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The Accused :-

CHARGE SHEET . 

Ships ~.aster ODAKE Runji 
Lieut . · INO Takeo 

of the Imperial Japanese Forces 

attach13d to 

are charged \1i th 

lst Ch51_r.g_~ 
Both Accused 

cor.J ITTING A WAR CRIME 

2nd Qh51rg§ 
Lieut . INO 

Takeo 

in •hat 

on the high seas between '1 11th June 1944 and 16 Aug 
1944 on a voyage f r om Sin0 apore to W.oji (Japan) aboard 
the S.S . "ASAl';.A hA:{U" , the [ CC'USed ODAh_t."' Bunji as ship·s 
master of the aforesaid 11 ASAl\A ~:ARU" , and the accused 
Lieut. INO Takeo, as officer in chnr ·e of a P.O.W. draft 
consisting of 750 Bri t 4.Sh P. o. Wa. , while responsible for 
the well-being of t h.) said prisoners, ·.-,ere, in violation 
of the laws and usag€s of \te.1.r, t ogether concerned in the 
ill-treatment of the said prisoners of war, contrjbuting 
to the death of some and causj.ng physical and mental 
suffering to many others of said prisoners of war. 

C O.M~ :ITTING A WAR CRD:E 

in that he 

on the high seas between t he 16th August 1944 and 31st 
August 1944 on a voyage f rom Kiirun (Formosa) to Atoji 
(Japan) aboard t he S.S . 11 HAKUSAN i !ARU", as officer in 
charge of a P. O. W. draft consis ting of approximateJy 
750 Bri tish P. O. Ws . , whi l € responsibie for the well­
being of the said prisoners, was, in violati on of the 
laws and usages of war, concerned n the ill-treatment 
of the said pri s one:i:s of war , contri buting to the death 
of some and causing physical and mental suffering to 
many others of said prisonerg of war. 

Singapore . 
147 . 

Singapore. 
1 47 . 

Commandi ng 

• • • • • 4 • • • • • • • • • • • ~ • • • • • 

(S ignature of Convening 
Officer). 

t:&j or-General) 
Commanding Singapore District . 



. . ilS.TllACT OF EVIDENCE 

In the case of : Ships master ODAKE Bunji 
Lieut. !NO Takeo 

l. This case deals with the transfer of 750 prisoners of war 

from the BURMA-SIAM Railway ne J. 1 fOM PLADUK to JAPAN. 

This draft of 750 Ps.o.w. consisted entire!~ of r elativ0ly 
• 

fit men when it arrived in SINGAPORE on ~bout ll June 1944. 

2. 1st Charge. 

After approximately one week in SINGAPO~ this draft embarked 

on the ASAKA MARU under the command of the second accused, Lt. INO 

Takeo, who was accompanying the draft to JAPAN as o.c. Prisoners of 

War draft . The master of the ASAKA MARU was the l irst accused ODAKE 

Bunji. 

On embarkation there was ~n attempt to force all 750 men into 

one hold, which woulci have allowed each man about 18 square inch by 

4-! f eet "living space". Men f ainted and collapsed in increasing 

numbers as more and more prisoners were f vrced into the hold . Even­

tually 450 men were allotted part of the dee~ , and only 300 remained 

in the hold. The accused ! NO Ta ~:00 was present and saw t he guards for­

e ing men in to the hold. 

In this hold there were no lights, no ventila tion und no 

:l.:..n1 tary arrankemen ts. 

On deck the only shelter consisted of two worn out tarpaulins 

which afforded hardly WJ.¥ protection 'lt all against wind and rain. 

Wa shing facilities consisted of one pump for all 750 men, the 

use of which was permitted only ut certain times during the day. 

Sanitary arrangements consisted of an insuf ficient number of 

boxes hung over the ships sida. Whan dysen~ery broke out among the 

prisoners many of them were too we'll<: to reach these boxes, and 

detaecnt ed on the decl · or in ~he hole.. Not even then wus any improve-

·1 ment mo.de or ·attemp·ced. 

Medical arrangements wure eq~lly inadequate . Quinine was 

i&s~ed •"8ntuully, but in dntirely insufficiont quantities . No 
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ned1c1noa \1:... s 1~ :.uco to beci-oeri p.;. ~ients. rhere is evid(:jnoe to 

sho~·1 th"'t the Ja1J ~-netle hua suf ,:iciant roedic'"'l sup~lie!) fo~ their 

01fn t.loe, <=4 S Korean Gt.lUrds .:..tt t i. 1 .es np~roaohed the ilritish u .Os. 

(of .vhom the-'"o .. 1ere t ;.10 ·::1th .;. 1~ drui't) u~l<in~ thu1:! to ~1ve them 

inject 1.ons wil;h cert ... 1n serums the/ (they ~u .. 1•ds) 11eid in their 

possess ion. 

~'ood for tl!c ~ s. of ,, • c oflsiutcd o.&.' badly cooked r1oe, 

fish in sc..lt :1'1t :-: r, unu u ve r y lit ~le ve gctc.ible; at ti:uc a some 

aiu~ ,ioty oot-t, u.nd on t ·:;o occv. o>ion~ one o..:..nunu p.:r man, .. ;~s issued. 

All in t!ll it .1 •• s clbsolutely insuff icient in ~uuntity ... nd na.useuting 

1n qu .... 11ty. 

,,..ftc .c huving C-lled ut i:&I1H (J1,orth Borneo) the ship 

cu•cived 1n l~!·~ r~ on ubo"'t the 10 Juli 1944 .inu st .... yed there at 

anchor tor about 17 days. .h . t thu t ~t...t ge over u hundred men \1ere 

su£.1.'eriog from l:se.ri-I>eri, dyscnte!'Y o~ mularia. r·.10 men h<"d beoome 

blind. ..1111~t lying a t anchor in v1'~1'i .1..LM~ one mun died or i.1..ll o.ria. 

·~~ onlJ', 27 severe ou~c.;> were sent to a ho::>pital ushore. 

'.fhe A.>~Kh ~~~.{lJ left o.•Uta in abollt the fir~t w.;ck ot• 

.tt.ugust antl allol"tly uft er wurds ... ~oi.mtc1~c\ a typhoon. i>.r J1\Y vehicles 

\'lhich :jNre purt of the car.;;o broltc loose und jamr.te <l the door 01' u .. 
s l.lktll store rooi!l in \'lhich about 30 sick ~en ~1ere 4,Uurte red. .(~1ey 

tried to bre~k the uoor o~cn i n c~ ~e the order to abundon tho ship 

wus ~1ven, but we1"e prevented by tl ~ : ir ~uurds t'rom doi.a5 :.iO. 

~uring this typhoon t ho ship r ;;:i n u ,Jround ;..nu in the 

ensuing contusion the ~.L'i:»one :L':; were l oft i·~st wholly without food 
• • · • · • ? I 

£or 2 duys. ·rwo more raan <l i ed dul"inb the typboon. 

'?he !14'st UCCU;,Od ,ODJ\KE llW'lji, ~a 1:1c.stcr of the •\~ i'WAitG 

r1u a (!Uilty 01' .sro$~ ne gl18encc by f "'iling in hi~ duty to iulprove the 

lot or the P. U. V/ ::; . b:t such me .... ns u~ .;~re in his po,1era by £ailing in 

his duty to arrun~e an e~Uill ci1 ut.l"ibution of medicc.tl s up.,lie s u ~ 

be t \leon thG J u ,,i:,nese tro..1ps c.Jld the .P . u . ;,s.: by :fa111n~ in his duty 

t.o <.!lloc • .n;e ade~uate und ed ible food f or conswnption bt the i>.O .. . I s. 

·.rhe second accuticd J .w 'J:akeo, a s P.u •. , . dr .... l't oo:ru11t.ndcr, 
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vta&a guil~y bi" f':'ilin~ in his duty to conoc~n him~elt ·.11th tbc 

physic~l '411d w:::atal . clt'uro ot tho P.u •. is. a i:il ·cHbu~h 1n a po~1t1on 

in which he must have been l'Ully lldV. l'O of ~he pitit\ll conditions 

under wLich the P.o.ws. ':1ere 11v1na, he l'ailed in his duty to 

iaprove thoil' living <~Wirters, to improvise additional latrine 

fuo111t1est ~n0 to ~e it possible tor c reuson~ble at.LAdard ot 

hy3iene to bo obse~ved. His callous indifference u.ud deliberute 

neglect \tas tho main cause of so IJlUCh sicknes~ and so many deaths 

~mont: Gile P•O • . is, 

3. ind Charse. 
lbe pr1sonel·~ ~1ere then tr..lr..~:i'eri·eu to . two Japi...nese destro­

ye rs und brought to KIIdUN, ·i1herc they \Jere trunsferrod to the 

llJ~U.:)hN J:lA~~u. The 2nd accuse~ i, iC)Ut. Ii~o ·x~lt;eo continued to act 

a~ draft co•.u·1~dec thco,1ghout the second h .. ~1r of the voyage • 

.;a.ftcr one d.:.y ·abou.rd the H.~AU~ru11 . ~du anothC' r P.o.w. di~d, 
und one of the Dritish i.i .O~. 1swuod a ueuth cert 1f1cc.te 1 sho,·1L1g 

st~rvatlon \Uld malaria us chc c~u~os of his de~th. 

hccorwnodu t ion on tnis ahip \VU~ "-8uin 1nsufi'1cient. .t..i'tc .r 

ttn tt. t tempt to con line all men in one hold, sorae i.Urthc .r nocommodO;i t ion 

\'fas allotted to th0m th...l t col.u.d oe used u s c: hospital. 

:t.xcept for u sl1ort p3.ciod d~ .. inU lihC day, P .o. ·' . w~re not ul• 

lo,1ed on deck abou.a. .. d the lLu,lJQhi'J .in..m. .11.t ni~ht :...11 port hole~ were 

closed ..-1itl1out reg~rd to the condition ot the vr1~oner$,, 111.UllY o1' 

uhom were delirio11s. 
one n :l.6ht the submarine alnro r;u s soun<ie<i emu the holds 1n 

w:11ch tr.e .:-1 :..·i~oners ~1er~ confined, were buttened do-~n. Durina th1.At 

one nieht 6 men died of hea t and su.Cfoc;;.tion. 

altoi:cther ~ - t leust 17 ' "~n died ui ·thin 8 days on the HJ\l\USAN 

~utU due to the conditions Wlc.le.r whioh the p.risone.rs were confined . 

By the end of .tt.\16USt 194·1 the p .1.·~. !ione::s r c c... ched 1,~UJI (J i\PhN) • 
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The ~d ao~uscd, Ii\u l~keo, us t> .o.w. dra1't oomr:iander 
, 

knew ·or oUght to huvc lal0\111 the conditi.ona under \'lhich tho t>.o •. ~ 1. 
lived, und dur1n£; hi~ oca ... s1Gnul ·1napeotiona he could not ht.Ve 

l uiled to notice immediateJ.¥ the p1t1uble stat e ot the p~isoners •. 

He i ulled in his dut1 to imp~c~e thu Wlhygienic and 1naJD1t~ry 

conditions unde r which thoy lived, wiu his patent no4lect ot duty 

onused or contributed to muoh of \;heir bc.dily sutt"cJ.·ing. 

.· 
4. ?he followinci .d.tnesse s will appear on behult ot the 

Proaecution : -

F • .a. YA!iDU~Y 
C. ~IiiON . 

5. ?he t"ollow1ni; ,11tne sse~ c 11t1 ~ccuiied have awde statements 

i:Uld their evidence will be produced a-

J .\I. C,i.~ .... !l 
H. liOGGI~ 

.J4EaNAB£ Taaiisabu.ro 
1.lOdl Nuoki 
HA~oliI Nichiro 
ODJU(E BunJ1 
Ii~O fakeo. · 


