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HEADQUARTERS
EUROFEAN COMMAND
Office of the Judge Advocate
War Crimes Board of Review No. 2 12 April 1948
UNITED STATES : 7708 War Orimes Group APO 407
v. : Trial by General Military Government Court conmvened

at Dachau, Germany during period 29 July—-§ August
1947. The court found all of the accused guilty and
sentenced them as follows!

Josef BARTL, et al

Case No. 000-50-5-24

BATL, Josef ~ 3 years imprisonment commencing
5 May 1945.
BECK, Philipp - 5 years imprisonment commencing
BLUME, Walter - 10 years imprisonment commencing
8 Mey 1945.
BOEROWSKI, Max - 3 years imprisonment commencing
5 May 1945.
DOFFLER, Oscar Eduard - 3 years imprisonment com-
mencing 5 May 1945.
LORENZ, Frnst - Life imorisonment.
OHNVMACHT, Edward - 10 years imrrisonment commencing

9 May 1948.
VOLGGER, Konrad - 10 years iuwrisonament commencing
8 May 1945.
ZIRER, Johenn - 3 years isprisonment commencing
6 Moy 1945.
ZULEGER, Herman - 15 years igvprisonment commencing
9 May 1945.

Report of War Crimes Board of Review No. 2

WILSON, BERG and CRAWFORD

I The record of trial in the above entitled case has been re viewed by Board of
Heview lo. 2 for War Crimes Cases.

11 DISCUSSICH: The accused were brought to trial on a single charge, the particu-
lare of which alleged that the accused, all German nationals or versons acting with
Jermen nationnls, did in vursuance of a common design subject nationals of nations
at war with the then Cerman Neich and orisoners of wnr who were citizens of nations
then at war with the then German Reich to killings, beatings, tortures, starvation,
abuses and indignities. All of the accused were found guilty and sentenced as indi-
cated abvove.

The evidence established that 'all of the accused were members of the SS with the

exception of the accused OHNMACHT and ZULIGER and served as guards at Linz III, a

lub-caup of Hautheusen Concentration Camn far varianae nawiade ~@ $dme o-boo =
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1944 and the liveration in May 1945. The sccused ORNMACHT and ZULEGER were civilian
foremen of the Hermann Goering Plant in which the inmates vorked and in connection
vith wvhich activity the resaining eight accused served as guards. The evidence es-
tablishes that all of the accused inm their verious camacities subjected numerous
inmates to various forms of mistreatment including, beatings, kicking, starvation and
general torture. .

This Board concurs in the recommendation of the Deruty Judge Advocate for ¥ar
Crimes that the sentence to imr-risonment for 15 years as to the accused ZULIGEE;
the sentences to imprisonment for 10 years as to the accused VOLGGER, OMMMACHT and
BLUME; the sentence to imrrisonment for 5 years as to the accused EXCK; and the sen-
tences to imprisonment for 3 years as to the accused ZIRNER, DORFLER, BARTL and
BOBROWSKI, be aprroved and ordered executed. As to the accused LORENZ, this Board
is of the ovinion that the sentence to life imnrisonment is exceseive.

We are mindful that the record indicates that the activities of the accused
LORENZ may have contributed at least in some degree to the death of poseibly two
inmates. However, the evidence as to each incident is not conclusive nor is it rar-
ticularly conviniéing. As to the first tl;cidont involving the inmate Sznitzaan, the
witness Greber testified that this mccused beat the inmate with his rifle butt to
hurry him to the air-raid shelter during & raid, and that the inmate showed bruises
froﬁ the beating. The dlock clerk, according tc the witness, told this witnese
seven or eight days later that the inmate had died six or seven days vreviously
(R 49-50). Ar to the .lacond incident, the witness Steiner tectified that the ac-
cused LOFENZ and BECK beat the prisoners during the mrch. to the —-lant from the
camp., One was an inmate by the name of Shavirc. This witnese claime to have seen
the dead body of this inmate the following morning at five o'clock. The accused
BECK and ICHENZ both denied having beaten the inmmtes on the occesion in queetion,
and further that they were not in the same zuard comnany, had never served cn the
same detail and were not ever acquainted with eachother in camp.

The accused LORENZ was twenty years of age at the time of the allezed incidents.
He had been drafted but was unfit for front-line duty. He had heen a uard only a
few months at the time of the alleged incidents and his rank wns that of »rivate.
Except for the two incidents above, neither of which are conclusively established ,
there 1s little evidence to indicate that his efforts and activities were of n uwore
brutal neture than those of several of the other accused who served as guards. There

is evidence that the accused BLUME, who was sentenced to imprisonment for a term of

ten vears. also beat an inmate to death (R 33. 34). Accused RECK alan haat thae




/ Wmeesmves uv VAT vLNO 01 00 alleged 1nciaenv lnovolving vhe lnmale Shaplro. 218 sel-
tonu_ vas five years imorisonment. There is evidence that the accused ZULiiix haa
inmates beaten and kicked to death by the detail leader (2 68-71). Ailso that ke
himgelf slapped and kicked one inmate causing death (R 87, BlBJ. In view of the
rather lenient sentences imposed on the rest of the accused, it is the ouinlon of
this Board that the court was not warranted in the severe venalty imposed alone on
the accused LORENZ. In view of all of the circumstances, this Zoard is of the oninion
that a reduction of the sentence from life imprisonment to imprisonment for a term
of twenty years will meet the requirements of justice, sufficlently vunish the ac-
cused for his acts and vill serve as a satisfactory deterrent against similar acts
by future generations.

No Petitions for Review have been filed. Appropriate consideration appears to
have been gi.n'n to the various Petitions for Clemency which were in the hands of the
Deputy Judge Ldv;c-.to for War Crime's at the time the Review and Recomuendations was
prepared. The review of the Deputy Judge Advocate for War Crimes is accurate and com-
plete and fully refers to the pertinent evidence introduced by the vrosecution and
the defense. This Board concurs with the conclusion that the record of trial fails
to disclose any errors or omissions which resulted in injustice to any of the accused
and that the evidence is legally sufficient to support the findings of the court.
¥We are of the opinion that the sentences recommended for approval by the Deputy Judge
Advocate for War Crimes are legal, fair and Just except as to the accused LOXENZ. As
to this accused this Board hereinafter makes a specific recommendation.

- ur CONCIUSIONS: The court was legally constituted and had jurisdiction of the ac-

| cused and of the offenses. No errors or u'ugnhriui- vere committed during the

trial resulting in any injustice to the accused. The sentences recommended for ap-
proval by the Deputy Judge Advocate for War Crimes are legal, fair and just except
as to the accused IOBKIZ. As to this accused the sentence is excessive. The review
of evidence submitted by the Deputy Judge Advocate for War Crimes is accurate, com-
plete and sets forth ;11 material facts.

v 'm;mnx It is recommended: :

1. That the findings of guilty as to all of the accused be approved.

2.~ That the sentences of the accused Josef BARTL, Max BOBROWSKI and Oscar
Eduard DORFLER to three years imprisonment commencing 5 May 1945; the sentence of the
acouged Johann ZIRNER to three years imprisonment commencing 6 May 1945; the sentence

of the accused Philipp BECK to five years imprisonment commencing 6 May 1945; the
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sezte~im af_th‘ accused Valter RLINE and Konrad VOLOGER to ten yeare imrisonment

comnencing 8§ May 1945; the sentence of the accused Bdward O MACHT to lten yesare ims

Priscament coamencing ¥ May 1545; and the sentence of the acoused Yerwm

to fifteen years imprisconment commencing ¥ May 1548 be avroved and ordared o ve
3. That tle sentence of the mcoused Ermst 14 \ \ife 1agris et Ve
arproved dat reduced to twenty yeare imrisonment, and ae reduced Lo » ve

dered executed.
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