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Having been duly sworn in accordance with the rrocedure

followed in my country, I do hereby depose and savy as follows:

1, T was Minister of Foreign Affairs in the first Konoye
Cabinet from May 26 to September 20, 1938.
Toward the end of August of that year, Premier Konoye
suggested to me the appointment to ¥iceministership
of Foreign Affairs of Mr. Shiratorl Toshio who was
then on the waiting 1ist as a minister plpﬁipotgntiary.

While T had no desire to remove the then vica-minister;

I thought-it a pity te leave Mr, Shiratorl so long
without aﬂy agssignmente I therefore requested him to
¢all on me and asked him if he would accept the fost of

Ambagsador to Italy. He showed reluctance at first,

but consented & few days later, He was formally installe
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N on#thé 22nd of Soptamber,
3 In deciding upon this appointment, it was no part of
my consideration to specifically make Mr. Shiratori

conduct a nego‘ tation looking to strengtheninc the

Anti-Comintern Pact between Japan, Germany and Ttaly,
nor to let him in any waé put forth special efforts
to induce Italy to participate in such 2 new agreement . B
In offering'him the Rome post, therefora, no mention
whatever, was made of this matter,

4, As a matter of fact at thet time the question of
strengthening the Anti=Comintern Pact had been brought ;i
to the notice of the Japanese government meraly in the
form of information from German quarters. Tt was by no

. means a formal overture through the GePman Ambassador
in Tokyo or from the Japanese Ambossador in Berlin, *§£
but was conveyed to us by our Military Attache in Rearlin e
as a plece of information. The whole mmtterlwas still :

at a gquite unofficial and sounding stage, Tt is true

‘that the Government decided to launch into a tentative 'ﬂ&?
negotiation, but no mature study had yet been made, nor _nﬁi
a final conclusion reached at that time, T for myself - fE
was of the opinion that the question of strengthening i%

or amplifying the Anti=Conintern Pact was ane cnf*rring
upon the prevention of the communistic revolution of the N

world end that consequently 1t wns a matter solely of . Fo
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R » whot nfisures should be adopted vis=nevis the communistic
powers of the worldes I believed that whether the
strengthening or amplifying of the Pact shoul”: stop at
mutval political assistance or should embrace military

assistance as well should be studied on that major

premise and determined through negotiation on that

general line,

The problems that lav nearcst my heart ns.Forﬂign
Minister, however, was the solution of the China
affair, which, in my opinion, was the most urgent need
of the tiﬁe. That T had accepted the portfolio of
Forelgn Affair% was in foed nainly for the purpose of
tackling this all-important probicm. Comparﬂé to this,
the question of strengthening the Anti~Comintern Pact
was a rather minor consideration with me, That is why
I did not specifically discuss i1t with ¥r., Shiratori
in assigning him to Rome.

To the best of my recollection, Mr, Shiratori 1left
Tokyo for Fome some time after T had resigned as °

Forelgn Minister.

y of May, 1947

At_Tokyo
Deponent¢ /S/ UGAXT, Issei (seal)
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I, HIROTA, Yoji, heraby certify that the akove

stntement was sworn by the Deponent, who affix~d his

signature and seal thereto in the prrsence of this Witress,

On the some date
At Tokyo

Witness: /8/ HIROTA, Yoil (seal)

OATH

In accordance with my conscience T swear to tell the

whole truth withholding nothing and ﬂddi,ng nothings

/8/_UGAKI, Issei (seal)
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