita then tho Chicf Scerotary of
the Cabinct in answor to an inquiry from MUTO that the Navy could
not state thut it could not fisht he was conveying the intention
sXbrossed by me as davy dinisters I had previously informed T0OJO
that the greatest work confronting Japan at the moment was thé
termination of the China affair, and that L could not make publie
the fact that the Army 2nd Navy had opnosing vicws thereon, and
that we ought first to lcot Prim: iinistoer KONOYZ deccide and then
abide by this decision. It is incontravertibls that at that timo

"OKA was my subordinate and was in no position to makc any deeision
on his own authority as to whcether or not the Havy could wage war,
I hod many convsrsations with OKa concerning the Japanesc-amorican
negotiations, nnd he cxpressed himself strongly in favor of con-

Sinuing such ncgotiations. .t the time of my rosignation as Navy

Minister, OKA romainsd as Dircetor of Naval Affairs Burecau duc to

the foet that his term of shore service, which vwas ordinarily

fixcd at two years, and the term of office of both the Vicc
Minister of Navy and Dircetor of Yaval sffairs Burcocu had another
vear to run, OKA tondored his rosignations, but since his torm of
officc had not yet expired, such n rcequcst was denicd, and I told
OK.4 that ho and the Viecc Minister should remain in the Navy fMini-
stry and continus to do evcerything in their power to bring about

a compromise in thc american-Japanosc ncgotiantions.

-5-
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In the davy it was customary whon o new Ministor was appointod
not to shift those bolow the Vieo Ministor, thorcforo, regard-
lise of vhocver th: Primo hinlstor might have becn thon, versonnol
balow the rank of Viec Ministor vere not affactud thoreby.

On this 10th day of Oct. 1947,

at Tokyo.

DEPOMENT: OIKAWA, hoshiro

I, SOMIY;, Shinji, PFrurchy cortify that the above statoment

was sworn b the Beponent, who «.ffix.d his sl gnaturec and scal thopes
to in the orosonce of this witnoss.
On the same date,

at tho samc placce

Witness: SO IYi, Shinji

OATH

In noeordanco vith my eonscicneo I swoar to toll the whole

truth withholding nothinz and adding nothing,

OIKA' i, Koshiro
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