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THF. UN !TF.D S'l'ATT<'S OF At.f:t'RICA, e. t a l 

ARAKI , Sadoo• e t a l 

sworn D~posl~ion 

Deponentt tTGAKJ, Isse.1 

Having been duly s·1!orn in a cc ordancr wi t h t lle ~rocPdU J'f' 

follow~d in my country , I d o h€t·c>b:,r d"'poe"" ~ma s11v os foll ows ~ 

1. I was Minis t er of Fo~~ign Affa irs in the first KonoyP 

Cab1ne t from May 26 to SeptembPr 2g, 1938 . 

2. Towa rd t he end of August of tha t yPa r, Pr~mi0 r Konoye 

suggf stt=- d to me t he uppointment to vlceminist PT'ahip 

of For~ ign Affai~s of Mr . Sh1ra tori Toshio who was 

then on the waiting list as a m1n1 s t P. r plPnipot~ntiary . 

While I had no desire to r emove thP t hem vice -miniat~r, 

I thought - it a pity t • l eave Mr. Shira t ori so long 

without any a ssignment . I thPrefore ~eque st~d him to 

/ call on mP ~nd asked him i£ he would a ccept the rost of 

Amba ssador to Ita l y . He showed r Pluctance at fi rst, 

but consentPd c fPw daY,S l a t r. r . H~ was formally i ns t qllr 
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onlinle !~no· ot Sopt amber . 
~ 

In J eciding upon this appointment , it was no part of 

my consideration t o spe cifica lly make Mr . Shirutor1 

conduct a nego· i a tion looki ng t o strengthenin~ the 

Anti-Comintern Pact betwePn Ja pan, GPrmany a~d Italy , 

nor to l f' t him in any way put forth spf'd.!ll efforts 

to indticr Ita ly t o port1 c1pe t e in s uch a new ~grPemPn t. · 

In offering him the Rome 1ost, ther~ fo~~, n~ m~ntion 

whatever, was m9df' of this mattPr. 

4. As a ma tter of f act ~t thf! t timr thr quPstion of 

s t rengthening the Anti-C om,nt 0 r n Pnct h~d been brought 
. . 

to the notice of the J apanese govrrnmPnt merAl y i n the 

form of information from German quA rt~ rs. It wa s by no 

means a formal overture through th c,> a,.,rman Ambassa dor 

in Tokyo or from the Japan~se Ambessador ~n BP-rlin, 

but was conveyed t o us by our Vi11ta r y Attache 1n P. 0 r l1n 

as a piecR of information . The whole mo tte r was still 

a t a quite unoff icial .and sounding stage . It. ls truP 

·tha t tho Govornm~nt decidPd to l aunch int o a t P.n t otivP 

negotiation, but no maturF study had ye t b,.,,.,n wade, nor 

a final conclusion reached nt that timr , I for JflYSf' lf 

was of thP opinion that the quPstion of strAngth~ning 

or smplifying th~ Anti-Conin t er n p9ct wgs nn~ CPrtPring 

upon the rr,.,vrnti on of t hP cotnJ11un1stjc ~rvolution of the 

world and tha t c onsequP-ntly it was a matt~ r sol Pl y of 
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,. whu t · ~ -:surl"s s hou lo bf' ndoptc-d vis - !1 ... vis th"" c ommunistic 

powf' r s of the world. I be 11Pvcd t ha t whPt he r th~ 

s trP-ng thPning or nmplifying of th0 Pa c t s houl~· s t op a t 

mutua l politica l a s s istanCP or should Pwbr a c0 mil ita r y 

ass istancP as Wf' ll should bo s tud iF d on th3t wojor 

pr 0misP and dPt Prmined t hr ough nAgot iation on t ha t 

geinP r a 1 linf" . 

The problr>tr.s t ha t l 'l y nrr.1rrs t my hr>o rt as For /"ign 

Mini s t Pr., how<>w'r, wa s t he? soluti on of the China 

a ffa ir, which, in my opln1 on , v111s t hn most ur gF-nt n~E"' d 

of thP- timP- . Tha t I hud n~ccrt.<>d thP port fol~o of . . 
Fore i gri Af fairR wn s in f r.ct r11n'\.n ly for the purpos" of 

t a ok11ng t his a ll-impor t an t probT~m . C o~pa rPd t o .t his, 

the quest jon of s tr~ngthen ing t he An t i -Comi nt c. r n Pa ct 

was a rathP- r mi nor conside r a t ion w~th m~ . Tha t i s why 

I d i d n ot s~ f' ci fico lly dja cuss it with ~r . Shi r nt ori 

-in a ssj gn ing him to Rome . 

5. To the bf's t of my r Pcollectj on , ~r, Sh ir~ t ori l F' ft 

Tokyo for ? omP soml" time a ft er J had r Psigned as 

For e i gn ~i~lstr~. 

on this _~ __ ,lay 0f M'.'l y, 194.7 

At Tokyo 

Dflp ono n tt / s/ tTGAKT , Isse i ( s fl a l) 
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'·. 
'/ I , HTROT.4 . Yo j i , hPr o by CPrt ify t ha t th<"' acovn 

s t 'l t cmPnt wa s sworn by tho De pon<'nt , who o f f i x~n his 

signa ture and SPa l the r e t o i n thl" prr scncc:. of t '1ls WitP~ss . 

On thP 'sum~ da t o 

At Tpkyo 

WitnP S~! /s/ HIRarA , Yoj i ( se.n1 ) 

OATH 

In a cc ordance with my c ons cinncP I sw~ar t o t e ll thP 
. 

whole truth withholding nothing nnd odding nothi ng . 

/S/_!JGAKI , Iss t:? i (seal) 
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