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Def. Doc . 2577 , P• 6, lines 8 •nd 9 should reada 

On this 10th day of ieptember, 1947 

At lat Demobilization Bureau 

3 Nov. 1947 

Page 6, lines 11 and 16, nsJl& •iwv., Seiji• should be 'SAIKl, Chihiro•. 
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Def. Doc . # 2577 Exh. No. 

Trans l ated by 
De~ense Language Brar.ch 

INT~RNATIONAL MILITARY TR IBU~Af, FOR THE FAR EAST 

THE UNITED STATES OF t.:~:UC'\ , et a l 

- vs -

ABAKI , Sadao, et a l 

S'!"ORN DEROSITION( ·rrfln sl~ti.on) 

Deponent : SAKAKIHARA , Kazuye 
I 

Having first duly svorr an oath R~ on attached sheet 

and in accordance with the procedu re fol lowed in my country 

I hereby depose as follows . 

1. My name is SAKAKIHARA , Kazuye and my address is 

Ichigaya Honshio- cho , Shinjuku- ku , Tokyo. I am nov• in th~ 

post of Chief of the Personnel Section of the First Demobili -

za ti on Bureau . '"hen the war ended , I was Chief of the 

Genera l AffDirs Sec t ion of the Genera l Staff . Prior to the 

wa r , that is , d~ ring the neriod f rom 1936 (Showa 11) to 

1940 (Showa 15) , I served -.:i.s a l'.'lember of the Personnel 

Section of the ''a r Ministry, ther efore I am fully aware of 

laws and ordinances conccr~1 ng the appointments , dismissals , 

e tc . of the servicemen of the Ja pa nese Army and the actual 

application of them. I will hereinafter depose concerning 
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the appoint~ents and dism1ssa ls of Ar~y officers, among 

other matters , "'hether or I"Ot they cou ld be relieved of 

their status or quit office fr ee ly nt their own will. 

2 . Tn the Ordinnrce c~ncerning the Status of the 

Army Officer (Defense Document No . 1337) , it was provided 

for that an Army officer , ~rter being commissioned as an 

officer, was treated as a holder of a permanent office and 

accorded the correspond1nr. privileges ; while duri ng the 

term of his military service, he was under obligation to 

devote hinself to military duties , and could not leave 

his post as he wished , nor was he permitted to enter the 

reserve list from the active at his will . NoVJ I ¥.ill 

state points referring to both ' status ' (karr) and ' office ' 

( §hQ.~!:l) • 

3. Concerning Permanency of Office . 

Article 3 of the Ordinance Concerning the Statvs o: 

the Ar~y Officer reads : 

"The officer, ur.less he comes under one of the following 

ite~s, shall not lose his s t~ tus : 

(1) In case he i~ re l ieved of his status at his own 

request. 

(2) In case he is dis~i~~en by the Imperial sanction 

OP. the ground that he ~cted nrainst his duty as 

an officer and impaired his honor as an officer . 
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(3) Ir c ~sa he ~~ s sent 0 r ced to a penRlty im~rison-

"lent, except 1 hen he ~P S sentenc~d to l ess than one 

year's imprisonment ~ccordjn~ to the Army Criminal 

Law or the .f\·'.'!vy Crt.'l~ l~l L0w. 11 

This is a protective st i pul~ tion ~hich clarifies the t 

the stat11s of the m1lit~ ry off jcer shall not be lost except 

in the above three cases . The firs t item wh1.ch r e c:- ds : 

urn c-sse he is relieved of his ste tus a t hjs own r equest , " 

does not ~ean that he will be relieved ~henever he "lerely 

requests it, but that it is only ~he~ his reques t i s permitted 

by the ~uthorities concerned. Ar·i 1 ~ ' he ~ ctual application 

of this provision, any r~quest t o be r elieved of o~e ' s st~tus 

~as subje~t to ~n iron custom which ~ctuP lly never permitted 

1 t though reqt·es t ed . I have he c-.r c thEtt ther0 v1as ar, :!.r. s t~nce 

in which , ..., roPnc the t i 'ne of the found~ ti on of t he J...r.-ri-:.r 

in the !~ij i erR , ~ rene rol r~o ~qs involved in s ome criminrl 

cese when it \ "S f oing to be R ~ublic aff ::.i ir r eques t ed to 

be relieved of his stPtvs so ~ s not to i~pair openly the 

honor of the s t e.tt' s .:lnd he irgs dis"lissecl . :~o,,-·ever, s ince 

then there hPs never teen ~1 1r~tance of disoi ssa l in 

accordance \'·i th the at'?=li c~ t i o:i of tr. ~ s j tem. 

4. Concerning th~ ' o"f:f.c;e ' (§h.Qb:Y) 

There are four c::tses jn ·rhich fin off icer on the active 

lis t is authorized to l e.'-lve his office : 'Awai ting orders' , 
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' Tempora ry retir~~~: tr~~~ ~~~~~ 1 , ' S~. J~~ 

and ' Transfer to the f irst r eserve '. 

( 1) ' Aw~i tire or<iers ' v·~s ordered to ' those officers 

on the ac tive list rho re re to be placed temporarily 

out of duty '. (Art icle 6 of the same or dinance ), 

(2) 'Temporary r etireMent from office ' was ordered 

to 'those whose term of absence f r om office, owing 

to wounds or illness , rec ch~d s ix ~onths . In this 

case, however, such persons mirht be ordered to 

Temporary r etirement from office ' at their request 

before the t erm of s ix months ended . (Article 7 of 

the same ordinance) 

(3) ' Suspension from office ' was ordered to ' those 

officer s who committed an act deserving discipl inary 

punishment '. (Articl ~ 8 of the same ordj nance) 

(4) ' Transfer to the first rese rve ' was orr1 e1·c: ,...., 

' tho:::0 o: .lic.ers under the order of ' A1•1a i ting orders ' , 

' Tempora ry reti r ement from office ', or 'Suspension 

from office ' due t o their he~lth condition or the 

necessi ty for rc~l~crn~rt ' . This ' Transfer to the 

fi r st reserve ' co1il d be ordered at the r equest of 

t he officer in qu~!tjor orly iP case he was cons ide red 

disabl ed for se rving ir the active se rvice owing to 

wounds or illness . (Ar ticle 10 of the same ord i nance) . 
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wa s permitted to l eRve hj s offjce only ~hen he requested 

to be ordered to ' Te~rnra ry r e t1rement f rom office' or 

' Tran~fer to tho fi rs t :·e:t? rve ' on the c;round that he v:e s 

incapacitated due to wounds or i l l ness from conducting 

business or executing duties ns ~ r off icer on the active 

list . (Article 7, Proviso a~d Article 10, Clause 2 of the 

same ordinance) . 

The procedure i n this cc.se is ~rovided for in Art icle 

. 5 of Chapter 2 of the Regul ations Rel ative to the Applica­

tion of the Ordinance Conce rni ng the Servjce of the Army 

Officer . (Defense Document No. 1~3 :' ) . As for the medica l 

certificate to go wi th the written r~quest for resignation , 

it was usually ~ritten by a surgeon attached to the unit 

or the Army hos pi t ::t l iL tJ-3 locality concerni:!d; and then 

it was to be approved b~' a .-:; upe r 11"':- surgeon ~ t t-:1ched tr i 

unit, or the direc t0r or th~ Army hospital; and when approved 

by the Division Co~~qn~er or a per son of equal authority , it 

was reported to the i'":=- r ;·iir" s t t; r . Ther efor!" ? it was entire -

ly inconceivnbl e for -ryor~ t r ·r 11Jr.ess . 

5. Such being the case, an Army offi ~er , so far as 

he was hea lthy enough to co• net b11 ~jre:;: or to ser ve 1n 

the active servi ce , could by r o meAns i£A ve his office on 

such grounds as that he cherished views contradicting 
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his superior . There mieht be some cases when a subordinate , 

he l d different views from his superior' s , he was transferred 

to s ome other post . Such t r ans fe r wes curried out not on 

his ovn r equest , but i r accordar ce ~1th t he decis ion of the 

superiors concerned ~~en it was deemed j us t and proper , 

by way of control or unity of the unit , t o t rans f e r him to 

some othe r post . 

On th is ___ day of ------- , 1947 

At 

Deponent : /S/ SAKAKI HARA, Ka zuye ( sea l) 

I, HARA , Seiji , hereby certif y tha t t he above sta t ement 

was sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his signature and 

sea l t her et o in the presence of thi s ~itness. 

On the same da te 

At the sa~e pl ace 

l~)I CJ.AHA, ~ei .ii , {s~al ) 

OATH 

In a ccordai:ce \·:i tr• '71~' C'Onscience I swear to tell the 

whole truth wi thholdirf. Poth~ rii· '1nd adding nothing. 

I S/ s1.;~KIEARA, Kazuye ( sea l) 
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