UNITED NATIONS VAR CRIMES COiB{ISSION

No. nno
June 14th, 1946,

A
=

R G T T e

; (Research 0ffice)

WAR CRIKES NEWS DIGEST

ERDNETRS R

/FOTE: The above title replacos that of Press News S

used in previous numbors of this series, = R.0Q, . B

CONTENTS

I. PUBLIC RELATIONS eee eve

II. SUMARY OF EVENTS ves eee

III. THE NUREMBERG TRIALS ... vee

SUPPLEMENT:
LEGAL LITERATURE

1

vos 1

18 /I

e o

YA

[
b et

~
s

PURL.: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/d17d7f/




S

Lo
PUBLIC RELATIONS.®

e PRSP IV RTINS PRSI s i e S e

B,
Db

{Contributed by the Public Rolationa Officor)

On p. 2 of the last Crimos Nows Digeot No,12, cnd dated Moy 23rd,
1946, it was onnouncod in the loat paragroph that o handout ontitlod
"Progrogs Roport of VWar Crimco Trials" hod received disoppointing
publicity, Pross cuttings which hove sinco come in indiccte’that
the rosulta were far bottor than enticipotod. Good npace was given
on Moy 19th in The Oboorver, The Sunday Express, The Pecplo, and
several Komsloy Nowapapora. In The Poople the announcement toak the
form of a threo: column featurc ontitlod nOporation Hoystaok finds the
.8uilty mon", The same cnnouncoment alao appoared in the .merican
Stars cnd Stripes, ond in The Times of Xondoy, May 20th,

It wan 2lso broodeast by the B.B.C. in thoir 8 a,m, Home News of
Sunday Moy 19th, and ecknowlcdgmonts hove now beon roceived from
the Amorican ond Dominion press thonking us for the hendout and

ooying that it will be of intercat to thoir rcaders,

In the 8 o,ms B,B.C, bulletin of Sunday, iHsy 26th, a United Nations
War Crimog Commission hondout was read. It concerned tho appelling
ovidence about the childron's clinics atarted by the Germens for

the liquidation of the illegitimato offopring of Eastern Slave
workers,

Goneral de Bzor roported to the Public Relations Committee that - i.:
the Nazi Crime Exhibition has opened in Brussels with great succesa. ;
It hos boon stagoed in the Palace of the Fiftieth Anniversary of :
Bolgion Indopendence, whore spece is almost unlimited, In going through
the main ontrance one pasaes through o replica of the ontrance to
the Breondonck Fortross - o prison comp whore many Belgions were
tortured. General de Baer doscribed the hall itself os boing "colossal"
similar to Olympin, and soid that the display throughout was ox-
cellent, Mont of the oxhibits are life sized photogrophs and it
appoars thot the Brusaclas Exhibition iz on a groater scale then that
shown in London, where it rmat be adnitted space was striotly limited.
At tho .nd of the mein hall there are several onlarged picturos .
showing the activitics of the United Nations Wor Crimen Comminaion,
Cinematograph arrangomenta have workod out smoothly and fifteen
films arc now being displayed,

e

After tho Comminsion meeting on May 29th, o handout wos insued 1
in regord to the 32rd list of wou oiliineds, This received good :
g:‘x:licity in the general press and was also broadcast in the B,B.C. News

lotin on Thurclay, 30th May, at 7 and 8 c.n, The sane notice was
alao publinhcd in the Scottish prean, s
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! SUHMMARY OF EVENTS

CG{ING WAR CRIIES TRIALS IN EUROFE.

| A In o swmtement broadcast by the B.B.C. on Juno 9th Lord Wright,
et fairmn of th: UNWCC said that in all probability not more than 108 of the
) g!u- c-iminals would ever be brought to justice. In his opihion, the
: d‘-:;Portmt thing was that enough trinls should be held to establish and
fine war-making as o crine under International Law,

.

+ + + -

; In ths Heuse of Coumons, un Ledoi4b., Sir H. Shawcross said, in a 5
written reply that the trial of mijor war criminals at Nuremberg is expected i
to end in the course of the next &wo months, tut as a great deal deponds on y
the conduct of the dcfence, a mattsr vhich is outside the control of the
prosecution, it is impossible o give any firm estimate. The question
whether 2 further tris) cof tajor war crimirals should take place is now under
consideration betiweun the four Powers concerned wunder the terms of the Charte-
of the Intermational Military Tribuml. It is impossible yet to say by
wat date all British tri:zls in respect of what are knowm as minor war i
criminals will have been capleted. Two hundred and eighty-four such cases ; J
have been dealt with, ard others arc in progress. Casea against 327 minor B
war crinpirals are either in process of trial or are awaiting trial, In vivms 1
addition evidence is being collected in a considerable number of cases and
the total numbors involved will depend on the progress of these investigations
and the apprehension of wanted wer criminals still at large.

The #ilitary Gowrnment-controlled "News of Germany" reported from
Nuremberg {24s5.46.): "o U.S. hopes to complete trials of all major var
criwinals in vhom it has spccial interest by the end of this year, Brig. Gen.
Telford Taylor, chief prosecutor for ithe Proceedings Subsequent to the i
present Nuremberg Trials, announced.”™ - 3

The G.N.S. service reported from Nuremberg (27.5.46.) that Bricpdier
Telford Taylor, haad of the Subsoquent Proceedings Division in Nuremi.rg
hed stated that negotiations to hold a second intermatiomal trial agzinst
Nazis accused as war criminuls are under way between the four Powers. This
second trial would in the first place deal with Nazi industrialists and
fipanciers. The main task of the frial, which would follow immediately
upon the completion of the trinl now going on in Nuremberg, will be to close
the gap which was coused by the fact that Alfred Krupp von Bohlen-Halbach,
who vas among those originally indicted in Nuremberg, was too ill to stand
trial, Apart from other Germn industrialists and financiors who oontri-
buted rmch to Hitler's rise to power and to his policy of rearmament, lesser
leaders of the Third Rcich my be indicted.

PR O R L S SR bl it

A Router message prublished in the Press of 31.5.46. have the following it
survey of forilbwcoming woinls in Europe:

"pvelve @rionls of war crindnals, in addition to that at Nuaremberg, are |
mmGer YAy in Suropde

"At Danzig 18 coacenlration cerp officinls are deing tried for mﬁ;iné
the deaths >f a number of Jeirs and Poies in the Stutthof camp.
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35 Gog ™ the first war crims trials in the French zone at Rastatt (Baden),
Gestapo men and members of the staff of Neuenbremme concentration camp
are facing trial,

o= "At Helnstadt, Germany, in the U.S. zone, Germns inocluding a doctor &
three nursing sistors are boing tried for causing the deaths of 400 ;

"At Dachau 74 members of the SS Division are oharged vith the massaare
Of United States prisoncrs near Malmédy, Belgium.

to;nw Frenchmen and two women are on trial at Versailles for denounoing
traitars, B

"Mokbers of the Czech Quisling Govermment, inoluding Dr. Krejoi, former
Premier, are on trial at Prague, 3

"In Warsaw 17 Poles accused of terrorist activities face their judges,

i
"Louis Bergmans and Armend Salden are appecring before a Brussels i

military court charged with trying to discover the hiding place of Prinoce

Charles of Belgium and hand him over to the Gestapo. : '

"Before a military oourt in Brunswick six German employees of an iron :
ore mine near Goslar, are accused of employing British prischers of war under
conditions dangerous to their health," :

AUSTRIA |
: " TRIALS. _ ii
In a broadecast from Viennma on 16,5.46. Herr Kamrath said that publie |
interest had been focussed on questions of criminal law and judicial pro- . |
cedure, a8 it was now, concerning the Pecple's Courts. Their procoduro and §
= findings had been attacked in public. It appeared, however, that most of : i
the critics were not acquainted with the legal principles on which the
People's Courts were based, The constitutional principle of separation of
executive and judiciary was not just a slogan but had a practical meaning.
Herr Kamrath outlined the constitution and procedure of the Permle's Courts,
emphasising the part of lay assessors nominated by the domooratio parties, a

sure safeguard of democratic procedure, according with ordinary people's i
ideas of right and wrong. -

Trial of Anton Brunner (see No.XII of this Digest page 3)

The Austrian Arbeiterzeitung of 11.5.46. desoribed the close of this
trial: After the evidence had been heard . . . the publio prosecutor stated
that Brunner had placed himself outside the cortmmnity of men and there could
only be one punishment for him. Dr. Braun spoke in the name of the Israelite
Kultusgenmeinde: "Out of the 25,000 Jews who were deported, 700 came back
alive®s . « . The vice-nresident, Dr. lironovici, declared that Brummer II
hed been found guilty under the terms of the indictment and he was condemned

to death by hanging.

The sentence was oarried out on May 2th,

LT
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AUSTRIA (Cont.)

. Postoonemens of Guido Schmidt's Trial

; The Neues Qesterreich, 11.5.46., wrote: The calling of Dr. Guido
SCHMIDT as a witness before the Allied Tribunal at Nurenberg had been inter-
Tupted by his illness at Salzburg. The U.S. headquarters in Viemna again
approached the Austrian ilinistry of Justice, and Schmidt was handed over to
the Anericans and was taken to Nuremberg. :

The Trial of Kampitsch :

This trial was opened on 21.5.46. before the use of People's Court
at Vienna. Kampitsch had been an underground member of the Nazi Party till ;
1958, when he dropped the mask. He had worked in close touch with Kalten- §

T, Gauleiter Eigruber (recently sentenced to death by the U.S. court

- at Dahcau), Gauleiter Lecpold, and Dr. Tavs (recently arrested as a war ; !

/ criminal: se below). On 25:5.46. Kampitsch was found guilty and sentenced
to 20 years irprisonment, and the confiscation of his property.

The Trial of Ex-Colonel Solche

The Oesterreichische Volksstimme (17.5.46.) reported the opening of
the trial, before the Vienna Pecple's Court of Colonel SOLCHE, former German
.Commndant of Krems for having blown up the Danube bridges at Stein Mautern
on May 8th; 1945, ofter Doenitz and Jodl had signed ~ the unconditional

ARRESTS, EXECUTIONS AND RELEASES,

Neues Oesterreich (7.5.46) reported the following arrests: Dr. {
Leopold TAYS, by the French authorities at Thnsbruck; howas transferred
to the Iandsgericht at Viemna, where he is charged as a war criminal, Hans
SCHRENKX, by the British authorities; 'howas Kreisleiter of Scheibbs and
resporjisble for the murder of 100 Jews. :

AL AL R 13 AN

The same paper (23.5.46.) reported the arrest of ECKEL, ex-Kreisleiter
of Baden; and PILZ ex-Kreisleiter of Stein; and the execution, on kay 22nd
cf Zemhicka, SA guard at the camp of Guens, where he hanged Jewisn inmates.

Proposed Capital Levy on Slave Labour 10, g_:

The G.N.S. reported from Linz (20.5.46.): A 20% capital levy on
tusiness enterprises which formerly employed slave labour and return of i
property stolen from concentration camp inmtes w22 demanded by a conference
of former political prisoners, of 10 nations, of the Mauthausen concentrgtion
camp. In addition it was demanded that the property of those sentenced in
the recent Mauthoueon &rinl at Dachou should be soized for tho fumd,

American Ocoupied Zome of Austria

The Office of the lil., Gov. U.S. Zone reportodfrom Salzburg (25.5.46.):
A U.S. military court headed by Brig. Gen. Loyal i{. Heynes, deputy chief of
atar’f USFA has started trials of nine former enenyy soldiers and civ: lians
chorged with the killing of ten American airmen lost spring as they were
about ta surrender. The first case concerns six members of the Hungarian
SS charged with killing five airmen on 7th lMarch, 1945.

PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/d17d7f/




¥

-5«
AUSTRIA (Cont.)

s The Wiener Zeitung of 19.5.46. reported that according to the b

E:Izbm‘sﬂ‘ Nachrichten, uore than 2,000 National Socialist prisoners are
ortly. to be released from Camp iarkus I on the Salzburg Alpine highwmy,

:: téona a8 there is no objection thereto either on the part of the Occupation:l.

tha,.g;‘ities or the Austrian State police. The release of former members of

v » W to and ingluding NCO's, is being considered. By contrast, in

t°‘.'°!‘1h°‘17‘8; ;:xere‘ is'a desire to erploy National Socialists under arrest at

orks, - :

FERCTOI D TGIGE 13T e

BELGIUM

iz o)
Sentence on an informer:

- An agency message frort Brussles (19.5.46.) stated: Marle Honorez was
oondemmed to death today by Brussels Court Martial. She was charged with
being one- of heads of German Gostapo in France, and with causing the deaths
of meribers of the French Resistance. o

Executions of Collaborators: ‘ : i

It vas officially announced in Brusscls on May 20th that 88 collabo-
rators had, so far, been condemned and executed in Belgium since the
Liberation. z ‘

CZECHOSLOVAKTIA

- Prial ana:ﬁ‘;éoution of K«H. Erank. :

Press niéssagea of Hay 21st from Prague announced that K.H. Frank,
former Protector of Bohemia, had been declared by the People's Court to be
guilty on seven ma jor counts of the indictment, ihcluding partial responsi- |
bility for the destruction of Lidice, and was sentenced to be publicly hangod. !
He appealed unsuccessfully to President Benes, The sentence ms exeocuted :
in the Pankraz prison at Prague on May 22nd in the presence of 5,000 pecple.

Trigl of Erich ‘Dalusge

Prague radio (1h.5.46.) announced that Erioh Daluege, brother of
General Kurt Daluege, formerly Himmler's deputy, had been sentenced to 15
years hard Bbour by the People's Court. -

DENMARK

Radio Kalundborg, 4.5.46., reported;: The Danish Criminal Police have
made a good capture at Uma, Westphalia, by arresting Rudolf RENNER, who was
in charge.of the Gestapo in Aarhus after the bombing of the HQ at the University
until the cnpitulation. - Renner committed many murders and acts of terror in
Aarhus, and became notorious as one of the worst Gestapo gangsters, His
supposed. death was announced after the surrender, but the police did not
believe the report.and sent detectives to Germany, where they learned that
Remnner:ahd his secretary, Baron von Hutten, had stayed in Flensburg under
assumed names. They werl traced to Unna, in Westphalia, where Renner was
working in the oonlmines,
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Logislation

-....._.Nm" @th Iows for the Punishment of Nazi orimes:
e fi'}_‘°',"D&lm?"News Service reported (21.5.46.):

.. . '"General Clay, Deputy Military-Governor, on 23rd May approved two new
German laws for the punishment of nesi orimes and for the tion of nagi
injustices, which had béen drafted by the Siates Council, e first law
Jrovides for the reparation of injustices saused to enenies of the mazi |
régine by the judicial authorities of the Third Reich; the second provides
2] a logal basis for the punishment of orimes cormitted in the name of National

i Socialism which have so far only partially been punished or not at all,

"The Law for the punishment of National Socianlist orimes concerns, in |
particular, terrorist measures and persecutions for political, racial or anti- ;
religious reasons committed during the Natiomal Socialist régime whioh were
not punished for political, racial or anti-religious considerations. Such
acts and crimes rust be prosecuted provided that the principles of justice,
especially the principle of equality before the Law, demand expiation. The
law provides that laws, decrees or orders issued by the National Socialist
Government which declare any such crime lawful, ér the fact that crimimal
proceedings already begun were stopped or for other reasons not concluded,
do not present an obstacle to criminal proceédings under the new law,

"The Law for the r%tian of National Sociclist inguﬂstices ooncerns
political actions of resis e to 0 sm or which are
daclared not punishable, Persons who endeavoured to overthrow or weaken ; |
tho National Socialist tyramny, persons who by reason of their political -
convictions failed to obey regulations which were minly calculated to main- i
tain the National Socinlist tyranny or the war potentinl and similar actions {
are not punishable,"

. ' (NOTE: Tho full toxts of these two laws will be circulated when
Y . they have. been received, ) :

/The Legal Division of the U.S. Element, Allied Control Cormission,
has pointed out that the report issued by the Frankfurt radio of a Bavarian
law for the punishment of corimes against Jews was incorrect (see No.XI of
this series page 4). It would seen to have referred to a law which was
then under consideration - possibly one of the two laws mentioned above_.] 1

Trials

loscow radio amnounced (10.6.46.) that the trial of Father Tiso,
puppet ruler of Slovakia under Hitler, was to begin about June 17th. Tiso
was handed over to Czechoslovakia' by the United States authorities.

The Trial of SS General Sepp Dietrich and 73 others

. This trial, described in the American Press as "the biggest case
involving war crimes against the American Army", opened ag Dachau on May 16th
before a War Crimes Commission consisting of 8 U.S. Generals and Colonels. '
The orimes were alleged to have been committed by the 6th SS Panzer Army,
and ir partioular by the 1st SS Panzer Division. Other crimes alleged in
the indictment were the shooling of between 175 and 311 American prisoners
at Ia Gleise and 104 at Stourmont, during the German offensive in the

Ardennos (Christmas 1944 )
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GERHALHY (Cont.)
as a1 &::mrimn s r'f correspondsnt, Mauriceé Baird, wrote on May 16th

i 't‘n hif.apening statenent to the Aruy Wer Crimes Commission, L% Col. -

- ton S Ellis, heading tho prosécution, charged that the defendan:., part

ld.li coacat group under the 1st SS Panzer Division, had deliberately shot, !
ed. abused and tortired unarmed Americens who had been captured by them.

"Althcugh the oxaot mugbers of killings attributed to this group is 5
ot known, Coi. Ellis said’ that it amomnted to hundreds during the week

;ﬁ;&lﬁ Panzer units terrorized the area arouad Malmély and Stavelot, |

e See g

2 : "}n Ao answering statement, the defence offerel tvo motions excepting
1 defenirnts who are chargsd with crimes agrinst Bolgian nationals; the
motions were overruled by the cow't. ;

. "Awong tho defencants were Josef {“"Sepp") Dietrich, commanding the
€th SS Penzer army; his chief of stf?, Brig. Gen. Fritz Kraemer, and
Joachin Peiper, caxmander of the 4st SS Panzer Regt. M

= "The prosscution charges <hzt orders were issued that the offensive -
through the Ardermes be fought in a rathless manner, that rules were to be
cast aside, mmanc inhihitions would not be shown and enemy civilians and
prisoners of war wouid e skot,”" : St

B = rorar v

Contiming the narrative on %he next day, another correspondent wrote:

. . "The prosocution gnined a noint when the court ruled that statementx
made under oath by defendants pricr %o the %rial were admissable as evidenoce - . _
il@mt them, o e » o . :

: "The prosscution charged that Ior two days and nights preceeding the i
launching of the Runds%cdt offereive, SS troops spoarheading the attack were |
whipped into a freamr of duttlo by officers and non-coms ordering th o to

- 'fight in the Tatitional SS monner, kiiling everything that came be.ore
their guns!,* : .

L ——_t T

"Colonel Ellis scinted out just how effectivo: this approach to battle
had been and detailed 9 imowm incidents involving thé slaying of 528 to ‘749
Americen prisoners of war and more sha 90 Selgian civilians by SS ‘troops
éuring their 29 doy reign of terrer i the Malnddy area."
/NOTE:" 4 full tort of the indiotment, with names of the defendants, 5
has been received frem the United States Comaizsioner. i {!
The list of names wiil be oirculated./

The Flossonmburg Trial

"News of Gormamy" {25.5.46.) reporseé fiom Dachau: Charges have been
mde against 52 Gevmans, cccusing them of burying political-prisoners alive,
terturing Allied prisonwrs ard performing amputations without ansesthetios at
the Flossenburg councentration camp =nd its 48 work camps. Lt. Col.. Shaw,
chief prosccutcr for the triml scheduled o begin at Dachau on June 12th,
said that more than 25,00C porsons die¢ in the Flessenburg camp between 1942 -
and the end of the wur fromwaxecution, starvation, beatings and other abuses. H
Starved priscners vere sirippud and severaly beaten bofore they were taken
to the gallowc and on the last Chrisims Defose liberation, the Christmas. tree
s overshadowed by =ix nrkad corpses hanging by the nock. When the camp ;
was evacw bed prior to the liberation; all those who could not keep up on the ;
rarch were shote 1% least 28 prisoners were buried alive. The Flossenburg

S
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"GERMA N Y.(Cont.)

viotims included two American women and an wundetermined number of Anericans, :

French, Poles, Yugoslavs, Russians, Danes, Belgians, Dutch, Czechs, citizonc :

:ﬁ g.mn:; Britain and Luxembourg, stateless persons and other non-German
o) Se

S Y P T

OTE: The opening of this trial was officially commmicated by the
United States Commissioner to the UNWCC at its meeting on June 5th, together
with an inritation from the U.S. Army authorities for cbservers to attend
the 'trial,/ S

Trials for murders of_American airmon

T T Ly T eip—

The G.li.S. reported from Frankfurt, 6.5.46.: TWo men, Hans T8lle and
Herbert Langner, formerly a corporal and a lieutenant respectively in the
German army, have been referred for trial by the Third Army on charges of
ourder of an American fighter pilot, it was amounced by War Crimes Branch,
USFET. - T8lle is alleged to have slain the flier near Thanhan on ordsrs of
langner, although the American raised his hands and advised the Germans that
his gun wvas on the ground.

"News of Germany" reported (25.5,46.) from Frankfurt: A wer crimes
case, charging seven Germans with the murder of three American fliers, has
been transferred to Third Army for trizl, Wilhelm LANG, Albert WEIL, Karl
MULLER, Ludvig MULLER, Otto PFLUGER, Heinrich DERN and Otto LECHENS are
charged with having mistreated and killed three surrendered fliers who
parachuted down: near Butzbach, It is alleged that the fliers, who were
unarmed and offered no resistance, wore beaten and murdered within an hour

of their landing.

Albert NINGELGEN, a former Germmn dstective police officer, has also
been referred to Third Army for trial on a charge of inrdering an unarmed,
_ surrendered American flier. :

e T —

. S,

Executions of Dachau Concentration Camp Staff

On May 28th and 29th, 28 of the Dachau camp officials convioted bg
the United States Military Court on 13th Decerhor 1945 were hanged at
Iandsberg. The Press reports mentioned, among the men executed, the ex-
Commandant of the Camp, Weiss; the malarin expert, Dr. Schilling; Kiern;
.and Forsohner. :

BRITISH ZONE
Trials .

_The UNWCC -rere informed of the following trinls and sentences by
British Military Courts: :

S 20th May: Before a Military Court at Hamburg on 6th Moy, three Germans,
LI BOHM, RIEK and LOSRS were charged with ill-treatment of Polish Natiomals.

: was found guilty and sentenced to 12 months' imprisonment, RIEK to
8 months; LOHRS was found not guilty.

248t May: The fallo.ing persons jeonvivted—in—the—tGiftgas—trisd wore
exeouted on May !6ths SCHOENGRATH, KNOP, GERNOTH, HADLER, BEECK, TESCH,
and WEINBACHER. (see No,IX of this series, page 12)
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ZJ‘T:M: A military court at Bad Lippsringe tried 4 Germxuns who wure .

andcormd in the killing of a British prisoner of ware. The accused WOLFERT

s 1HAR'H.EB were sentenced to death by hanging; Heinrich KRESS was sentenced
0 years® imprisonment and Phillip NEUSCHAFFER was acguitted.

%’ﬁ; Before a military court at Humover, Karl BESSINGER was charged
% ordering evacuation of prisoners of war from OFLAG VII B and refusing

9 allow the isplay of emblems necessary to protect them from air attack.
v wox sontenced to three years! imprisonnent,

%}S_L&: Before a military court at Wuppertol, 22-25 May, 1946, a mumber |
German nationals were charged with killing mesbers of No.2 SAS Regt. at {
St. Die, Septemver »' 1944, The following sentences were passed: GREIM,

WETZEL and JANTZEN were sentenced to death, ALBRECHT, COLCKEL, PILZ, HOLM,
m, KOCH and GEIGER ‘to terms‘of 3-13 years; 5 acoused were found not

%ﬂ%ﬁgz: At Dusseldorf, Theodor FISCHER was charged with ill-treatment a»d
g of FILIAK, a Polish airman; he was fougd guilty of the first charge
and sentenced to 8 years! irprisomment. 1 SR
: : . S E

Lth June: A second "Belsen Trial" took place at Celle between 16-30 May, of
concentration camp’ personnel charged with the ill-treatment and killing of
All!.ied nationals, The sentences imposed were: death by hanging for
QUAKERNAK, REDDEHASSE, and HEIDMANN. Imprisonment.varying from 2-20 years i
for WAGNER, HEISZE, SCHMIDT, LINKE and KOHIMANN. = ;
%ﬂz June: Before a military court at Brunswick, on 20-31 May, six officials :

an iron mine were found not guilty, having been charged with employing i
British prisoners of wur on unhealthy and dangerous work. :

‘

A British rdlitary court at Hamburg, 28-31 May, aoquitted Lt.-Gen.
Karl von BEHRENDS, of responsibility for the shooting in Norway of 14 British
corrandos. Von Behrends was in command of the Stavanger garrison at the
tine of the shooting in 1942, A Press report adds: The commandos were
men of the Royal Engineers who took part in an unsuccessful attempt to destroy
a German war plant for atomic research, .. The prosecution alleged that'Von
Behrends "permitted the execution of all -the 14 prisoners, including the
sick and wounded." °The counsel for the defencé contended that Von Behrends
was rot aware of the shooting, ;: : R Gt

The following trial reportx emanate from Press and Agency sources:

The Trial of Hospital nurses at Helmstedt.

The G.N.S. reported (20,5.46.) that hospital sisters were among eight
defendants appearing that day befare a military cowrt near Helmstedt, in - °
the Brunswick area of the British zono of Germany, charged with killing a
large number of Polish and Russian children by wilful neglect.

The Trial of SS Wardresses at Celle-

Rauter reported (21.5.46.) that two SS women guards from Belsen and
Hemburg concentration camps were found. guilty by ah Allied War Crimes Court
at Celle, noar Hammover, of beating camp inmates with sticks and truncheons.
They are ¥arta Linke and Anne Kohlman. - They were to be semtencea at the
end of another case in which six other camp guards are being tried separately
for ill-treatment and murder of inmates, o3 .
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‘GERMANY (Conts) -

AL

Irdal of the mirderers of British Parachutists at La Grande Fosso

- 'Réuter reported from Wuppertal (23.5.46.): Eight of the 44 SS men or
trial for killing eight British pax-dom(msts in 1944 at Lo Grands Fosso,
¢, Were found guilty to-day after a week's triad by the British military 3
court: Sentences ranged from two to ten years! iuprisonment. - The remining :
8ix were found not guilty, The parachutists were dropped behind ths Germn
lines in Prance to disrupt communications and were later captureds - The i
aocused, nembers of a .German camp staff, were stated by the prosecution to !
have -taken ‘the priscners to a trenoh, stripped them, and shot them in the :
noocke  The defence,. oonducted by 12 German counsel, argued that the parachu-
tists, membors of the Special Air Service, had been tried and oohdemmed, that
the -shooting was oarried out.on the orders of a highér authority, and that
- failure of the SS men to carry out their arders would have been punishable
by instant death, PR

These sentences occasioned some criticisms in the British Press, i
The Qbserver (2:6.46.) wrote: "It is diffioult to understand the compara- i
tively amll sentences of from two to ten years'! imprisomnment recently passed p
on eight SS men convicted of murdering British soldiers of the Second Specinl i
Adr Service Regiment captured in uniforn while operating in France. A lenient
attitude to such abominations is surely as umvise as ill-treatment of ordinary
war-prisoners is umvarthy." PRI P S .

Trial of Mine Managers at Hannover

) Ut oo : k
The' Press of 23.5.46. refepred to a trial prooceeding before a military
ocourt at Hannover of Germen mine officials for causing the deaths of prisoners
of war at Nivka in Upper Silesia, The accused men are Siegfried Merker and {
Heindrioh Hautau, Affidavits were produced showing that British prisoners ey
of war had been oruwlly beaten up and ill-used, -

The mn‘&ezj of Four Women Parachutists

Ten Germans from the Natzweiler conscentration camp, including
HARTJENSTEIN ex~Cormandant of the camp, were tried at Wupportal (30.5.46.)
by a British military court for the killing of four women (3 British and 1
French) of the WeA.A.F. and F.AW.N.Y. who had been parachuted into France on
a special mission, One of the defendants, HERBERG, was' discharged at the
outset, for lack of evidence against him, ; SO ST

The President of the Court asked that the names of the four Women
should not be published as details of their deaths would cause pain to their
relatives. . N

« The Prosecutor, Ma jor. Hunt, described the killing as "sheer brutality
unparalleled in the.histary of oivilisation"., It was, shows that the women
were taken, after their capture in France, to Karlsruhe prison and thence to
Natzweiler, where they were partly drugged by injections and then burned
alive in the crematorium furnsce.

Walter Schuliz, & police interpreter, deposed; The women were brought
into 2 room adjoining the crematoriume Through a fanlight the drugging of
ghe women by injections was observed.  The bodies were dragged along the
ground, accompanied by the sound of heavy breathing and low groans.
fourth woman resisted in the oorridor, the account of this eye-iitness continued.
"I heard her say, 'Pourquoi?' and I heard the doctor's voice answer, 'Pour
typhus'. We then heard noises of a struggle and the muffled cries of the
worane She was Broaning more loudly than the others, From the ndse of the
oven doors I can state definitely that in each case the groaning women were

| placed imediately in the cremtion oven."
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& For the defencu, German.counsel, plwded that the accused wore not in
Position to know whother the execution had been preceded by a trial. '
Giving evidenco in his dm defence, one of the acoused said that, on

an earlier date, 30 women fron Oswiecin had been gassed and burnod in the

oremtoriun at Natzweiler, Other witnesses said that inmprovenents in thoso
ovens had made it possible for them to be worked threo tines a week instead

‘of on two half-days a weok.

On 1.6446, the Court delivored judgnont. . Werner ROMD, camp dootar;
Was sentenced to death by hanging; Pritz . HARTJSENSTEIN, camp commandant, to
life imprisomment; ard Peter STRAUB, cremctorium .attendant, to 13 years! -
ioprisopnent. Throo other members of the comp staff received hoovy sentences
while throe wers found not guilty. Tho Tines ruport Stated that some of the
Den accused wouid appear in further trials in this series arising from the

-.deaths of nembers of the 2nd Specinl Air Service Regiment who.mre varachuted

into France in 1944,

: The mildness of saw of theas sentences.wus criticised in the British
Press. The Obersver {2.6.46.) dsscribed them as "by no means severe con-
sidering.the gravity of the offonce”, The Daily Express (3.6.46.) wrote
under the heading "Say Way“: A Comxission spokestnp in Hamburg said last
night: "The sentences on the six have to be oonfirmed by the Cocmandor-in
Chief, Marshal of the R.A.F. Sir Sholto Douglas.® A legal view put by

an expert in military law in London was: - "The case can be reviewed. These
military tribunals are appointed by the Cogmander:in-Chief under powers given
hin by Royal proclerntion. Tho matter could be brought before the 'ling in
Council, and an order for a new trial could be sought." :

The "Evenirg Argus” {4.6.46.) wrote in a loadurs

"There has been a great deal of fiercely adverse corrient, some printod
but much more spoken, on the Wuppertal trial., .... The primary objoot of
all these trials, including that at Nuremberg, is not vengeance on ruthless
butchers but mking of them an oxample vhich will impress possible future
imitatorss We wunt to give pause in future not oniy to the principals but
to their subordimate minions who my feel disposcd to indulge in such sadistio
horrorss Tho Wuppertal sentences hardly encourage that pious hope,, Indied,
they come very near %o encouraging the sadistic Gorran criminals.”

A correspondert, signing hinself "M.P.", wrote to the "Northern Daily.
mil" (6.60‘#63)3 : v

"Your short leading article in Tuesday®s "Mail" on the outragoously
imdequate sentences passed by ‘the Wuppertal military court or the mon.who
half doped four British girls =nd then p@t then alive into oven furnaces, is
the only protest I huve soen or heard on this dreadful occurrence. Why:
such crimimls were not all sentenced to dexth for such an appalling deed is
beyond me. Allow me to thank you for your tirwly expression of dissent on
the jadgnent.” : ; ety et

/NOTE: Three of the men sentoncod to irprisormont at this trial,
including the ccmp cozmandant, Hertjomstein, wwore sentonced to death In
a subsequent irial on an~*her cinrge (see belm.‘)J
fn important lettew _uolished in The Times of Junc 13, from Lieut,-Col.
Marlowe, K.Ce,i.P., who hnd acted as Judge--idvocate in the court before which
the cose was tried, showed thot the evidence as o the women having cen
burned alive wes unrelisble, and that, of the 4 persons who had acted as
exccutioners, only onc was bbfore the court. .
For further particulars see tho Legol SuPplement to this number,
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Zrinl for the murder of Allied prisoners of war ot Natzruiler

An Agency nessage (1.6.46.) roported; Fifth in the sories of seven
Var ecrimes trials arising from the killing of British and illied prisoners
of war captured while on a special nission in ensry country, is due to open
at Wuppertal on June 5th, Huth Kur$ GIEGLTNG, Ecter STPAUE, Fritz
HARTJSENSTEIN, Magnus WOCHNER and Franz BERG are charged with being concernci
mdllins 2 R.A.F.V.R, sergoant at Struthof-Naimmiler on or about July 30,

The British news servioce in Germny reported (6.6.46.): Toree of the
1on sentenced at Wuppertal last Saturdey to imprisonment for their port in
burning to death four British wogen parachutists at ihe Netzweiler concentra~
tion camp, in Alsace , were yesterday sentenced to dextn by another cowrt ot
Vuppertal for being concerned in the hanging of an R.i.F. pilot in the
suner of 1944, They were Fritz . Hartjenstein, former SS group leader and
commandant at Natzweiler; Peter Straub, chief emecutioner at the crematoriu;
and Franz Berg, his assistant. Hartjenstein vms sentenced to be shot, ard
the other two to be hanged., Kurt Giegling also wos sentencod to dexih by
hanging and Joseph Muth to seven ycars' imprisonment, ALl five wore at g,
Natzweiler camp,

For thooning Trials by British Military Courts.

The UNWCC has been informed of the following forthcoming trials: _

At Hamburg on 10.6.46.: HSF KLIEH, nine mle and 6 femle officials
of the Neugraben-Tiefstack Concentration Camp.

At Homburg on 17.6.46.: Heinrich SPECHT, and four othor Germns
charged with killing an unknown British airman.

S — et ————— e

At Boohun on 3,6.46.: Wilhelnm SCHNARRE, chargod with ill-treating
an unidentified British airman.

* At Recklinghausen on 19.6.46,: Franz ALBA oharged with mling tio
British prisoners of war. .

Arrests
The Arrest of Oswald Pohl

e P —.

The B.U.P. reported from Herford (28.5.46.): "Obergruppenfithrer i
Oswald Pohl, one of Hirmler's chief assistonts in the SS wms arrested by
British special investigators a few miles fron Bremen yesterdry, and is now
being interrognted, He will be flowm to Nurenberyg before the week-end and
isexpected to be put in the witness-box immedintely. :

"Pohl was a general in the Waffen SS and chief of the SS central office
of administration and eoonorye As such he was in chorge of the whole Nazi
organization of oconcentration caps, and has been actused by several dsfen—
dants at Nuremberg with responsibility for the policy of mass exter .nation.

"He was found at a cottage on a farm in the north-most corner of the
Hanover plain, where he had been working as a farm lobourer under the name
of Ludwig Gniss for many months. He was digging his garden when arrested
by British officers on a minor policc cours charge.” At first he denied he
was Pohl, but within a few minutes, when he put his hand in his pocket, British
officers found two phials of oyanide, identical with thot with which Himmler
coamitted suicide, in specinlly mnufactured cartridmge cases with screw tops.

"Pohl had a huge moustache. Since his arrest this hns been shaved off.*
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Ran :Ixie.zs of Gerz::uv“ (25+5.46.) réported fron Hanover the arrest of
b » cmmandant of Hohringen concontration cocmp. He was working as a
‘.fal‘n,!.nndatavnhse, pTpres ; o

Arrest of Ravensbrilck Wardresscs.

"‘I.h The Sunday Chronicle reported from B.a.0.R. headquarters (1.6.46.) : |
R: %70 chief murderesses at 'the infarious women's concentration camp of |
vensbriick, in iecklenburg - where thousands of Allied wonen, inoluding ¢ |

British secret agents were externinated - have been atrested in the American

gs"n;maz are now in British hands. They are Thea Binz and Maria Mandi, both

"In three weeks in March last year 3,000 women were gnssed in this carp,
an operation which these two women are alleged to have supervised.

- "BINZ who has been described as 'another Irmm Grese!, paraded at
Ravensbriick with the stundird SS wonen gwards'! equipment of pistol, whip,
and police dog, She was chief of the SS wonen guards, and MANDI was her
second-in-cormand, " :

.

Suspeoted War Criminals

e In reply to a question in Parliament dr. Hynd stated (30.5.46.) that
anong 45,000 Germans in custody in the British zone, there were 4,000 suspected
‘War crininals. The mjority could not be tried till the I.M.T. had given its
verdict on oriminal organisations. X

e ——

*~ FRENCH ZONE ; S

- + The Neupbremne Camp Trial
. The Paris radio reported (14.5.46.): "The first proceedings before the
High Court for the entire French zone will start tomorrow aftermoon in the
large hall of the Rastatt Schloss. From now on trials will be held at
Rastatt of all guilty of war crimes cr other grave offences agninst the ocou-
pation Power., This Rastatt Court, presided over by the Direofar-General for

Justice for the zone, Forby, is the highest Court of Appeal and the Suprome
Court of Justice in the French zone.

IThirty~-thres nersons will be brought to trial, all employed at the

. Neusbrenne concentration cerp -near Saarbruecken.s The Commandant was SCHMOLL.
It is expected the trial will last a fortnight as 80 witnesses will be called j
T 7 for the prosecution, ancns then severcl officers of the British Army. The |
written testimony of Yvomme Delbos and the present Minister of War, Michelet, ;
will also be submitted. 421 of them endured ill-treatmont in the Neusbromne |

Campe Prosident Ausset, Paris Court of ippeal, will be the Presiding Judge.

Two representatives of the Rastrtt Military Court and representotives of the
French Kilitary Goverrment will be anong the Judges. A British and a Saar |
Judge will attend in an advisory capacity., Prosecuting Counsel is Public |
Prosecutor Deranier:”™ ‘11 the defendants pleaded not guilty.

A French witmess, kne. Malhorme, stated that six British and American
wonen who were captured by the Germens; after being parachuted into France
near Paris after liberation of the capital in 1944, were kept ohained by ankle
fetters in Neusbrenne prison carp for periods of between 12 and 20 days.
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HUNGALRY,

Tho Budnpost radio reported (16.5.46); Tho National Council of tho
Poople's Court hag sentencod to death Gen, Ruszkay -Ranzenberger, Ho was
Horthy's idjutant, thon bocamg President of tho National Socialist Party
and, “though a Genorsl, joined tho 53, He appealed for o roprievo,

igenay mossnges of 2.6.46. announced tho exocution, by a firing squod,
of Loszlo-Souschok, ox-Chiof of Staff of the Fungerion arcy undor the Nosis.

IT“ALY.

Tricl of Generals osito and Daguino. ; ’.

Tho Times roported from Trioste 512.5-46-)5 Genoral Giovanni Egposito, |
who with 11 othor Italion officers has been on trial since ipril 24 befare
& lecal extraordinary assize court on a charge of handing over Trieste to
the Germons aftor the ltalian cepitulation on Septouber 8, 19:.3,,']°nd' :
subsequent colloboration with the enemy, was yosterday fnam! quxin ook i & '
counts and sentenced to 30 years! imprisonment. General o e
gontenced to 12 years® imprisonment for politiocsl collcboration, and scven
othor officers were acquitted.

=~ 8l of Genecrals Roasi and Berti.

The Rome radio reported from Florence (25.5.46.): Tho Assize Court !
tonight pronounced sentence in the officers' trial; Gen, adomi Rossi and :
Gon, Berti have boen. sentenced to death; Capt. Gobbi to 30 yoars' penal
scrvitude; Cept, Bagigio Ducarne, in ebsentia, to 26 yoara'; Capt, Ciccarena,
in gbaentia, to 22 years; Capt. Morelli to 16 yoars ond Maj, Bonti to six
yoars, Col. de Meda was aoquitted.

Trial of :orshnl Grouziani,

Rone 7adic announwed (15.5.46.) that tho trial of ex-larshal Grazioni
"3 boon postponed and would be included in the June torm list.

Ferdinando Beoggi, farmer Chief of tho Fascist Ropublican Political Bureau
in Milan, who had boen sentenced to deathy made an attempt to escope from
the Via Copeymico prison, wherc he had beon held since the Sen Vittorio riots,
gc ?;8 been . gont now to Procida with other convicts, including Carlo Emmanucle
asile.,

\

in ..P. ceesage from Oslo (25.5.46.) reported that Quisling's Minister of
I'/Lntorior,';l{ag.'lin, hod been executed by a firing squad,

sgency hessages from Oslo (1.6,46.) stated that rs, Quisling, the Russien=-
born wife.of Quisling, had been arrested and was to be tried,

s NORWAY,
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SRS Stutthof Concentration Camp Trial .

- - Radio Varsaw stated (+.0.464) ‘that on the provious day, the Court had
Pronownced sentence: 11 of the 15 defondants were sentenced to death, 2 to
Soment; 2 were acquitted. -

Ihe Honding _over of Wer Crirdnals.

Radio Warsaw (23.5.46.) reported the arrivel of more war crimimls,
handed over by the United States authorities. They included HOSS, ex-
comandant of jusohwitz; BUHLER, ex-chief of the adninistratioh of the
Genera) Governnent; and BURGSDORF, ex-Governor of Cracow.

A further broadcast¢ (29,5.46.) crmounced the arrival of 12 more German
"ar criminals, - The included Goeth AMON, ex-carp commndant, who liquidated
the Cracow Ghetto and the camps at Tarnow and other places. He became a
millicnaire with the plunder of his victins,

RUKMANIA

~ Marshal Ion Antonescu, ex-dictator of Rumonin was sentenced to death i
for war crines by a special pecple's tribuncl on May 17th. Twelve others, i 1
including Mihail Antonescu, former Vice-Premjer, who was convicted with hin, '
also received death sentences. Eleven others received sentences ranging
froan 10 to 20 years! imprisonment. The decth sentences were carried out on
June 1st, except 3 which were commuted to imprisornment.

It was announced on 19,5.46. that 30 fore former Ministers and Under- | 57
Secretaries of State who served under Antonescu, dictator of Rumnia - sentencc. pents

to death for treason with 12 of his associates - wero arrested pn 18.5.46.
With four generals, they will come up for trizl soon before the People's Court.

SPAIN

Germans in Spain,

Hr. McNeil, Under Seoretory, Foreign Affairs, said in a written reply
(21.5¢46.) that the Spanish Governzsnt hrd ~ssured our Erbossy at Madrid that
they would not grant Spanish mationnlity to any Germans. They had, however,
refused to assist in the repatriation of a substantial number of Germns,
including former officinls and agents whonm they regarded as "inoorporated in
Spanish life",’

A Washington nessage to the Times (29,5.,46.) said that the USA was
providing & vessel with accommodation for 947 pessengers, in which Spain could
repatriate a nuober of Germans obnoxious to the Allies, There were still
2,205 Nezis, exclusive of their families, whose repatriation the United States
Government wished to effect 2s soon as possiblo, The number inoluded 931
officials, 7% intelligence agonks, 450 technicians, scientists, engineers,
and business men, and 30 border guards,

¢ A'Blue Divisiod Var Criminal.
A'Blue Div:

The Daily Worker, 20,5.46., printed a report stating that the sentences
recently passed on Spanish Republicans were to be reviewed by General iunoz
Grande, late cormander of the Blue Division, who is wanted as a war criminal

by the Russionse |
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YUGOSLAVIA

i The Trial of General ifihnilovitch

A Tanyug broadeast, 23.5.46., stated: Foreign Minister Sindtch
declared; "The new US Note, received on 7th liay, expressed o desire on the
part of the US Government to be informed of the place and date of lhailovitcl
trial, and of the neasures undartaken by the Yugoslav Governnent to 'emable
those persons so desirous to testigy.!'" . . « . "Our Governnent stands by its
attitude, which is the only correct one: that tho defendant hinself, that is
to say his defonce, is competent to call witnesses for him, and that the court
alone is competent to decide which witnesses will be called,"

s In reply to a question in Parliament (22.5.46.) Mr. Bevin said that
evidence by four British officers on bohalf of General Mihnilovitoh, former
Yugoslav Vor Minister, now awaiting trial, is being transmitted to the Yugo-
slav authorities by the British Govermment., Ho added tmt the Governnent |
had agreed to this step because collzboration with the emery, acocording to et
the Yugoslav Minister of the Interior, was likely to be one of the charges
agpinst Mihailovitch. :

om0

The Trinl of General Mihailovitch opened at Belgrade on June 10th.

NS Gt

ey

:

) MISCELLANEOUS i |
!lr['ss }

o THE PARIS CONFERENCE. | 1
& The Problem ¢f Wented War Criminals. §

% The Times reported frog Paris (4.6.46.): The problem of wanted war &

£l -oriminals was discussed to-doy at the conference of the Foreign HMinisters o
P Deputies without any headmmy being reached, A British proposal that the &

: Allies should send lists of wanted wor crimincls to the War Criminals Con= I
& mission within three months was opposed by the Soviet delegntione {

m m EA.ST e aes e
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THE FAR EAST,

. JaAPAN,
The Intornationcl Military Tribunal.

Tho Times (3.6.46.) roparted that when the Tribunal recponed on
Junc 1at "its first tosk wos to hoor a serics of 10 motions, among
which wero th&progra&l of the prosccution, hcaded by the Ameriocan
chief prosccutor, Mr, Josoph'B. Kecnan, to introduce Jopancao
Government documonts, cnd the roncwal of tho rogquost by the dofonco
for tho dismiasal of. tho -indictmont as woll os for furthor dolay to
pornit fuller proparation of tho casc. Noither group of motions,
howover, appecrod likely to delay tho trial long." esese :
.- - "Though both prosocution and dofence have carcefully guarded

~ ageinst revoaling cosos promoturoly, it wes undorstood to-doy that

i .- a

_British Trigy,

both may use as evidence the peraonal diarios of two of the Emporar
Hirchito's closeast advisors during the yoars loading up to the wor -
the late Princo Kongyo and the iarquis Kido, who is onc of tho
dofendonts. i B

- It wos mﬁortod (23.5.46.) thot both MATSUOKA, cx-Foroign Minister,
and OKAWA,(the man who slapped TOJO's head in tho court) had beon
removed from the list of wor criminals owing to ill-health,

The Timos (5.6.46.) roport2d that’tlio_Allicd‘chjof présecubor
¥ri-Kednon pbintow ocut that the proscoution of tho Joading militarista
of Jopan wos "part of the battlo to sove the world from dostruction.”
Tho prosecution of those men hod nothing to do with rotaliation or
vengoanco, since o war of aggression such cs thoy cenducted wos o
crime under intcrnationzl law,

Tho Emperor Hirohito

A Routor Qegparch (30,5.46:) stoted that Russia had protosted to
the Allied For Eastorn Cormisgion againat the loniont trentment
given the Japanese cmporor. Now Zooland and Austrolia supported the
Ruspion view, G : ;

CHINA A HONG KONG

The Press reported from Hong Xong (28.5.46.): Inouye Konao, o Joponoso :
known to British and Concdion prisoners ot -Shamshuipe camp as "Slap Happy",
has been sentenced to docth by o military court at Hong Kong. Acoused,
who hod' been found guilty of atrocitios, was a formor oivilian intorprotor
ot Shamshuipo camp, Kowloon, and Singcporo.

SOUTH PACIFIC AND INDONEST.A,

——— i —

Tho Notherlands East Indiocs Information Sorvice reportod from Batavia
:g:.t about 1,000 Japancse wore to be tricd for war crimes committed in
l‘oE'I' =

THE NUREMBERG TRIAL eee oee oo
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TEE NUREMNBERG TRI.:L.

( 16.5.1946 = 11.6.1946.)
> E .Dmmso

The -zofghco or Donitz 0.10306 on Moy 14th. Ho was followod by adnirel
Roeder (Mey 15th), Soldur v. Schirach (Moy 22nd), Souckel (Moy 28th)_,
Jodl (Junc 3rd), Seyss-Inquert (June 10th).

Counacl for Martin Bormenn, Hitler'a deputy, applied to'tho Tribunal .
(#oy 28th) for permission to call Friulein Kruger, Bormann's gocrotary
who could gwoar that Bormann wos either dend or in the honds of the woviot
authoritios, Lord Justice Lawrence observed that "it is very romotely.
relovent whethor he io: dead ‘or alive, Tho question is whether he is
guilty or innocent.” : 3 &

Counscl for Hosa and Frank (Dr. Seidl) tock advantoge (May 21st) of
the preasonce, aa a witncaa, of Baron von Woiszacker, former Sccretary
c2°3%4t% in the German Foreign Offico, to put to hin a copy of the scerct
2act, in which the Soviet Union and Gormony arc alloeged: to have defined
thoir rcapective spherea of influence, as an eddendum to the: Soviet-Gormon
Treaty of .ugust 23, 1939, The Soviet Prosecutor, Genoral Rudenko, at once
objocted on the ground that the Court was investigating the case 2goinst
the wor orininals, not tho foreign policy of the sllica, and that morcover
thia cnonymous document having alrcady boen rejected by the Tribunal,
could have no probative volue, After a discussion cmong the judges, the
Court refused to admit the document, but the witness wrs-allowed to spoak

w of the affair from monary.
s : ; :

TESE CRIMINAL ORGANIZ.TIONS. :
The Preas reported (May 19th) that 92,60Q applicctions had boén
received by the Tribunal from would-be witmenses for the six Nazi
organizationa indicted by -the 4llies.(The Gormon High Cormond and Genoral

3taff, the Reigh Cabinot, the SS cnd 84, the Leader:hip Corps of the
Nozi Porty and the Gestapo), - 3 :

Scme were to appear before a 5-mon comnission hooded by Colenol Neave (U.K.)
which wes to start sifting the evidonco on Moy 20th, and was to sit in

socrot. Tha creation of this sub-tribunal wes expocted .to shorton the trial
substantially, ;

The death was announced on 24.5.46. of General Zorya, Russion asaistant
prosccutor 2t the Nurcmberg trial, as tho résult of an accident duc to
incautious use of firesrma.

——— e e e

The Daily Telegraph (25.5.46,) reportod thot some former Field Marshels and |
Generals, includine Brouchitsch®, Rundstedt? lﬂoint': Mangtein, Haldert Gudorien,
Folkenhauaen, Kollor, and Ruoff who are in confincment in Murcriberg prison,
heve sont 2 potition to the Tribunal, complaining that they 2ro not being
treated in accordance with the Geneva Convention os prisoners of war, (which
o3 the status accorded them before thoir arrival there). It apooars that,

on arrival at Nurcmberg, their rank badges werc romoved and they have been
kept in cells like other civilian dotainecs.

liote: Thode marked with & + aro already listed ags war oriminals by the UNWCC,
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION
~ (Research offioe)

MAR CRIMES NEWS DIGEST No, XITT,

In the last paragraph on page 8 of War Crimes News
Digpnt No. XITI, under the heading BRITISH ZONE - Trials,
21'31: May, the words "oonvioted in the 'Giftgas’ Trial®
should be deleted,

”

PURL.: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/d17d7{/

'
]
|
!
1
|
{
{
{
1
Y. ‘
b—-———-—-—L i



——

(a'

I I

14th Ju.nﬂ, 191#6.

SUPFLEMENT TO WaR CRIMES NEWS DIGEST No.XIII

- SURVEY OF LEGAL LITERATURE

(Contributed by E. Sohwelb, Legal Offioer)

"Brdvo v bojl s nacispen"
("The Law in the Fight against Nazisn")
(In Czech)
by
Dr. Bohuslav Eler

Printed and Published by Z4#, Brno (Czechoslovakia)
(59 pagos) :

In this booklet Dr. Bohuslav Eder,. the Czechoslovak Representative
on the UNWCC, Gencral of tho Czechoslovak Army Judge Advoocate Service, and
hoad of the Czechoslovak War Crimes Investigation Team, gives to the Cgzech
public an accouht of the history of the problem of war orimes during, and
after the conclusion of, the second world war. He describes the Allied
disoussions and preparations for the retributive action which is now being
perforned in very many international, municipal and ococupation courts, an
action in which Dr. Eder porsonally played so irportant a part both in his
capacity of member of the UNWCC and as a legal writer, lecturer and publicist.
The booklot gives a short, but vivid and informative desoription of what
happoned in this important aspect of internatiomal law and politics., The
following translation of the index will give a picture of the scope of the
treatise;
Introduction.

I. A new fact: orininality organised by the State.

e Bankruptoy of Justice aftor the first World wWar,.

III. The Allies of 1939-41945 declare that they would not repeat the
mistake of 1919. :

i Agpinst legnl defeatism, appinst the capitulation of the law to

German criminality. : i
v. Preparatary work of the London International Asseribly,.

VI. The United Nations War Crimes Cormission.
VII.. Ve inform the nembers of the British House of Cammcns.

4

VIII. A temporary set-back. A

Ix, The ninority report of the Czechoslovak delegate.

X, . The struggle in the plonary session of the Commission of
10th October, 1944, : ;

XI, The Govermments' attitude.

XII. The Soviet view of the problen of "war arines",

XITII. Cripes against humanity.

XIv. Criminal and personal responsibility of Adolf Hitler and the
nerbers of his Govermment. :

xv. SS, 84, Gestapo..

XVI. The law goes over from discussion to astion.

XVII. The conference of the Four Great Powers deals with the estab-
lishment of the International Military Tribunal.

XVIII. Tho agreement of 8th August 1945 and the Charter of the Inter-
national Military Tribunal,

XIX. Indictment and trial of tho Gorman major war criminals,
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Chaptors VIII to XI will be of particular interest to members of the
Commission. Here Dr. Lfor doscribes his contest with Sir Armold iicNair on
tho question of the scopo of the retributive action of the United Natioms,
partioularly tho' difforence of opinion whother the staging of aggressive var
is a orimo, a-contest which soemed rather unequal in its beginning, and which
oventually as a oonsequence, inter alia, of Lord Vright's taking part in it,
ended with tho acceptance by the Four Great Powers and the United Nations at
largo of the propositions advocated by Dr. ESer and his friends.

It is to be regrotted that this very intcrosting pamphlot is at presont
available only in the Czech language.

The Trial of William Joyce, edited by C.E. Bochhofer Roberts.

0ld Bzilcy Trial Series. ds
The Trial of William Joyce, edited by JeilHall, Notable British
..  Iriais Series (Hodgs)

Tvo different books on the Trial of Ylil.'lia:n.Joyoo have sppearcd
recontly, one edited by kir. C.E. Bechhofer Roberts and published by Jarrolds
Publishers (London) Ltd,, tho other edited by Mr. J.¥. Hall and published by

Wm. Hodge & Co., Ltd. .

' Tho following review of the two bocks by Professor A.L. Goodhart op-

nercd in Tho Sunday Times on 9th June 1946:

, "Bach of these books has its special points. Mr. Roberts in his intro-
duction gives an admirable summary of the points at issue which will be of
groat assistance to the reader, whether Jawyer or layman., He has added an
appendix in.which -thirty-one other recent treason and $reachery cases are

‘briefly sketched so that a complete pivture of the administration of the law

can be obtained.

"lire Hall's introduction is written in a more popular manner, and con-
tains a mmber of digressions oconcerning the verification of passports, the
drafting of statutes, and the conduct of inquosts which might with advantage
have been omitted, His statement that Joyce 'was deliberately kept on the
Continent . . . while Parliament quickly passed: the Treason Act, 1945,' is
misloading, as the Bill had been introduced in tho House of Lords eleven days
before Joyoe had been arrested. In view of the unanimous conclusion reached
by the trial judge, the Court of Criminal Appeal, and the House of Lords, that
an alien holding a British passport owed allegiance to the Crown (Lord Portor's
dissent boing on another point), Mr. Hall's statemont that he has found an
almost 'universal feeling, shared by lawyers and laymen ., « « that the decisic:
was all wrong, and that an unmoritorious case has made bad law' is an extra-

- ordinary one. :

"Such an unjustifiable claim to speak fir the legal proféssion ought not
to have been made in a serious book, because it miy give an entirely misleadinr
picture to the lay reader. Feow luwyers would be prepared to state so glibly
that a decision reached by nine distinguished judges, including the Lord
Chancellor and the Lord Chief Justice, 'vas all "roug'. On the other hand,
lir. Hall has included in his book usoful suirkr-ios of the arguments of counsel
both in the Court of Criminal Appeal and in the House of Lords, and a report
of the judgment in the Court of Criminal Appeal which, stfange to say, have
been omitted by Mr. Roberts. Faced with a choice between these tiwo books the
only advice that we can give the reader is that if he is really inte -isted in
the. case ha had better buy both of them."
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Lottor by Lt. Cole A.l.H. MARLOVE, K.Ce, iiePs
to the Editor of "The Times", on .
The Trial for tho murder of fowr women parachutists at Wuppertal. B

In a letter to The Times, published on 13th Junc, 1946, Lt. Col.
Anthony A.H. Harlowe, K.C., M.P., who acted as Judge Advocate in the trial
concerning the burning of four wamen, replied to the Pregs critioism, which
is summrised in the general part of this Digest (page 11). He writes:

"This case attracted considerable Press canment in this country and
unfevourable opinion was exprossod of the fact that of the nine Gormans ao-
cused only one was sentonced to death. It appeared to be suggested, ch
some eye for eye principle, that either the gravity of the charge or the
number of tho victims domanded more executions. It is important that it
should be understood that British justice is not administered in this way.
The Press demand for more heads was no dobut actuated by a lurid story that
':!t::s;.a w:nen were put zlive into a burning oven, sorcaming and kicking to

STe o

"This story came from a Pole and had there been any truth in it the
Press ocmment would have been merited., But the very purpose of the couri
was to investigate the truth, which it did very thoroughly. The Pole emer=-
ged as the most unreliable witness I mve ever seen in eny court. It trans-
pired that he had not been there, imew nothing about it, and was merely draw-
ing on his imagination. Tho simple faots proved to the satisfaotion of the
oourt were that these women were put to death and subsequently cremated, The
only issue before the court was whether the unfortunate women h2d suffered
! judicial execution' afier irial and sentence as spies or not. The court
being satisfied that therc had been no trial or sentence, the executioner or
executioners could be condermed for mumrder.

"The evidence was clear that some four people were the executioners.
Only one of these was before the court; he was duly condemmed to death. Of
the others, one had cormdtted suicide and the other two had not been apprehen-
ded, The remaining accused were proved only to have played minor roles of
complicity and (except for three who had clearly not been implicated and werc
therefore acquitted) were sentenced to long terms of imprisomment.

"It would be impossible to imagine a clearer vindication of the purpose
of these trinls, If these accused had been dealt with on rumour, mob law,
or by a Press campaign great injustice would have been done, In the event,
the Gerran defence counsel and the Gerran public have beon decply impressed
by witnessing an administration of justice which has been unknown in their
country faor 15 years, and in conscquence they quite olearly recognizs thot
Britain is the fownt of justice. When, the following day, the same cowrt
sentencod to death on a clearly proved charge of mwdering a British airman
three of the men who had escapcd the death penalty in the 'four wamen' case
they mnifested their agreement and approval of the sentences.

e SR LD

"I write this leiter becruse the @iffioult task of administer_ng British
Justice in a foreign country is being carried out with conspicuous success;
great harm will be done if it is to be subjedt to pressure and to adverse
cogment from the Press. The meubers of military courts are serving soldiers
who camot defend themselves, I should be failing in my duty if I did not
do so on their behnlf, particularly in such a case as this where the senior
nember, Brigadier the Hon. J.B.G. Hennessy, displayed a breadth of vision,
an undorstanding of justice and a sense of duty which did graat credit to
tho British administrotion in an occupied countxry."”
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