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:~ · ~ _-,, l , Sadao , ot a.l 

i.a.vin.; first dul,r s\·:or:i nn oo.th as on ut ... acrac: sheet and 

in uccorcbnce \'!:ith t'.1e )J."Oced·u ·o f0llo\"r;d in "17 coa ntry I 

~or0by deJose ~s foll~ s : 

I • as a for~er ~d~iral in the ~~vy . I ~a s ap}ointed llavy 

l nt stor in t~e Third konoyc Ca b inet on July l~ , 1941, and 

scrv0d ln tha t ca} : cit; unt tl th e snid Cabinet rcsiGno~ on Oct . 

lG , 1941 . D• t.ri~.s ''"Y t e nure of offico OKA , Tnlczumi , r •e.s the 

Director of t he Nav~ l ~ff ~1rs &trcau . 

1 ·i.tt endc ! t~1e .Lii \ Lson C:>nf'Gronces be tween t~e !Moo:-i-:..1 

H6.~dqn·.lrt '.:r s ..lnd t 'le Go,rornnGnt • This \'11"\S :s~ therint; of the 

hl;l: r-.nkin6 ~.1en i ·., t he •:nprv"lG Com.>;1r..nd , t'1."lt is Chief of Army 

'bot!~ St 'i.ffs 'l::1d t ho C:. bi net ti in · sters rcpr "s e"'l t ing the Gove rn-

·nont , in ordc T' to br iv1~ :'l)out :m underst·mdl,1~ bP.t\''CEm the 

Joli t i c \1 f •.mctions 11.1d t ho SuQrnme Com"ll"".nrl . The meP ting w~.s 

not form . lly \r:'r :ln:-;ud , the discussions '"oro i11f'orin --,l.[~nd no vot :; 
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wer0 tdrnn , 'l'he ""' tt 0r 8 wh1 ch v:ur o ur.111.nimous ly ngr oed ui;>on a t 

tho Ltnlson Confercmco wore: Ct.l rrie d out by Gove r runent o~ans 

or the Su.pr dme Commrm ct in th e: "'Ogulnr cha nne ls . The Lin is on Con­

ferunc~ not buing nn off icinl org~n , the r e fore it is n ot nn 

organ Which is c '\.:.rg\:d w 1th ,...,:sool"lsi h il i ty, it w1. s simply he ld 

for tho conveniuncc of those ourtins concorned '"ho met l."'.nd discus-

s od ma tt ti rs inforrn·-.L ly . l<or thr~t r c-:.son t he r 0s:;>o'1sibility of the 

Chie fs of St 'l.ff of both s~rvic~ s 1nd of thn 3t._ t ~ kinistc rs could 

not be diminishe d or ·::lt ,, re;d on ac .~ount of the Lia ison e onforence s e 

OKA , !l. tto11d0d th0 Li"'. is on Oonfcr-1nc11 s in tho C'l.;;:>r.ci ty of 

'' KAN.TI" or Secret . .;. .ry, but y:r'. s ' ' ~TH"Ui' .• "H'' or Offici:ll Clerk of th e 

Confot'onc .. •, 1nd not o. mu:nbo:t" of the Confe r Esnce . Therefore , ho 

did n ot rl1fixo his sij~nturu to mn.tt ors taken uo ~ t the Confer (Jnco . 

I n t ho c ·19ncity of Secrotnry 01\A could only tll'lk0 ex -;> l a.n a.tions n. t 

tho Conf<:1renco when h.0 wns a sked to do so by 1. !ncmbcr of the Con-

f orcnce . He hr: d no p'!.rt in t ho discussion , nnd he hf'. d nothing 

to d o with tho ::nn.king of '1ny dc.:cis ions whntsoovor . His ori rnary 

duty wu s to supi;>ly i nforma tion to the membe rs whe n c~ lled u pon t o 

do so , 

OKA l ikowiso usunlly nttendod the Im:>erinl Conforcncos with 

tho l~nvy M1n1stor i f not ordorod to go e ls0wh0 r d . His p r osenco 

'lt th o Irn.:> eri~11 · Confe r encu s Bl\Vtl h1Jll no right of exprci ss i on or 

votinc; , nnd h e h .'J.d no vie<., 'l t tho Confor onao. 

OKA as Dir ictor of ih vr~ l Aff'lirR Buro"l.u 1. tt 0ndod tho mo\1t-

ing s of tho Invo 3tig'lt1on Conunitt oe of tho Pr ivy Counci l as 

" . - .. -

' 

PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/c853eb/



D..: f . Doc . l!o . 2761 

'

11

JXJ l :,in.:r" onl:r ~· h ;n i:w sti 0 .ti on il1volv :d '"l'\ t t-ors pc;rt a. i n in:;S 

to the l~avy , lL Vf'."\S n(; V.; r )~. :rmittod to ox pr·, ss hiros o lf o r vot .J 

··. t such mG,~ tings , -'lnd could no t t c:..k , p l l:'t i n th1, d ci s ions · h i ch 

v·1 ,r1.. c.rriv c,d .. t . it w·1s h i s dut~r to p r •; s cnt rht<J 1 •hich v•o.s r o ­

·!Uir<.d f?:• th N:i VJ Mi ni st · r •: ~on hu spok• 1. t ~uc:h :-- . t in:;s . Tho r r, 

' ,, t' \, 1.lso 
11

1XOl ·1ine :rs" ft'om ot hnr ,•:lni nt c ri:: , VJ~") :.ttcndcd th• sc 

mJ tln~s , bu t the ir cr0 ~J~cc d t d n o t ~ffoct t~~ ~~c:sion s rc~ chcd 

•. t 3UCP mc ': t1 '1gs . 'f~:, )I' .;)r~ :r -.. tion of t hu '<>'1h f-, r. thc s ~: mnotingt 

r i3 )r :iJCl r od b~r tho ?riv:/ Council its1.; lf , ".nd ::> .... ~ .s t hu Dir•; ctor 

of \ 'l.V'::. l .Sf:l irn Surc~u d.!.d ·~ 1Jt 'ttt .. :nd t h1J :n',•: ti ·1::; s of tho .?rivy 

Cou ,cil . 

Cu~ a s Dir0 ctor of i!::-.v::i l aff'1 ir3 '3nr-:uu did ·~o t ':it t ond nny 

of t h0 C~bino~ mo1ting s . 

During m:; t o:1urv of of f i c c~ ·i. s i.l".v. · !Hnist •.) r , OK.~ r. lv.:r~ ~rs 't Ct <. 

u·rict.~r my comm~nds a nd ord.:)rs , .. \nd ?V:\11, r lCt od u )On h is own !)c rso· 

o ) inion . 'l'hc. t Wft s not on l :· d"..lc to 00•1 r ·m 1,nt ors-~!'liZ '". tion, but 

I o b s< .. rvod th~ t OK:\. 1r~ s not t hr .. t-;'1 <, of ). rso!'l 1 ... ho '\Cto d in d is ­

rc~~rd of his supor iors . 

'l'b, oosit ion of D.l.c- ctor o f :1 tv·1l a f'.f·1 ir '3 ·~ur,~~n a t tho Illl-

Vic ·. : ; ~,v·- ; i nis t er , Diro c -

tor of •:obiliza.tion 3u ,.., ·:'..:. !1nri tr·o '>r trr .. , Clti Is of Se ctions , 

\'nS thv. t of nn ;.ide to t',. '·;1. v:• :.:.n i ~~t. r \"it,l1i 1 t:1. Im~)(:ri[l l 

lfo11dqua.rt·)rn ; ho\•1 :v ·:r , so f.:.r . s .L .:'! '.'"1.r•, Yl l t lte:r. I n or OI'.:.1, as 

Dir ctor of i!-: v 'l l .Sfr~i.r>s Bnr 1;0.u , •;''· ,:' r, t "'.; 1-nrl c l : .. n:r of t ho con­

f•1 r1.P1c o s of the Im-:> .ri::tl Ji ..... :..ck1w~rrur~J d•,:-·!nt; m.r t..,11ur 1 of offi c 0 . 

In ,;•1rl y · ~u .;ust 1J41 r:h0n v• o \"i;r.1 t0 ~ l by _>r1 ~1c .: KO!'TOY.J; .'.lbout 

int ... n tions of ., clir0ct c o:1f .. rem c c \ .. :. :.,h E .! .. s iCh lt Roosuv .= l t we 
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sh i.;> : 1 IT'l·1~ . •11.~'J for t:1'1t 9ur)O S\J '.-nd comp l nt .. ; l : 11 ~rnp:"?. r'1. tions . 

~) C ', lS~} of his intons 0 i:1t t,.l"Ost i n t he: n .igoti-.1.t io"1s I hr:..d unoffi -. . . 
Ci l l ly sc l ~~ clod- K6.ijun 01\A ·i. s ono of t h ; N:.vrl l 11tt l;ndn.nts to thu 

sui i;c., of Prine(, KONOY.tE • 

. n-i.k"' th(; ::>regr e ss whi ch \',(; h:>.d ox;:> c: ctc d .'\nd 11ccorrlinG to the 11 0ut ­

l in s on Accomp l ishm1Jn t of t'l~ .&n•,irc; ' s Hn tion"..l Pol icy," v1hich 

'~'· "?.~ l ".> .)ro ve;d '.l t tho Im·Jorir..l Conf1..: r onc o of 6 3u_Jt.om•:-:v r wo h'.d to 

:i'JC id0 our a t t i t ude tor:ards t '-lo continu·.tion of ti..o Unite d Stu t e s 

J •\ )~"w sc negotiQtion~. lkcdl f; s s to S• .~' t he. >l.,v:r <Hd ::11 it coul d 

to ·woid ;,.l r with th0 Unitod St.:i.t r1s . •1 11d t'h ts sot1tirr.cnt :;,mong 

n 'lvn. l circlo s wa.s conununicn t od to ?rerni or K·J"T >:'·-!: . In t ho rni d3t 

of such c ircums t·~nco s , t ho r o'l sons for •.in t rust 1:1~; t h.e doc is ion .\ s 

to whothc r or not we should continuu n ogoti tlons to tho Pr im1J 

!H~nstor was be c?.uso I conGidor od t!'L foll o\"i '1g : n~:-,,c ly. 

It wns my opinion that if t ~o G~vy m~do ~ 1ublic ~nnouncA • 

it would l or.td to (cr0:i t 0 ) trc. di sruption o.f n"l.tion~,1 o_) inions , 

c iusl. t ho pitt i ng of thJ Army u:;~inst th11 hn.vy !'\~d conscqu nntly 

dovc lory into : g r ave i n t orn:l l probl o '1'l . As t "'n ? ri•Po .-. inis t ur too 

\'.">. s of uxn. ct l y tho sa.mc opinion ·t s thl. ;r.\Vy, l'1<l this Problom , 

moruovGr , h '..l d o.n im~ort lnt buarin3 on t hu OV•J I' tlly n .. t ion r.l strength 

·!n.1 ht.nco shoul d not be dogmntic:..i. lly conclu<lod sole l y on tho b{L S i s 
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of t~c Nnvy ' n s t nnd9o i nt . 

\vh0t1 OK'~ s t ·".t od to Acn,i i 'romit·: then the Chie f Socrot o. ry of 

t h0 Cc~binc t in 1nswc r to t"'..n inquiry from MUTO thn t the Navy could 

not s t n t c t~· 1 t it could not fi~ht h o wns convoyinG the i ntention 

1)XPros sc d by mo as u 'l •1y ~iinistor . I ho.d previous ! ~~ i nforrnod TOJO 

t !mt t he grc~to st work confronting Jupnn a t th0 mome nt w~ s t he 

tGrminution of tho Chine. Aff{'. ir, a.nd thn t I could not mnko public 

t oo f a ct tho. t the Arlf\y :.n6 Nc..vy hnd oooosing views the r e on, :lnd 

t hc. t WG ought first to l ot ?rim. Hi nistor KONOY~ decide nnd then 

nbido by t his de cision. It is incontr~vortiblo th~t n t that t i rno 

' OKA wns my subordinn.t o n. nd wn s i n no pos ition t o mnk(; rmy de cision 

on h i s own a.uthority as to whotho J" or no t t ho J.~nvy could v·ngo war, 

I ho.d m!lny conv·1rsat i ons with OYu-~ concerning tho Jnpn.no sc-Amor ic~n 

negotia tions , r. nd h o expr e ssed hirnsolf strongly i n f a vor of con-

t inuin£ such nogotio.tio'l'\s . i~t th e time of my r os i gnntion o.s Navy r. 

Minist e r , OKA r oma inr,d as Dir6ctor of Nava l Affnirs Bureau duo to 

tho f t'. ct thll t his t e rm of ahoro s ervice , which ·ra s ordinarily 

fixe d I"'. t two ye'lrs, and t ''o t e r m of off ic0 of both thei Vic<.. 

Mi nister of J.~avy and Dir,;ctor of 1°'o.vo. l h f fo.i r s Bureo.u had anothe r 

year to run. OKA t ondor od his r 0Signations, but since his t orm of 
I 

office h!ld not yet ox,irod , such n r oquGs t wo.s denied , o.nd I told 

OK.\ t hn t ho nnd tho Vico Ministe r should r cm'l i n i n tho No.vy !Aini-

stry i:md cont1nu0 to do c vc r!·thing i n the ir ;>ov10!' to brin~ a bout 

n. compromiso in the Americ·).n - J ap!l.nosu no got i nt ions. 
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In t ho Ha.vy it \'Ill s custom~r:r \'th<m c. now Mi n 1s t J r wn s 'lPpo in~ o<' 

not to s hift those b0 l ow t hu Vic i) Minis t 1;r , t h <)r c:for o , r egn. r d ­

l im s of' \' 'hOv V () r t h , .?rl mo t .ini s t u r might h r.i.vu beon t h en , pe r s on ne l 

b~ lo\'' t ho ?"3.nk of Vice Mini s t •) T' \'! <.; r (; not '1. ffoct .Jd t here by . 

On this 10th dn7 of Oct . 1947 , 

:-l t TokJ~o . 

I, SOMIY;·~, ShinJ.lt r . r ob7 curtif y t ha t t '1.v c.bo,ro sta t c:ment 

was swor n b:r tho 9G;:>on··!n t , who t..ff iXlJd h i s si 3n'l tur o o.nd s ou l tho r,,• 

to i n th o l) T("1 s onco of t!li s witnvs s . 

On tho sa~o dut0 , 

~t thcJ sum.:; ;> l noc . 

Witn0ss: SO IYL", ShinJi 

OATH 

In t\Oeoi-danco "'1th DlJ eonscicneo I swca.r t o t o l l tho whol e 

truth withholding nothin~ nnd a dding nothing . 

OIKA' J ... , Kos~iro 
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