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IND'ICTMENT 

the Uniled States of America, by the undersigned Telford Taylor, 
Chief of Counsel for War Crimes, duly appointed to represent said 
Government in the prosecution of war criminals, charges the defendants 
herein with the commission of War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity, 
as d~fined in Control Council Law No. 1~, duly en~cted by the Allied 
Control' Council on 20 December 1945. These crimes included murder, 
ill-treatment. and deportation to slave labor of prisoners of war and 
other members of the armed forces of nations at war with Germany, 
and of civilian populations of territories occupied by the German armed 
forces, plunder of public and private property, wanton destruction of 
cities, towns, and villages, and' other atrocHies and offenses against 
civilian populations. 

The persons accused as guilty of these crimes and accordingly named 
as Idefendants in this case are: 

Wil HELM LIST - Generalfeldmarschall (General of the Army); Com­
mander-in-Chief Twelfth Army, April 1941 - October 1941; Vv'ehrmachts­
befehlshaber Slidost (Armed Forces Commander Southeast); June 1941 
- Odober. 1941; Comman.der-in-Chief Army Group A, July 1942-
September 1942. 

MAXIMILIAN VON WElCHS - Gener:llfeldmarschall (General of the 
Army); Commander-in-Chief Second Army, April 1941 - July 1942; 
Commander-in-Chief Army Group B, July 1942 - February 1943; Com­
!l1r!nder-in-Chief Army Group F and Supreme Commander Southeast, 
August 1943- March 1945. 

LOTHAR RENDULIC - Generaloberst (Gen~ral); Commander-in-Chief 
Second Panzer Army, August .1943 - June 1944; Commander..lin-Chief 
Twentieth Mountain Army, July 1944 - January 1945; Wehrmachts­
befehlshaber Nord (Armed Forces Commander Nortl'l), December 1944 
- January 1945; Commander-in-Chief Army Group North, January, 1945 
- March 1945; Commander-in-Chief Army Group Courland, March 1945 

. - April 1945; Commander-in-Chief Army Group South, April 1945 -
May 1945. . 

WALTER KUNTZE - General der Pioniere (Lieutenant General, 
Engineers); Acting Commander-in-Chief Twelfth Army, October 1941 - " 
August 1942. 

3 

PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/d8ceea/



HERMANN FOERTSCH - General der Infanterie (lieutenant Gene­
ral, Infantry); Chief of Staff Twelfth Army, May 1941-:- August 1942; 
Chief of Staff Army Group ( E, August 1942- August 1943; Chief of 
Staff Army Glroup F, August 1943.,.......March 1944. 

,I 

FRANZ BOEHME - General der Gebirgstruppen (Lieutenant Gene~ 
ral, Mountain Troops); Commander XVIII Mountain Army Corps, April 
1941 - December 1941; Plenipotentiary Commanding General in ,Serbia, 
September 1941 - December 1941; Commander-in-Chief Second, Pan­
zer Army, June 1944 - July 1944; Commander-in-Chief Twentieth Moun­
tain Army and Wehrma.chtsbefehlshaber Nord (Armed Forces Commander 
North), January 1945 - May 1-945. 

HELMUTH FELMY - General der Flieger (Lieutenant General, Air 
Force); Commander Southern Greece, June 1941 - August 1942; Com­
mander LXVIII, Army Corps, June 1943,- Odober 1944. 

HUBERT LANZ - General der Gebirgstruppen. (Lieutenant General, 
Mountain Troops); Commander 1st MOllntain Division Odober1940 -
January 1943; Commander XXII Mounta'in Army Corps, August 1943 -
October 1944. 

ERNST DEHNER -- General der Infanterie (Lieutenant General, In­
fantry); Commander LXIX Army Reserve Corps, August 1943 
March 1944. 

ERNST VON LEYSER - General der Infanterie (Lieutenant General, 
Infantry); Commander XV Mountain Army Corps, November 1943 
July _1944; Commander XXI Mountain Army Corps, July 1944 
April'1945. 

, WILHELM SPEIDEL - General der Flieger (Lieutenant General, Alir_ 
Force); Commander Sou'thern Greece, Odober 1942 - September 1943; 
Military Commander Greece, September 1943 - June 1944. 

KURT VON GEITNER - Generalmajor (Brigadier General); Chief of 
Staff to the Comm~nding General ,in Serb-ia, July 1942 - August 1943; 
Chief of Staff to the Military 'Commander of Serbia and Military Com-
mander Southeast, August 1943 --- Odober 1944. -

* * * 
Reference is hereby made to Appendix "A" o,f this Indidment for 

a fuller statement of the posHions held by each of ,the defendants herein: 
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, 1. Between September 1939 and May 1945, all of the defendants 
unlawfully, wilfully and knowinglY,committed War Crimes and C~imes 
against Humanity, as deN ned in Article II of Control Council Law No. 10, 
in that they were principa,ls in, accessories to, ordered, abetted, took a 
consenting part in, were connecled with plans anld enterprise's involving, 
and were members of organizations or groups conneeled with, the 
murder -of hundreds of thousands of persons, from the civilian popula­
tions of Greece, Yugoslavia and Albania, by troops of the Germ.an 
A'rmedForces under the command and jurisdiclion of, ,responsible to, 
and acting pursuant to orders issued, executed and distributed by, 
the defendants herein. The vktims of these crimes included persons from 
all walks cif life - doctors; lawyers, clergymen, artists, teachers, laborers, 
farmers - who, regardless of age or sex, were rounded up from the 
streets, from their homes, or from their places of work, and placed in 
prison camps and stockades. When attacks by lawfully constituted enemy 
military forces, anld attacks by unknown persons, agalinst German troops, 
and installations took place, these persons were, without benefit of 
invesHga'tion or trial, summa~i1y hanged o'r shot. They were executed at 
arbitrarily established ralios varying from 50 tOr 100 for each German 
soldier kiilled and 25 to 50 for each German soldier wounded. 

" 2. Other thousands of non-combatants, arbitrarily designated as "par­
tisans", "comm.unlists", "communist suspects", "bandits" and "bandit sus­
peels", also without benefit qf investigation or trial, were terrorized, for­
tured and murdered, in retaliation for att~eks by lawfully constituted 
enemy military forces and aHacks by unknown persons against German 
troops and ,installations. 

3. These ads o,f colledive punishment were part of a deliberate 
scheme -olf terror and intimidati6ri, wholly unwarranted and unjustified 
by military necessity and in flagrant violation of the laws and customs 
of war, to compel the inhabitants of the aforementioned territor'ies to 
furnish 'in formation concerning the s,ize, strength and disposition of their 
national' armies, to reduce the ntanpower potential olf the armies of 
resistance, and to decimate fo-r futu-re generations the native populations 
of these occupied ter~itories. ' 

. 4. Pursuant to, and 'in implementation of, this scheme of terror and 
intimildation, the defendantsherei(l issued, executed, and distributed, to 
troops under their command and jurisdiction, orders for the execution 
of 100 "hostages"in retaliation for each German soldier killed, .50 
"hostages" in retaHalion for each German soldier wounded, 10 "hostages" 
in retaliation for each person under German pr'?teclion killed, 5 "hos-
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fages" In retaliation for each person under German protection wounded, 
and up to 1 00 "hostages" rin retaliation fo- each attack 'upon any "object" 
under GerrTian protecHon. 

5. The murders and other cl"imes charged in this Count included, 
but were not Iim'ited to, the following: 

a. On or about 28 April 1941, the Commander-in-Chief of the Second 
.. Army ordered the execution of 100 Serbs, taken from all classes of the 
popula'tion, itl retaliat,i'on for the death of one German soldier and the 
.wounding of two others, and publicly announced that "in the future 
100 Serbs will be ruthlessly shot for every German harmed as fJ result 
of a surprise attack conducted' by Serbs". 

b. On or about 3 September 1941, in Serbia, troops o,f the LXV 
Hoeheres Kommando (Corps Command), .under the command and juris­
diction of the Twelfth Army, executed 20 "communists" in reprisal for 
the death of three German soldiers killed in a surprise attack on the 
Rtanj mine. 

c. On or about 30 October 1941, the Plenipotenfiary Commanding 
General of Serbia, in his ten-day report to the Commander-in-Chief 
Twelfth Army and Supreme Commander Southeast, stated that the follow­
ing executions had taken place: "405 hostages in Belgrade (total up to 
now in Belgrade, 4750), 90 'communists in Camp Sabac,2300 hostages' 
in Krageujevac, and 1700 hostages in Kraljevo." 

d. On or about 29 Novembe,r' 1941, in Belgrade/Yugoslavia, troops 
under the command and jurisdiction of the Commanding General in 
Serbia executed' 1 00 "hostages" in retaliation for the killing of a Ger-
man sergeant. • 

e. On or about 17 March 1943, the Cdmmanding General 'in Serbia 
ordered troops under his command and jurisdicfion to execute 10 "com­
munists'" in retaliation for the destructi·on of 14 telegraph poles south­

, west of Topola, Serhia during the n'ight 25-26 February 1943. 
f. On or about 27 June 1943, troops under the' command and juris­

diction of the CommanclingGeneral in Serbia executed 350 "com­
munists" in retaliation for the murder of three German customs officrials. 

g. On or about 15 August 1943, troops under the command and 
jurisdiction of the commanding General in Serbia executed 150 hostages 
in' retaliation for the murder, on 9 August 1943, of two German soldi~rs 

" and, the wounding of two others on the road near Pozarevac, Serbia. 
h. On or about 15 September 1943, th~ Military Commander of 

Serbia and Military Commander Southeast ordered troops under his 
command and jurisdiction to execute 450 "communist suspects" ,in re­
taliation for the attack of1 September 1943 on a German column near 
Crkvice, Serbia, as a result of which seven German policemen were 
killed and four wounded. ' 
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i. On or· about 15 September 1943, in Croatia, as Ii rneaSure . of 
revenge for a railway raid, troops of the 173rd Reserve Division, under 
the command and juris'didion of the LXIX Reserve Corps, executed 40 
"hostages" at the pla~e of the ra·id. 

j. On or about 30 September 1943, 'in retaliation for sabotage on an 
electric installation, troops under the command and jurisdiction of the 
XXII Mountai~ Corps executed 17 civilians. . 

k. On or about 28 September 1943, 'in Croatia, troops of the 173rd 
Reserve'Division, under the command and jurisdiction of the LXIX Re·· 
serve Corps, executed 40 "hostages" in retaliation for an attack on a 
railway. 

I. On or about 3 October 1943, in reprisal for an attack on a motor­
cycle escort in which a non-commiss,ioned officer was killed, troops under 
the command and jurisdiction of the XXII Mountain Corps "executed 
four ho~tages at once" and reported that "further retaliation measures 
were continuing". 

m. On or about 10 October 1943, in retaliation for a raid on a 
freight tra'in 12 kril. southeast of Vinkovci, Croatia, troops of the 187th 
Reserve Division', un,der the command and jurisdiction of the LXIX Re­
serve Corps, executed 20 "bandit suspects" taken from near the place 
of the raid. . 

n. On or about 26 November 1943, in retaliaNon for an attack by 
"bandits" on the road Tripolis-Sparta, Greece, troops under the com­
mand and jurisdiction of the LXVIII Infantry Oorps executed 100 
"hostages" at the site of the attack. 

o. On or about 2 December 1943, in retaliation for an attack on 
a railway station sO.utheast of Tripol'is, Greece, troops under the C9m' 
mand and jurisdiction of the LXVIII Infan~ry Corps executed 50 "hos­
tages". 

p. On or ,about 5 December 1943, ,in Aighion, Greece, troops under 
the command ana jurisdiction of the LXVIII Infantry Corps shot 50 "hos-
tages" in reprisal fo·r .recent aHacks. . 

q. On or about 10 January 1944, troops under the command and 
jurisdiction of the Military Commander of Greece executed 50 "com­
munists" in retal'iation fo'r the murder of fwo German poli·cemen. 

r. On or about 21 March 1944, troops under the command and 
jurisdidion of the Military Commander of Greece executed 52 "hos­
tages" in Tripolis, Greece and 44· "hostages"in Sparta, Greece as a 
retaliation measure. 
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s. On or about i8 March 1944, whiie carrying out a mopping-up­
operation, troops of the 7th 55 "Prinz Eugen" D'ivision and detachments 
of the 369th "Devil's" D,ivision, under the command and jurisdiction 
of the'Second Panzer Army, raided numerous peaceful Croatian villages, 
burned the inhabitants alive and set fire to their property:, 300 persons 
were killed at Krivodol, five in Sm'ilid, 40 in Legatori, 65 in Grubi-' 
sipici, 80 in Bandovina-Blazevici, 645 in Vostani and 700 in Rudi. In 
Otok 22 persons and in Ovrl'ije 150 person\s were burned to death; 
in Siadovid seven persons were shot and the entire ",illage burned to 
the ground. 

t. On or about 5 April 1.944, troops of the 4th 55 (Polizei) Panzier 
.Grenadier D,ivis-ion, under the command and jurisdiction of the LXVHlln­
fan try Corps, brutally murdered 215 persons, mostly old men, women 
and children, in the village of Klissura, Greece,. in retal'iation for the 
death of tw9 German soldiers killed in the neighborhood 6f that village 
by members of Greek "parfisan" unHs. 

" u. On or about 10 June 1944, troops of the '4th 55 (p'olizei) Panzer 
Grenadier Regiment, under the command and jurisdiction of the LXVIII 
Infantry Corps, shot and killed, ,in the village of D'istomon, Greece, 300 
"bandits" and "bandit suspects" and set the village on fire. 

v. On 'or about 11 August 1944, in reprisal for an attack east, o,f 
Kukes, Albania in which two cars were set on Hre, troops 6f the 21st 
SS "Skanderbeg" Division under the command and jurisdiction of the 
XXI Moun~ain Corps, hanged s'ix "hostages" at the place of the attack. 

w. On or about 15 August- 1944, in Athens, Greece, troops under 
the command and jurisdiction of the Military Commander of Greece 
executed 200 Greek citizens and 100 "communists" ,in retaliation for the 

, death of the German General KRECH. ' 
. . 

6. The acts and conduct of the defendants set forth in this Count 
were committed unlawfully, wilfully' and knOWingly, and constitute viola­
Nons of international conventions, of the Hague Regulations,1907, of 
the laws and customs of war, of the general principles of criminal law 

. as derived from the criminal laws of all civilized nations, of the internal· 
penal laws of the countries 'in which such crim,es were committed, and 
were declared, recognized, and defined as crimes' by Article II of Con­
trol Council La'j{ No. 1.0. 
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COUNT TWO 

7. Between SE;)ptember 1939 and May 1945, all of the 'defendants 
unlawfully, wilfully and knowingly comm'itted War Crimes and Crimes 
aga'inst Humanity, as defined 'in Article II of Control Council Law No. 10, 
in that they were principals in, accessories to, ordered, abetted, took a 
conseni'irig part in, were connected with plans and enterprises invo'lving, 
and were members of organizaHons or groups connected with, the 
plundering and looting of publ'ic and private properly, the wanton 
destruction of cities, towns and villages, frequently together with the 
murder of the inhabitants thereof; an,d the commission: 'of other acts 
of devastation not justified by mHitary necess'ity, in the occup:ied ter­
ritories of Norway, Greece, Yugoslavia and Alban'ia, ·by troops of the 
German Armed Forces under the command and jurisdiction of, res­
ponsible to, and acting pursuant to orders ·issued. executed and distd~ 
buted by, the defendants herein. The defendants ordered troops under 
their command and juris,diction to burn, destroy and level to the ground 
entire villages and towns, an:d, on numerous occasions. to execute the 
inhabitants of such v·illages and towns. Such arbitrary, 'inhumane and 
disproportionately harsh measures of reprisal dislocated hundreds of 
families, made thousands of peaceful non-combatants homeless and des­
titute, and brought untold suffering, humiliation, misery and death tb 
vast numbers of inno.cent civ,ilians .. ' . 

8. This program of wholesale devastation was carded out not only 
as part of a cruel, senseless pacification-through-terror scheme, wholly 
unwarranted and unjJ.Jstified by military necessity and in flagrant viola­
ti~n .of the laws and customs of war, but also in furtherance of a long­
range plan to despoil and retard for decades the economk and indus­
trial potential of the occupied ter~itories. 

9. The acts of destrudion and other crimes charged 'in this Count 
included, but were not llimited to, the following: 

a. On or about 10 October 1944, ,the Comniander-in-Chief 6f the 
Twentieth M~untain Army, the defendant RENDULIC. issued an order, 

~ to troops under his command and jurisdiction, for the: complete des­
truction of all shelter and means of eXlister:lcein, and the total evacuation 
of the entire c'ivl!Han pop~lation of, the northern Norwegian province 
of Finnmark. During the months of October and November 1944 this 
order was effedively and ruthlessly carried out. For ~o compelling 
military reasons, and 'in I'iteral execution of instrucHons to show no 
sympathy to the civilian populat·ion, the evacuated residents were .made 
to witness the burning of the'ir homes and possess'ions and the destruc­
tion of churches, publi'c buildings, food supplies, barns, Bvestock, bridges, 
transport facilities and natural resources of an.. area in which they and :; 

9 

PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/d8ceea/



their families had Hved for generations. Relatives and friends were 
separated, many of the evacuees' became ill from cold and disease, 
hundreds died from exposur~ or perished at sea in the small boats 
and fishing smacks used in the evacuation, while still .others were sum­
marily shot for refusing to leave the'ir homeland.,.-in all, the thorough­
ness andbrutalitYJ of this evacuation left some 61,000 men, women and 
children homeless, starV1ing and destitute. 

b. On or about 2S Sepf.ember 1941, in SerQia, troops under the com­
mand and jurisdiction of the Commanding General in Serbia were 
ordered to ,I burn .. and did burn, villages and farms in and around the 
pla'ins of Drina and at the bend of ·the Sava river. 

c. During the months of September and October 1941. in the course 
of so-called "punitive expeditions" (Strafexpeditionen), troops under the 
command and ju~isdiction of the Twelfth Army burned and completely 
desfroyed the following villages in the Valjevo distrkt of Serbia: Grabe­
vica, Divd, Dracic, Jovanja, Selk, Loznica, Lukavac, Petnica, Popucke" 
Babjk, Susoke, Skela, Grabovac, Zabrizje, Stublin~, Pricevk and Beo­
luzevic. 

d. ,On or about 1 S August 1943, du~ing the course of a reprisal 
raid south of Arilje,Serbia, troops under the command and jurisdiction 
of the Commanding General in Serbia burned 460 houses .. 

I 
e, On or about 24 September 1943, dur'ing the execution of "Acfion 

Kammerhofer", troops of the 173nd Reserve Division, under the com­
mand and jurisdidion of the LXIX Reserve Corps, set ('ire to two Croa­
tian villages. 

f. On or about S October 1943, in retaliation for the murder of a 
Regimental Commander and for telephone "sabotage", troops under ,the 
command and jurisdiction of the X*" Mountain Corps destroyed the 
Greek village of Akmotopos and executed its entire population. 

g. On or about 16 October 1943, troops of the 187th Reserve 
Divis'ion, under the command and jurisdiction of the LXIX Reserve Corps, 
arrested the inhabitants of the Croatian villages of flaklonica and Vo­
carica as "hostages" and then burned the villages to the ground. 

h. On or about 1 S November 1943, troop~ of the 187th Reserve 
Divis'ion, under the command and jurisdiction of the LXIX Reserve Corps, 
burned the village of Jamena, Croatia. 

i. On 'or about 27 November 1943, troops of the 173rd Reserve 
Division, under the command and jurisdicfion of the LXIX Reserve Corps, 
burned the Croatian village of Grgurevci. 

j. On or about 1 December .1943, in the course of retaliat'ion ac~ 

tivifies against "bandits" in the district of Korca, Greece, troops under 
"--
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th,e c~mm~nd and jUl'isdicton of the XXII Mountain Corps destroyed one 
villa~e and shot all of the able-bodied male inhabitanfs found therein. 

k. ali or about 15 December 1943, in the course of continuing 
retaHation activi,ties in the district of Kalavritha, Greece, troops under 
the command and jurisdidion olf the LXVIII Infantry Corps burned four' 
villages, completely leveled Kalavritha, destroyed two conyents, and 
executed 511 male "hostages". ' 

I. During "the period January 1944 - March 1945, troops of the 
392nd Infantry Divis'ion, under the command and jurisdiction of the' 
XXI Mountain Corps, burned, plundered anld looted the Croatian vil-, 
lages of Dre~nica, Pisac, Tuzevic and Vojvodersa. 

m. On or about 28 March 1944, troops of the 7th SS "Prinz Eugen" 
Division under the command and jurisdiction of the Second Panzer 
Army burnled, plundered and looted the Dalmatian villages of Otok, 
Ovrnje, Ru,da and Dolac Donji. 

n. On or about 15 May 1944, troops under the command and juris­
diction of the LXVIII Infantry Corps burned' fifty houses in: the village 
of Kimi, Greece, in retaliation for an attack on a German truck. 

o. On or about 11 July 1944, troops of the 369th "Devil's" Divisi'on, 
under the command and jurisdiction 01 the Second Panz'er Arm.y, des­
troyed by fire the Croatian villages of Zagnjesde and Udora,executing 
the male population olf those villages and transporting the female 
population to the concentra.tion camp at Stolac, Crpatia. 

p. ani or about 13 August 1944, pursua'nt to an order 01 the Com­
mander-in-Chiel Army Group F and .supreme Commander Southeast, the 
defendant WElCHS, the Greek village of Karpenision was burned to 
the ground. 

10. The acts and conduct o,f the defendants set forth in, this Count 
were committed unlawfully, wilfully and knowingly, and constitute 
violat,ions of International Conventions, of the Hague Regulations, 1907, 
of the laws and customs of war, of the general principles of crimin-e\ 
law as derived from the criminal laws of all civ.i\ized nations; of the 
internal penal laws of the countries in which such crimes were' com­
mitted, an'd were declared, recognized, and defined as crimes by 
Article II of Control Council Law No.1 O. 
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COUNT THREE 

11. E3etween September 1939 and May 1945, all of, the ,defendants 
unlawfully, wilfully and knowingly committed War Crimes and Crimes 
against Hurl1ianHy, as defined in Article II of Control Council Law No.1 0, 
ill' that they were prindpalsin,' accessories to, ordered, abetted, took 
a consenting part in, were connected with plans and enterprises in~ 

volving, and were members of organizations or groups connected with, 
the initiat,ion and drafting ,o,f certain illegal o~ders, and their subsequent 
issuance and distribution to, and execution by, ~troop unifs of the Ger­
man Armed Forces under the command and jurisdidion of, and res­
pons'ible'to, the defendants herein. Such illegal orders directed in t e r 
a I i a that enemy troops be refused quarter and be denied the status 
and rights of prisoners of war, an'd that surrendered members of the 
military forces of nations at war with Germany be summ'arily executed. 
Such 'illegal orders further directed that regular members of the national 
armies of Greece, Yugoslavia and Italy be designated and treated 
by tro'ops of the German Armed Forces subordinate to the defendants 
herein as "partisans", "rebels", "communists" and "bandits", and that 
the relatives of the members of such nationql armies be held respons'ible 
for said members' lawful acts of warfare. These orders !were carried 
out thoroughly and ruthlessly, and as a result thousands of soldie;s and 
priso~e~s-of-war were murdered and illtreated.-

12. The murders and other crimes charged in this Count 'included, 
but were not limited to. the following: 

a. On or abol,lt 28 April 1941, the Commander-In-Chief of the 
Second Army issued and distributed, to troops under his command and 
jurisdiction, an order stating that "whoever app~ars in the Serbian 

- uniform with a weapon in his hand transgresses international law and 
,is to be shot to death immediately", ,that "if in any area (of Serbia) 
an armed band appears. then even the men capable of bear'ing arnh 
who are seiz'ed are to be shot to death, because they were in the 
proximity of the band, if it cannot immediately be ascel'fained with 
certainty that they were not connected with fhe band", and, further, 

. "that the bodies of all persons shot to death 'are to ,be hangeq up and 
- left hanging". 

, I'~ 

b. During 1:J period of Nme after June 1941, all of the defendants 
'herein issued, executed and distrjbuied, to troops unda'r their command 
and jurisdiction, an order for the summary execution of political Com­
missars, even though such persons were regularly attached to, and wore 
the recognized uniform of, members of the established military force.s' 
of enemy belligerents. 

12 

PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/d8ceea/



c. On or about 23 July -1941, the Commander-in-Chief Twelfth Army 
and Supreme Commander Southeast 'issued and'distributed, to troops 
under his command and jurisdiction, an order to punish resistance in 
lhe occupied territories of Greece and Yugoslavia "not by legal pro­
secuf.ion of the guilty, but by spreading terror and applying draconic 
measures". 

d. On or about' 2 October 1941, the Plenipotentiary Commarding 
General in Serbia ordered troops under his command and jurisdiction 
to execute 2100 Yugoslavian prisoners of war in retaliation for the death 
of 21 German soldiers. 

e. On or about 4 October 1941, the Plenipotentiary Commanding 
General in Serbia issued an order to trooJ?sunder his command and 
jurisdiction to give no quarteJ to members of the Yugoslav National 
Army. ' 

f. On or about 14 October 1941, the Plen1ipotentiary Commanding 
General in Serbia ordered troops under his command and jurisdidion 
to arrest all wives, and male relatives aged 15 years and over, of 
members of the Yugoslav National Army and to confine them in con­
centration camps. 

g. On or about 2 November 1941, the Plenipotentiary Comman,ding 
General in Serbia issued an order to troops under his command and 
jurisdiction to continue the practice of shooting, after a short ,inter­
rogationl . all "partisans" captured in combat. 

h. During a period of time after 18 October 1942, all of the defend­
ants' her~in, except the defendant L1ST r issued, executed, and d,istributed 
to troops under their command and jurisdiction an order to execute 
in battle, or within 24 hours after capture, all members of AHied "com­
mando" and "military mission" units, whether9r not such persons were 
regularly attached fo, and wore the recogn'ized un'iform of, duly autho­
rized members of the established military forces of enemy beHigere'nts. 

i. On or about 11 September 1943, the Commander-in-Chief and 
the Chief of Staff of army 'Group F and Supreme Command Southeast, 
the Commander-in-Ch'ief Second. Panzer Army, the Commanders of the 
LXVIII Inlfantry Corps, XXII' Mountain Corps, LXIX ReserVe Corps, and" 
XV Mountain Corps and Ihe Military Commander of Serbia andMlilitarv 
Commander Southeast, issued, executed and distributed to troops under 
their command and jurisdiction an o~der for the execution of one staff 
officer and 50 men of each Div.is'ion of the surrendered Italian Army 
which, prior to its surrender, had sold, given away, or destroyed its 
weapons, and for the execution of one officer and 10 men of each such 
Division Which, prior to its surrender, had made a motor vehicle unusable. 

I 
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j. On or about 24 S'eptember 1943, the Comm'ander oftha XXII Moun-
tain Corps ordered troops under h'is command and jurisdiction to execute "­
the captured Itali.m General Gandini and all officers oi his staff. 

k. On or about 28 September 1943, in Croatia, troops under the 
command and jurisdicf.ion of the Second Panzer Army executed 300 
captured officers of the Italian "Bergamo" Division. 

1. On or about 1 Novem~er 1943, troops of the 100th Jaeger Division, 
under the command 'and jurisdiction of the Second Panzer Army, exe­

/ c:uted two captured colonels, the Operations and Supply Officers res­
pectively:, of' the ,ltalianl Ninth Army. 

13. The acts and conduct of the defendants set forfhin this Count 
'were committedunla,wfully, wilfully, and knOWingly and consfiitute 
violat,ions of international conventions, of the Hague Regulations" 1907, 
of the Prisoner-of-War Convenf'ion '(Geneva, 1929), of the laws and 
customs of war, of the general principles of criminal law as derived 
from the criminal laws of all civilized nations, of the internal penal laws 
of 'the countries in which s,uch crimes were committed, and were decla­
red, recognized and defined as crimes by Article II of ControLCouncil 
law No. 1 O. ~, 
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COUNT FOUR 

14. Betw~en September 1939 arid May 1945, all of the defendants 
unlawfully, wilfully and knowingly committed War Crimes and Crimes 
against Humanity, as de·fined in Article II of Control Council Law No. 10, 
in that they were principals in, accessories to; ordered, abefted, 'took 
a consenting part in, were connected with plans and enterprises in­
volving, and were members of organizations or groups connected with, 
the murder, torture, an·d systematic terror,ization, imprisonment in con­
centration camps, arbitrary forced labor on fortificaHons and entrench­
ments to be used by the enemy, and deportation to slave labor, of 
the civilian populations of Greece, Yugoslavia and Albania, by troops 
of the German Armed Forces under the comn\anld and jurisdidion o.f, 
responsible to, and acting pursuant to orders issued, executed, and 
distributed by, the defendants herein. Great numbers of citizens-"demo.,. 
crats, nationalists, Jews, and Gypsi·es",-were arbitrarily seized and 
thrown into concentration camps where they were systematically beaten, 
tortured, ill-treated and murdered, while other masses of the civilian 
population were forcibly conscr.ipted for labor in the Reich and the 
occupied territories, transported in trains without adequate heat or 
sanitary conditionls, and there, separated from family imd friends, were 
made to labor long hours under inhumane conditions. 

15. The murders, imprisonment in concentration camps, deportation 
to slave labor and other crimes charged in this Count included, buf 
were not limited to, the following: 

a. On or about 23 September 1941, troops of the' 342nd Division, 
under the command and jurisdiction of the XVIII Mountain Corps, were 
ordered to place the entire male population, between/ the ages of 14 
and 70, Qf the town of Sabac, Serbia! in a concentration camp. 

b. On or about 6 Oelober 1941, the Plenipotentiary Commanding 
General in Serbia ordered troops of the 342nd Infantry Division, under 
the command and jurisdiction of the XVIII Mountain Corps, to clear 
the district south of Mit,rovica and northeast of Ravnje of its entire 
population and to e'rect in the nearby town of Zasaviza a concentration 
camp capable of accommodating 30,000 persons. 

c. On or about 11 October 1941, the Plenipotentiary Commanding 
General in Serbia ordered the execuNon of 2200 Jews from a con­
centraf.ion camp in Belgrarde, Yugoslavia. : 

d. On o'r about 10 August 1943, the Chief of Staff Army Group E 
and Supreme Command Southeast. issued, executed, and distributed to 
troops subordinate to that command an order to deport the male 
population of whole villages in the occupied terr,itories ·of Greece and 
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,Yugoslavia for forced labor in Germany, and "to answer attacks ,on 
German s,oldiers and damage to German property ,in all cases by the 
shootin~ or hang'ing of hostages, the destruction of surrounding, vil-
lages; etc.". " ' 

e. On or about 30 Novemqer 1943, during "Ac,tion H"afenfahrt", 
troops of the 1 OOth Jaeger Division, under the command and jurisdiction 
of the Second Panzer Army, were ordered to arrest an'd deport to the 
concentration camp at Semlin all "communists" in the Albanian cif1ies 
of Durazzoand' Shijeb. -

f.- On or about 2 December 1943, the C.omm'cmder-in-Chief of the 
Second Panzer Army ordered troops under his command and jur,isdic­
tion engaged in the operation, "Panther"- ~o evacua'fe the male popula­
.tion of Croatian towns and v'illages for deportation to forced labor in 
Germany. ' 

g. On or about 3 December 1943r dur,ing Operation "Parither", the 
Commander of th~ XVth -Mountain Corps ordered troops under his 
command and jurisdiction to deport the able-bodied population of 
numerous Croatian villages to Germany for fors;ed labor. 

16. The acts and conduct of the defendants set forth in this Count 
were- committed unlawfully, wilfully and knowingly and constitute viola­
tions of international conventions, of the Hague Regulations, 1907, of 
the laws and customs of war, of the general principleS' of criminal law 
as de~ived from the criminal laws of all civilized natio~s, of the inter­
nal penal laws of the countries in which such crimes were commiHed, 
and were declared; recognized and, defined as crimes by A'rf.icle II 

. I . \ 

of Control \ Council Law No.1 O. 

WHEREFORE, this Indictment is filed with the Secretary General of 
the Military Tribunals and the charges herein made against the above­
named defendants are hereby presented to the Military Tribunals. 
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APPENDIX °A. 

Statement of Military Command~ Held by Each of the Defendants, 0 

September, 1939 to May, 1945 

The following is a list of the high military command~ held by each 
of the defen1dcnts in the German Armed Forces during the period 
September 1939 - May 1945. Each \ of the defendants, in holding and 0 

exerdsing these commands, committed War Crimes and Crimes against 
Humanity as set forth in this Indictment. 

LIST: 

The defendant Wilhelm LIST during the period September 1939-
May 1945 was: (1939) Commander...;in-Chief Fourteenth Army during 
the campaign against Poland; (1939-1940) Commander-in-Chief Twelfth 
Army in the West; (1941) Commander-In-Chief Twelfth Army and 
Supreme Commander Southeast during the campaign against, and 
subsequent occupation of, Greece; (1942) Commander-in-Chieif Army 
Group "A" on the Eastem Front; retired on 10 September, 1942. 

Decorations: 
Ritferkreuz (Knight's Cross): Siovakisches Siegerkreuz [Slovakian Vic­

tory Cross): Gro~kreuz des Heiligen Alexander mit Schwert [Grand Crqss 
of the Holy Alexander with Sword): Gro~kreuz des Ungarischen MiIi­
taerischen Verdienstordens mit Schwert [Grand ,Cross of the HungarOlan 
Military Order of Merit with Sword): Michael der Taplere II. und 1I1.\Klasse 
[Order of Michael the Brave 2nd and 3rd Class): Gro~off.izier des Orden 
vom Haus Savoyen mil Sdlwert [Officer of the Orders of the House of 
Savoy with Sword). 0 

promotions: ,; 
(1939) General.oberst (General); (18 July 1940) Generalfeldmarschall 

(General of the Army). 
\ • 0 

WElCHS: 

The defendant Maximilian von WElCHS during the period Septem­
ber 1939-May 1945 was: (1938-1939) Commanding General XIII In­
fantry Corps during the occupations of Austria, the Sudetenland, and 

-;--
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Czechoslovakia, and during the campaign against .Poland; (1940-1942) 
Commander-in-Chief Second Army during the campaigns against the 
Low Countries, France, Yugoslavia and Russia; (1942-1943) Commander-

'in-Chief Army Group "B" on the Eastern Front; (1943'--1945) Gom­
mander-in-Chief Army Group "F" and Supreme Commander Southeast 
during the occupations of Greece, Yugoslavia and Albania; March 1945 
-May 1945 Fuehrer ~eserve. ' 

Decorati,ons: 
Spange zum .E.K. II und zum EK. I [Clasp to the Iron Cross 1st and 

Cross); Eichertlaub .zum Ritterkreuz des E.K. (Oiik Leaf to the Knight's 
2nd Class); Rifterkreuz des Eisernen Kreuzes (Knight's Cross of the Iron 
Cross of the /ron Cross); G.ro~kreuz zum Ungarischen Verdienstorden 
(Grand Cross to the Hungarian Order for Meritorious Service); Orden 
der Italienischen Kronle (Order of the Italian Crown); Bulgarischer St. Ale­
xanderOrden [Bulgarian St. Alexander Order); Kroatischer Zvon·imir 
Ordeln (Croatian Zvonimlr Order). 

Promotions: 

(1936) General der Kavallerie (Lieutenan't General, Cavalry); (1940) 
Generaloberst (General); '(1943) Generalfeldmarschpll (General of the 
Army). 

RENDULlC: 

The defendant Lothar RENDULIC during the period September 1939 
':-May 1945 was: (1939) Chief of Staff XVII Infantry Corps Iduring the 
campaign against Poland; (1940) Commanding General 14th Infantry 
Division during the campaigns against the Low Countries and France; 
(1940-1942) Commanding General 52nd Infantry Division during lhe 
occupation of France and the campa'ign against Russia; (1942-1943) 
Commanding General XXXV Army Corps on the Eastern Front; (1943 
-1944) Commander-in-Chief Second Panzer Army du~ing the occupa­
tion of Yugoslavia and Albania; (1944) Com~;;tnder-in-Chief Twentieth 
Mountain Army in Finlan'd and Norway and Commander-in-Chief Armed 

. Forces in Norway; (1945) Commander-in-Chief Army Group North in 
East Prussia, Commander-in-Chief. Army Group Courland and Comman­
der-in-Chief Army Group South. . 

Decorations: 

Eisernes Kreuz I and II (Iron Cross 1st and 2nd Class); Deutsches 
Kreuz in Gold (German Cross in Gold); Rifterkreuz des Eisernen, Kreu­
zes [Knight's Cross of the Iron Cross); Ostmedaille (Eastern Medal); 
Eichenlaub zum Ritferkreuz mit Schwertern [Oak Leaves with Swords to 
the Iron Cross)., 

f8 

PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/d8ceea/



PromoHons: 
(September 1939) oberst (Colonel); (December 1939) Generalmajor 

(Briga1dier General); (1941) Generalleutnant (Major General); (1942) Ge­
neral der Infanterie (Lieutenant General, Infantry); (1944) Generaloberst 
(General). , 

Became a member of the Austrian Nazi Party in 1932. 
Austrian Military Attache in Paris, France (1934-1936). 

KUNTZE: 

The defendant Walter KUNTZE during the period September 1939 to 
May 1945 was: (1940, 1941) Commanding General of XXIV Infantry 
Corps during the campaigns aga'inst the low Countries, France and 
Russia; (1941) Deputy of Field Marshal LIST, Commemder.lin-ChiefTwelfth 
Army Armed Forces Commander Southeast; (1942-1945) in charge of 
training of Replacement Army; (Autumn 1944) ,in charge of work on 
the West Wall. 

Decorations: 
Spange zum E.K. II und E.K. I (Clasp to Iron Cross 2nd Class and 

Iron Cross 1st Class); Rifterkreuz Ides Eisernen Kreuzes (Knight's Cross 
of the Iron Cross); Deutsches Kreuz in Silber (German Cross in Silver); 
Schutzwallahrenzeichen (Medal of the Atlantic Wall);, Gro~kreuz zum 
Bulgarischen Militaerischen Verdienstorden (Grand Cross to the But."' 
garlan Order for meritorious Military Service); Gro~orden der Krone 
Koenig Zwonimirs (Order of the crow,,- of King Zwonimir). 

Promofi,ons: 

(1938) General der P,ion'iere (Lieutenant-General, Engineers). 

FOERTSCH: 

The defendant Hermann FOERTSCH during the period September 
1939-May 1945 was: (1939) ,Chief of Staff of Wehrkreis (Service Com .. 
mand) VIII; (1939-1940) Chief of Staff of. XXVI Infanlry Corps in the 
West; (1940) Commanding Officer of the General Staff Courses in Ber­
lin; (1941) Liaison Officer of OKH (A~my High Command)' with Twelfth 
Army in the Balkan campaign against G,reece; (1941) Chief of Staff of 
Twelfth Army; (1942-1943) Chief of Staff of Army Group "E" and later 
of Army Group "F"; (Summer 1944) Commanding General of the 21st 
Infantry Division on the Eastern Front; (1944) Commanding General o~ 
the X Infantry Corps; (1945) Commander-in-Chief First Army on Western 
frontier of the Reich. . 
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Decoration. : 
Spange zum Eisernen Kreuz II. Klasse und I. Klasse (Clasps to the Iron 

- Cross 2nd Class and 1st Class): Deutsches Kreuz in Gold (German Cross 
in Gold); Ritterkreuz des Eis-ernen Kreuzes (~nlght's Cross to the Iron 

) Cross). 

Promotions: 
(1938) Oberst (Colonel); (1942) Generalmajor (Brigadier General); 

{1943) Gieneraneutna~t (Major General); (1944) General der Infanterie 
(Lieutenant General, Infan'try). 

Publications: 
~ 

, -Most imporlantpublications: 
Kriegskunst heute und morgen (The Art of Warfare today, and tomorrow); 

BOEHME: 

The defendant Franz BOEHME during the period September 1939"""'; 
May 1945 was: (1939-1940) Commanding Genera~ 32nd Infantry Divi­
sion during the campaigns against Poland, the Low Countr'ies an'd France; 
(1940-1941) Commanding Gen~ral XVIII InTantry Corps, and (1941) Pleni­
potentiary Military Commander -in Serbia; (1942-1943) Commanding Ge-

_ neral XVIII Infantry Corps in Finland; (1944) Commander-in-Chief Second 
Panzer Army; (1945) Commander-in-Chief TwentiefhMountain Army and 
Armed Fo'rces C.ommander Norway. 

Decorations: -' •. 
Eisernes Kreuz I. Klasse und 1'1. Klasse (Iron Cross ht and 2nd Class); 

Ritterkreuz des Eisernen Kreuzes (Knight's Cross of the Iron Cross): 
, Deutsches Kreuz in Gold (German Cross In Gold). 

Promotions: ~ 

(.1939) Generalleutnant (Major General); 1940 (General der Gebirgs-
truppen (Lieutenant General, Mountain Troops). ' 

FELMY: _ 

The defendant Helmuth FELMY during the period September 1939 
-May 1945 was.: (1939-1940) Commander' of Luftflotfe (Air Fleet) 
No. II; (1941) Head of the German Military Mission to Irak; (1941) Mili­
tary Commander Southern Greece ~nd Commander Special Staff "F" 
(Staff of former Military Mission Irak, at that time located in Greece); 
(1942-1944) Commanding General of LXVIII Infantry Corps on Eastern 
Front, in Greece; Yugoslavia and Hungary; (1944-1945) Commanding 
General of XXXIV Infantry Corps -in Yugoslavia. -
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D t· 1'. ecora Ions: 
Spange zum E.K. I'I and I [Clasps to the Iron Cross 2nd Class and 

1st Class); Deutsches Kreuz in Gold (German Cross in Gold). 

Promotions: 
(1938) General der Flieger (Lieutenant General, Air Force). 
Became a member of the Nazi Party in 1940. 

LANZ: 

The defendant Hubert LANZ during the period September 1939-
May 1945 was: (1939-1940) Chief o,f Staff of Wehrkreis (Service Com­
mand) V; (1940) Chief of Staff of XVIII Mountain Corps, during the 
campaigns against the Low Countries and France; (1-940-1943) Com~ 
manding General of 1 st Mountain Division during the campaigns against 
Yugoslavia and Russia; (1943) Deputy Commander of the XXXXIX Moun­
tain Corps in Russia; (1943-1945) Commanding General of XXII Moun­
tain Corps in Greece and Hungary. 

Decorafions: 
Rilterkreuz des Eisernen Kreuzes (Knight's Cross of the Iron Cross); 

Eichenlaub zum Rilterkreuz [Oak Leaves to the Knight's Cross otthe 
Iron Cross). 

Promotions: 
(1939) Oberst (Colonel); (1940) Generalmajor (Brigadier General); 

(1942) Generalleutnant (Major General); (1943) General der Gebilrgs­
truppep (Lieutenant G~rieral, Mountain Troops). 

DEHNER: 

The defendant Ernst DEHNER during the period September 1939-
May 1945 was: (1940) Commander of the 87th Infantry Regiment in 
Belgium; (1941-1942) Commanding General of the 106th Infantry Divi­
sion during the campaign again~t Russia and on occupation duty in 
Northern France; (1942) Commanding General o,f the LXXXII Infantry 
Corps'; (1943-1944) Commanding General of LXIX Reserve Corps 'in 
Croafia; (1944) Military Commander Southern France.' . 

Decorations: 

Silberne Spange zum' Preussischen Eisernef!. Kreuz l.und II. Klasse 
[Silver Clasps to Prussian Iron Cross 1st and 2nd Class),lnfanterie-Sturm­
abzeichen (Infantry Assault Medal); Ritlerkreuz des Eisernen Kreuzes 
(Knight's Cross. of the Ironl Cross); Medaille "Winterschlachil im Osten", 
[Me~al of the Winter Batfle in the East); Orden vom Heiligen Zwonimir 
(Order of the Holy Zwonimlr). ' 
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Promotions: 
(1936) Oberst (Colonel); (1940) Generalmajor (Brigadier General); 

(1942) Gene1ralleutnanf (Major General); (1942) General der Infanferie 
(Lieu·tenant General, Infantry). 

LEYSER: 

The defendant Ernst lEYSER during the period September 1939-
M'ay1945 was: (1939-1940) Commander of 169th Infantry Regiment 
during the campaign against Poland, the low Countries and France; 
(1941) Commanding General of the 269th Inf.antry Division in Russia; 
(1942) Commandin:g General of the XXVI Corps in Russia; (1943-1944) 
Commanding General of XV Mountain Corps in Croatia; (1944-1945) 
Commanding General o,f XXI Mountain Co~ps in Albania. 

. \ 
Decorations: 

Spange zum Eisernen Kreuz I. und II. Klasse (Clasps to the Iron 
Cross ht and 2nd Class); Rifterk'reuz des Eisernen Kreuzes (Knight's Cross 
of the Iron Cross); Deutsches Kreul: in Gold (German Cross in Gold). 

Promo+ions: 
(1937) Oberst (Colonel); (1941) Generalmajor (Brigadier General); 

(1942) Generalleutnant (Major General); 1942 General der Infanterie 
(Lieutenant General, Infantry). -

SPEIDEL: 

The defendant Wilhelm SPEIDEL du:ring the period September 1939 
-May 1945, was: (1939) Chief of Staff luftflotfe (A'ir Fleet) I during 
the campaign against F"oland; (1940) Chief o·f Staff luftflofte (Air Fleet) 
H during the campaigns against Poland, the low Coun/tries and France; 
(1940--1942) Commanding General and Commander of the German 
Air Force Mission in Rumanli.a; (1942) Milita'ry Commander Southern 
Greece; (1943~1944) Military Commander Greece; (1944-1945) Com­
mander of the Liaison Staff OKl (Alir Force High Command) Southeast; 
(1945) Commander, Special Field Police Regiment IN. 

Decorations: 
.Spange zum E'isernen Kreuz I." und H. Klasse (Clasps to the Iron Cross 

1st Class and 2nd Class); var'ious Rumanian and Bulgarian decorations. 

Promotions: 
(1937}' Oberst (Colonel); (1939) Generalmajor (Brigadier General); 

(1940) Generalleutnan:t (Majo'r General); (1942) General der Flieger 
(Lieutenant General, A'ir Force). 
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GEIT~ER: 

The defendant Kurt von GEITNER during the period September 1939 
-May 1945 was: (1939) Commander of an· Infantry Replacement Regi­
ment; (1940) Operations Officer of Wehrkreis (SerVice Command) VII'!; 
(1940) Chief of Shiff XXXXV Infantry Corps during the occupation of 
France; (1941) attached to Staff of Army Group Center during the cam­
paign against Russia; (1942) Chief of Staff to the Commanding General 
and Commander in Serbia; (1943) Chief of Staff to the Military Com­
mander of Serbia and Military Commander South-East. 

De,coraNons: 

Spangen zum Eisernen Kreuz I. und II. Klasse (Clasps to the Iron 
Cross 1st and 2nd Class); Kriegsverdienstkreuzll. Klasse (War Merit. 
Cross 2nd Class). 

Promotions: 

(1936) Major der Reserve (Major, Reserve Officer); (1940) Oberst­
leutnant (Lieutenant Colonel); (1942) Oberst (Colonel); (1944) 'General-
major (Brigadier General).' -

Became a member of the Nazi Party in Spring, 1938. 
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