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mlTllY COURTS ro1 THE TRIAL or Wll CllMINILS 
"' 

' D.J.A.G's Case No.~'-9.1.~/-!.~~ ............. .. 
Name of Accused Arm or Former Arm of Age Date and Place of Trial (including Rank, if any) the Service 

- - - --2nd Lieut. KUWAHATA Taugio BOth of Japanese . 
Sgt. Maj or HJRAKAMI I•ao . Kempai Tai JO and 31 }"1 and 

5 June 1946 
SD«R\PQBI ' -

Convened by . - - ---
Commander Singapore District 

JOIN!' CHARGE 

-; 

CHARGES 

COMMITTI?G A WAR ORDAE in that they at or near 
THU-DUO--J40T, l'RSN<JI INDO CHINA., in or about the 
month ot ~ril 1945, in violation ot the lawa 
and usage• ot war, Wttre concerned in the unlaw1"ul 
killinga ot Pir•t I.J.eutenant Claude Lamar and 
Sergeant Harold M. :aelonier, both ot the United 
Statea Arrrq Air Poree, Ainerioan }ll"iaonera ot war. 

~ 

President and Members of the Court (except J...e~al Member) Judge Advocate/Legal Member 

Lt-col. G.~ PIA.COOK 

Major R. J . TOPPIN} 
Major W. M. GRAY 

Pleaded 

Both pleaded Not Guilty 

_._ 

Dept of J. A.G. in India 
Barrister-at-Liii' 
6/8 Punjab• 
1 st Cameroniana 

Finding 

:Both found GUILTY 

Sentence and Minute of Confirmation 

N/A 

KUWAHATA 
MURAK.AIU 

1 years imp 
1 years irnp 

Confirmed by Connander Singapore Distrio{ 
on 23 Ju~ 1946 

\Vhen and where Promulgated :- 29 July 1946 

Date of Receipt To whom sent Date sent Purport 

Wl. 2$799/GSOO SOW 9/45 XJI./ I01H Cp. 38/3 
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ABSTRACT or IJIDUCI. 

In the case ot 1-

Second Lieutenant Tsugio llllrAHATA 

Serjeant lla.Jor Iaao llOllAKAJII 

1. OD 21 March 1945, a u.s. ill' B-25 plane was abOt down 

in the South China Sea at 120303 d•sr••• Korth 10909 degrees 

•a•t on the coast ot rrenoh In.do-China 1a tbe "f'101n1t7 ot 

1lha Trang. At the tiM the plane waa shot don it waa en1apd 

in atratting Japan••• naval v••••la. The aurriwra ot thia 

. oraah wu lat Lt. Claude B. La•r, 2n4 Lt. iltrecl Dias and 

Statt SerJeant Harold L .. lonier. Lt. Luar aD4 Lt. Dias 
. 

11&11&ged to swill to a small island nearb7 where th•J were 

reported to the Japanese and when tt. Japan••• atteaptecl to 

take the two •n into cutod7 a guJ. tight enaued troa wbiob . 
Lt. Dias receivM wounds which caused his death duriq the 

trip back to Iba Trang on the aa1Dl.and. Statt Ser~eant 

Belonier was captured b7 tA• Japan••• laYJ and waa alae 

brought back to Iha Trang. Shortl7 thereafter both Lt. Lmr 

and 8Jt Belonier nr• taken to Saigon and deliTered 1Jlto tbe 

cuatod7 of' th• Saison lt•llP•i Tai. Tbe two •n nr• 1noarcerate4 

in tbe x .. pei Tai Jail which was located in the Challber of 

ColDID9rce Building in Saison tor approximat•lJ one month atter 

tbe7 nre brought troa !Iba Trang, and during this period both 

.. n were interrogated several times and appear to have. be~n 

mistreated to a saall degree. 

Around the end ot April 1945, both Lt. L•ar and 

SJt Belonier were taken to. Thu Du lloc and executed. A 

part7 consisting ot 2nd Lt. JlJW.AllATA, SerJeant llmA, 

SerJeant SA.TO and SJt 118.Jor l.URAlillI took Lt. Lamar and SJt 

Beloni.er to the grounds ot a rubber plantation near Thu 

Du Koc, where Lt. ICUWABATA selected a place to pertora the 

executions and a bole was dug. The two prisoners were 

brought i'orward one at a time, with their hands tied behind 

their back and their eyes blin~lded, and made to kneel in 

in turn before the bole, at which time, pursuant to an order 
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ot Lt. XOWAHATA, SJt llaJor llDIWCAllI decapitated both •n. 

Both bodi•• tell into the hole, the gra•• waa tben tWecl 

up and the tour Japanese aoldiera returned to Saigon. 

Proa th• tiM the•• two Mn nre shot·down until the 
. 

time tbaJ were executed there 1• no 1DA1oation that th•J 

were ever given aDJ official court martial or 11111tar1 trial 

or hearing ot aDJ sort. 

2. Bvidenoe of the above will be turnished bJ the 

following statements 1 

8Jt llaJor. Bid•o !ASHmo a& llaroh 1946 

8Jt Atsuahi TR ARO 26 llarch 1946 
' Isao JltJllAJ•MI SJt Major 86 llarch 1N6 

SJt Torai SATO H llarcb 194.6 

SJt Easuharu IKUTA a4 llarch 1948 

2Dd Lt. !augio mtr.AllllA 28 March 1916 

•• Jean Blaise STBDI 12 Deoeaber lM& 

11. Bapond GBLOT 18 Deoeaber 1M6 




