THT IMPWRIAL FOUST® 1AW
Chepter I
Succession to the Immerisl Thrane

Article I. -~ The Imnerierl Thrcne of Japan ahsll be succeeded te
by mrle descendants in the meple line of Imperial .ncestors,

Article II. - The Imnerizl Throne shrll he succeeded to by the
Imerirnl eldest son.

Article III. = "hen there is no Impnerial eldest son, the Imperial
Throne shall be succeeded to hy the Immerial eldest erendeson., “hen
there is neither Imnerizl eldest son nor sny mele descendant of his,
it shall be succeeded to by the Immerirl son next in Age, and 8o on in
every successive case.

Article IV. - Tor succession to the Imperisl Throne hy en Imperial

descendsnt, the one of full »1z:d shall heve vrecodence cver deecendants
of half blood. The succession to the Imperinl Throne by the latter shall
be limited to thosr cases only in which there is no Imperial descendant
of full bloed.

Article V. — 'hen there is no Imnarisl descendant, the Imperial
Throne shall be succreded to hy an Immeriel drother and by hie descendants,

Article VI. = When there is no such Imoeriel brother or desccndant
of his, the Imperial Throne shall he succeeded to by 2n Imperizl uncle
and his descendants,

Article VII. - When therr ies neither such Immerial uncle nor descend-
ant of his, the Imperial Throne shall be ruccerded to by the next nearest
member among the rest of the Imperial Family.

Arsicie VIII. .- imong the lupcerisl brocners and the remoter Imoerial
relations, orcce ence shall he given, in the same degree, to tho descend-
rnte of full bleod, and to the nlder over the younger.

Article IX. = Yhen the Imperial heir is sufferine from an incurable
disease of mind or body, or when any othnr welghty cause exists, the order
of succession may be chen~ed in accordance with the foregoing provisions,
gith the advice of the Imperial Femily Council and with that of the Privy

ouncil.
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Chapter Il
Aaceas‘on end Ceronation
Article X, — Upon the dowisc of the JImmeror, the Imnerial heir

ghall ascend the Throre end shail acquire the Divine Treasures of the
Imperial Ancestors,

Article XI, .- Tha ceremonies of ""rowafior shall be performed 2~nd
» Grand Coronation Bancuae’ (Deijusal) 4linll be heud at Xyoto.

™

Article XII. - Unda an esuesslsn to Lthe Throae, a new era shnll be
{nauesurated, and the neme of <v ehasl renain unchanged during tae whole
reign in agreement witn the esiatilahed ule of the lst year of Meiji.

Ch-‘ptf‘!‘ III.
Majority, Irstitution of Empress and of Heir-apparent
) mp

Article XIII. - The Emperor, the Yotaishi, and the Kotaison shall
attain their majority at eightern full years of ago,

Article XIV, - Members of the Imperial Family, other than those
mentioned ih the preccding article, ‘sheil aitain their majority at twenty
full years of asge,

Article YV, - The son of the Fmporor who is Weir-spparent, shell be
enllod "Koteishi." In case there is no kotaishi, the Imperial grendson
who is Heir-apparrnt shall be called "Yotaison,'

Article XVI. — The Institution of Tmpress And that of Kotaishi or
of Kotaison shall be proclaimed by on Immorial ReBeript.

Canpter IV
Styles of Address
Article XVII. - The s%yle of addrocs for the Fmperor, the Grand
Emprees Dowager, the Euprise Dowager, And of the Empress shr1l be "His,"
or "Her," or "Your Majesiv,!
Article XVIII. - The Kotaishi and his consort, the Kotaison 2nd his
consort, the Imperial Princes and their consorts, and the orincesses
shall be styled "His," "Her," "Their," or "Your Highnnaa" or "Highnesses"
Chapter V
Regency

Article XIX. — When the Emperor is a minor a Regency shall be insti~
tuted. When he is prevented by some vermanont cause from personally &ov-
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erning, a Regency shell be jnet:tuted, with the advice of the Imperial
Family Conncil and wiih: thet of the Privy Couancil.

Article XiI. - "Fi» Remency anall be assumed by the ¥oteishi or the
Kotaison, beines of ffu_. age of majousity

Artiele TXI. - The there ie naiiner ¥otaishi noT ¥oueison, of when

the Kotaishi o X ison Bag 205 FOL arcived «t his majority, the Reg ney
shzll be assumcd 1 a ¢ PR, P s

_inen or A& T rince.
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ri2.. Praincecas o- A Princess.

Article “XII. -- In cnsa the loconly ahall bo agguned from among the
mele members of the ’‘upeY A Pal. v, Lo sheil be done in azrrement with

the order o succest nu tu b im erial Tarcue. fhe seme sholl apply
to the casi of femal.c members of ‘he imperial Feaily.

Article XXIII. - A fera_e mer LT ofthe Imperial 7amily chosen to
sasume the Regency shall be ex.ine ively one who has no consort.

Article XXiV, =~ When, 6 On arccent of the mirority of the nearest re-
lated member of the [aperiel Temily, OF fopr anme other cAuRe, another
memher has to easwne Lhe Rezensy, the lat.er shi:ll not, unon the ariiirl
at mejority of the above meationet nearest rcia ;ed member, OT unon the
disappesrance of the Aloreu:id cAice, TeR. €N nis or her post in favour
of any person othe:r ihan of the ¥>t~ishi or of she ¥otaison.

Article XV. - When a Resent o1 one who ahculé hecome guch, is suf-
fering from an incurel.e diasase of mind or body, OF when any other
weighty cause axji.c ;n thereiolr, £} 0 vider of the Regency may 0e changed,
with the advice Of the Imosrisl Jamily Council Aand with that of the
Privy Council.

Caepter VI
Th: Impe *inl Governor

Article ¥X/I. -~ When the Trmeror is A minor, &N Immerial Governor
shall be appointed to take chaige of his hringing vp end of his educetion.
krticle X¥VII. — In sr8e NO Imperisl Govesnor has been nominated in
the will of thc preced’ng rperor, tne Reg nl ghe .1 empeint one, ywith
the advice of the Imperiel Tami Ly 'Coancil snd witi that of the Privy
Council.
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Article XXVIII. .- Neither the Regent nor sny of his descendants
can be anpointed Imoerirl Governor

Article XXIX. - The Immerisl Governor connot he removed from his

nost by the Rez-nt, uniess upon the =dvice of the Imperirl Tamily Coun-
cil »nd upon th-t of the Privy Ceuncil.

Chavver VII
The Inperiel Family

Article XXX. - The te.m "Tmporinl Frmily" sholl include the Grand
Emoress Doweger, the Imnrecs liowager, the Smoress, the ¥oit=rishi »nd his
ennsort, the Kotaison snd his con.urt, the Immeriel Princes snd their
consorts, the Imoeri~l Princessrs, Lhe Princessen pnd their consorte.

and the Princeasers.

Article XXXI. - T"rom Imperi=l sonas to Ymperiel greest-great-grend-
gons, Imperial mele descendsants sh»ll be e~lled Imperiesl Princes; and from
Imooriszl deughters to Immerinl grent-grest--grand-dsvghters Imperial female
descendsnts sh-11 be c~1led Immerinl Princesses. From the fifth generation
dovmwrrds, mrle descerdants sho1l be celled Princes and femrles Princesses,

Article XXXII. - When the Imperinl Throne is succeeded to by a member
of a branch line, the title of Imperisl Prince or Imperisl Princes shall
be speciallv ginnted to the Imperinal drothers ond sisters, being alresdy
Princes or Princesses.

Article XXXIII. — The births, nemings, merriages, and deaths in the
Imperinl Femily shall be s2nnounced by the Minister of the Imperial House-
hold.

Article XXXIV. - Generlogicerl ~nd other rocords releting to the
metters mentioned in the nrecedine Ariticle shell be kept in the Imverisl
archives,

Article XXXV, — The membere of the Imperinl Femily shr1ll be under the
control of the Emperor.

Article XXXVI. -~ Yhen a Regency ia ipstituted, the Regent shell exer-
cise the nower of coatrol referred to in the mrecedine article.

irticle XXXVII. - Yhen 2 membor, male or female, of the Imperial
Femily ia » minor ~nd h=2s bern bereft of his or her frther, the officinle
of the Imprrinl Court sh~ll be ordernd to teke cherge of his or her bring-
ing up snd education., In certein circumstances, the Emperor mey either
spprove the psusrdirn chosen by his or her perent, or may nomin~te one.
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Article XXXVIII. - The guardien of = member of the Imperial Family
must be himself = member theveof and of ago,

Article XXXIX. - Mrniricsos oF =pmUore of the lmparisl Wamily shell
be restricted to the clvcie ¢ LM Tenaly, or tu ceriadd woble femilies

apocially spprovec LY imperial Oides,

Article XL. - Marrirges 07 tae mamhers of the Imperial Family shall

be subject to the anncLoon of thie EmporlT

Article XLI. - The Imperiad wuily aasctioning the marviages of the
members of the imomerial Taiily ~nl] benr the countersignature of the
Minister of the Immerisl Ho 8ekia,

Article XLII, - N¢ meaber of the Imrerial Family can adopt any one
g8 his son.

Article XLIII. = When » memder of the [mperial Family wishes tc travel
bevond the boundaries of the Limpire, he ehnly fi,st obinin the sanction
of the Emperor.

Article XLIV. — A female member of the Imperial Family, who hes married
s subject, shell Dbe azeleded Fvam memboranny of whe Tieriel Tamily. How-
evar, she may be allcwed, LY %ne spuciei ZiALe ¢F the Smperor, %o retain
her title of Imperiol Princess oI f-ineesn, nf the case may be.

Cnapter VIII
Imperial Hereditary Eatates

Article XIV. - No landed or otner preoperty, that hag been fixed rs
the Imperinl Hereditary Becates, ahall be div.ded up and alienated.

Article XIVI. — The londed or other nroperiy to be inclnded in the
Imperial Hereditary Tstotes gheti be savtloa oy Imparisl wrib with the
advice of the Pricy Council, ~ud shr 11 Le anncunced by the Minister of
the Imperial Household.

Chapter IX
Txponditures of the Imperisl House

Article XIVII. - The expenditures of the Imperinl House of All
kinds sho1l be defrayed out of the Nntional Tressury at a certain fixed
amount. .,

Article XLVIII. - The ~stimates ~nd andit of mccounts of the expend-
jtures o *lhe Imperial House and all other irules of the kind, shall be

regulnted by the Firance Regulations of tne Laparial House.




Chopter X

Litigations, Discinlinory Rules for the Members of the
Imperial Family

Article XLIX, - lit*guticr between merbers of the Imperisl Family
shell be drglﬂed by judicial functionaries snecirlly designated by the
Emperor to the Depertme: t of the Impe:i:1l Housek:..d, and execution issued

after I"anipl sanction thereto has been obtainaed.

Article L. -~ Civil sctions brought by nrivate individuals Aagainst
members of the Immeriel Family sholl ha decidad in the Court of Lppeal
in Tokyo. Meutere of the iruorial Tamily shell, however, be represented
by ettorneys, snd no personel atiendence in the Court sholl be required

of them,

Article LI. - No members of the Tmmeriel Family c=n be Arrested,
or summoned before a Court of Iaw, unless the sanciion of the Emperor
hag been first obtained thercto.

Article LII. —= When a member of the Imperial Tamily has committed
an act derogrtiory to his (ar ker) dlzviiy. or w'en he liag exkibited
disloyelty to the Imperisl Houuse, he shwil, o7 wey of Sisciviinery pun-
ishmont Aand by order of the ;:;v-ax, be deprivind. of the wials or a part
of the privilegea beleneing to him 28 » member of the Imperial Family,
or shrll he suspended therefrom,

Article LIITI. - When a membor of the Imperiesl Pamily 2cts in a way
tending to the sguandesine ci' nis (or nev) nicpercy, he shall be pro-
nounced incsaprule by the Frivoros. proikintend r.ou adminiavering his

proverty, #nd = manager shrll be mpreinisa therefor,

article LIV. — The %we forezoine Articles ghall be cnforced upon the
advice of the Imperial Family Cuncil,

Chapt~t &
The Immerial Family Counecil

Article LV, =~ The Ir*nvsﬂl amily Council salall be comoosed of
the male members 0’ tha (-meris Fomi ly who heve recrched the age of
mpjority. The Lord Keepe: of the Zrivy Socl  tan Frvesidant of the
Privy Council dinauter of the impeit e ho] the Minister of

tate for Jusiice, »ue the Preatdent of Lhe Jowt o Cohasacion shall be
ordered to trke pert 1 tne deirherniicins of the uouncil,

rticle LVI. = The Emaseror peisoisliy oresjdes over the meetines
Imneracl Family Councl or direcis one of the members of the
Imperinl *unily to

of th
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®aapter XII

Sunpieneniary Rules

Article LVII. ~ Thess of the presest membera of the Tmperial Family
of the fi2th generatiion oad dnesnciiusg, vne & alinndy Leeld fuvested
with the titie of imperial Priuve, sa2il 1aejaln the same &3 heregofore.

Article LVIII 'ma soxdos of o g8 lon
shall in every case relrip t: 4o dogoendancs o1
shnll be no admiss .z 0 ti ' C oSG onetszlon Yo My oue, ad A conse-~
quence of his nuw beiag an aligled Tmmerial von, Keyesni or heir to a
princely houie.

Article LIX. ~ The gzraiea of renk among the Irperial Princes and
Princosses 8h2ll be 2avolishad.

Article IX, - The femily renk of Imperisl Princes and =211 usnges
conflicting with the prescatl iz shall be abolisned.

Article IXI. .- The proveriy, arrnacl eovpenecs, pnd all other rules
concerning the memders of tne Luporini Fapiiy srall be apecially deter-
mined.

Article IXII. — Whern in the foruve 14 sanell become necesaary either
to amend or mako addition 6o the prefent o methar shiail be decided
by the Emmeror, with thae advice of the impe.! ‘ani lv Council and with
that of the Privy Geuwncili,

Aadivisys R1l:8

(Promaigated Yebouary 174, 1907)

the Emmoeror.

Article II. - Th incec mar., wish the ganctlcn of the Emveror,
become helrs of pecrs or he - A8 their ecls with 2 view o becoming
the fmoerar,

Article IIT, - Th cnearis lireal decceondirnces aud treir wives. of
the Prances wae have baen exs.tdod from wamberatny oF the Imperisl Family
for vne resdor virled in th 4 I L fy ri4: 06 ere floc excluded
frem memtesahlp in the lipnerial Fanily £6 menteys 20 che familics of the
Frinces whe lhinve vevome sodb . “ho tulie arsgs nov, however, spply to
thugn foma.e nenbers of tre Impersini Tannly who have mercied other mem—

bers of the Tmperial Family cor their iinesl deaccnd=nys,
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Article IV, =~ & member of the Imprrisl Tamily who has been deprived
of tho privileges belonging to him s8 & menmber of the Imverisl Family
may be excluded from membership of the Imwerisl Family ~nd placed in the
renk of subjects hy order of the E-peror. The consort of A member of
the Imperisl Femily who hrs been excluded frem membershiv of the Imperial
Family end vnlrced in the r=nk of subjects in accordence with the fore-
goine Article is a2lso excluded from membership of the Imperial Family
and nlreced in the rank of subjecta,

Article V, = In the cesrs mentioned in arts. I, II, and IV (of the
vresent additionsl rules), the metier shall be decided with the advice
of the Imperriasl Family Council ond thet of the Privy Council.

Article VI, = Those members of the Immoarial Family who hove been
excluded from membership of the Imperial F¥amily cennot be reinstated as
members of the Imperial Family,

Article VII. - Regulations pertrining to the legal status of the
membera of the Imperinl Family and the limits of their competence, other
than those provided for elsewhere in the present law, sh=1l be defined
separ~tely. Regearding the affairs in which are involved the interests
of a member of the Imrerirl Family snd a subjrct or subjects =nd in
which different regulations apply to the respective parties, such regu-
lations shell ~pply,

Article VIII. - Those orovisions of laws nnd ordinances desizncted
o8 applicable to the members of the Immerial Fomily shall apply to them
only in esses where no psrticulsr reguletions sre specifically orovided
for in the present low or such regulntions »s are issued in accordence
with the present law,

Additional Rule

(Promulgrted November 28, 1908)

A female member of the Immerial Familv con marry a male member
of Ozoku or Kozoku (former Royal Tamily of Korea),
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Article IV. = A member of the Imprrisrl Tamily who has been deprived
of thr privileges bhelonging to him p8 o member of the Imperirl Fanmily
mey be excluded from membership of the Immerial Family ~nd placed in the
renk of subjects by order of the Emperor. The consort of ~
the Imperiel Femily who hrs been excluded frem memhershio of the Imperial
Family snd vlreed in the renk of subjects in accord=nce with the fore-
going Article i’ 21s0 excluded from membership of the Imperial Family
and nlrerd in the rank of subjects.

Article V., = In the c2sns mentioned in 4rts. I, II, 2nd IV (of the
proscent additional rules), the metier shell be decided with the advice
of the Imoerizl Family Council =~nd th=t of the Privy Council.

Article VI, - Those mombers of the Imprrial Family who hrve been
excluded from membership of the Imperial Family cennot be reinstated as
members of the Imperial Family.

Article VII. - Regulations perteining to the legal status of the
members of the Imperial Family and the limits of their competence, other
than those provided for elsevhere in the present law, shsll be defined
separ~tely. Regarding the affairs in which are involved the interests
of a member of the Imperirl Family #nd a subjerct or subjects snd in
which different regulations apply to the reepective n2rties, such regu-
lations shell epply.

Article VIII. - Those vprovisions of laws nnd ordinances desizn-ted
o8 spplicable to the members of the Immerial Fomily shell apply to them
only in ceges where no psrticulsr reguletions r~re specificeally orovided
for in the present l=w or such regulntions 28 are issued in accordence
with the present law,

Addition2l Rule

(Promulgrted November 28, 190R)

i femnle member of the Imperial Family con marry a male member
of Ozoku or Kozoku (former Royal Tamily of Korea).




