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I asked the American Ambassador in Tokyo to call on me at 
4:30 P.M. on 22 September, and expr'3ssed my opinion to the fol­
lowing effect . The Americ~n :unbassador r eplied that he would convey 
it to the home government immediately. 

(1) The intention of Premier Konoe in connection with the 
meeting or the two hoads is evident in the message to the President 
of the United States itself . 

(2) His intent~on is t hat the c;enerlll principles shall be de­
cided at the meeting of the two heads ~nd the details shall be left 
to negotiation by the competent authorities of the two Governments. 
The American Government, however, takes the attitude that agreemant 
on the pending points should be reached beforehand. 

(3) As I have repeatedly stated, the Japanese Government has 
readily made- replies to the inquiries of the American Government. 
Explanation with respected to the policy and attitude of the 
Japanese Government has been exhausted, and it now remains only to 
wait for the reply of the American Govarnrnent. 

(h ) The Japanese propos!ll which I handed to the American 
Ambassador on 4 September not only includes all the pending points , 
but expounds the Japanese attitude covering a wider scope , and in 
no way narrows down the original proposal of the Government of the 
United States. 

(5) The American Ambassador ' s inquiry of 10 September re­
minded me of the f ac t that the Gov~rnrnent of the United State s had 
a doubt as to using its good offices to r estore peace between J apan 
and Chinll . In this connecti~n, I showed the American Amb~ss~dor 
privately the basic terms of peace between J~pan and China. We are 
not taking a neVI position thereby, but it sh.:>uJ.d be taken es 'ln ex­
pl~nation of the Japanese proposal of 4 3ept em~er . <The basic peace 
terms which I presented will be cabled to you ~eparately as No . 590.) 

(6) As for the situation in Tokyo, there is ~ great difference 
compared with that of a month ago , as tho American Ambassador, con­
versant with Japanese affairs, must be well 11w1.1re . This is an un­
disputed truth, and I hope th~t the American Ambassador will 
strongly impress the fact upon the Governn:ent of the United States. 
The present Japanese-American negotiations became a topic of con­
versation everywhere in the world from about the time the news began 
to appear in the American press, and in J apan also they have inter­
ested a part of the general public . Me~mwhile , the anniversary of 
the conclusion of the Tripartite All j,ance wil" come Vlithin a few 
days. The function in o.eleb!'o.tion of the anniversary will be held 
as last year , but the Government intends to have it performed in as 
~al.Jn a way as possible. I fear, however, that there may be some in 
~is country who will try to seize the opportunity to arouse 
public opinion against the J apanese- American negotiations, and also 
that there may be some disturbances. 

(7) The situation 1n Jnpan.- is very delicate , as explained 
above. The earliest possible consent of the Government of the 
United States to the meeting under consideration, at least as a 
matter of principleL is hopefully awaited. The situation is now ex­
tremely critical. it is requested that you should promptl convey 
the contents of tJ;i1aconv~n to°(\ n1YJ t at and re­
port his reactioh · ~ it. 9'-
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From Toy.:>da t -:> lfomu..•a 
23 September 1941 
N) . 591 

I n the aft <wn::>on -:> f ?.3 S0pt embo1·, I h ad the reas (.. ns for 
~he statjo111.n(! oi' J apanase f orC'es ~n Chlnu t1"'lURrr.lt t0d t.:> the 

.-.oupRell o r ')f ~i:~ i~meri~:m Ernor.ssy .n To!<:yo , no thq't they might 
oe convAJ<:>d t "' ~hJ h.11.ar i .... an •\mb:\s ~ 1d Jr in Toxy-..1 'ln::l to t. hu 
Jecret s~y ') f ~t ate . It is r equost0d tL~t yo u, too , sh')uld 
prol'l"ptl· · nform Rull c. · thom. 

J 'lpan fl~d~ it ne cess3r y to st~t1 ~n h er ~orces in cort~in 
area s of Chh1'1 f ')r such 11 peri od 3 S r..-:..y he neoos f. '-'.r y after t hiJ 
res t">r ation of pea\!e batwean J >ip'ln a nd Chir.11 , fo ~· the ~ 1ko 
(1) of coope r Qting in construn~ jng a p er eful China , and (2) 
of defend~ng tha s'lf'ety of .T'lpan hersel· 

(l) P.istory prove s th9 inst'lbillty of pe~ce in China , 
11nd it is &s pGcially cifficult to m'linta in pee.ic e qnd order after 
w'lrs. We h fl ve s een no t ·1 few im;tances of f or9ign powers taking 
advantage of such a situ~ti on t o menace the peace ::>f China , 
which ')ft6n c ~u~ed c · tna to -:>pen hostilities aga~ns~ J9p!ln or 
s?me oth '3r th1~.>c1 P')Wu•"• The u-:'lst':lblo sit;uati..,n within t h ,. , ·u1• 
try thus very oft en cev3lopecl into ~ .1t3rnatio!1al strlfe . ._ ·,.. 
a l so a f act -p>l t ent t o all th.11t the · 3l'£emont activity of t he 
Communist Party is actually d? ing ml.4·!h h .iirm to the mainten~mce 
of peace ~nd or dar there . 

If such conditions ware to be repeatad in futur 0 , i t 
would ba quitl3 impossibl e to stabilize the 11~3 of the Chines ~ 
people ~md promote thair h appiness. The most im?..,rt ~.nt t. U r :. 
of 1111, the r of or3 , is th!lt order sh"> uld be m11int !li n':)d 9.f te1" 
the r 3storat i on of pa ace between J 'lpan 'lnd Chinav ~Cc') ;:."dingly, 
.J':l.pan desires t hat or der shoul d be ma intained s? "\S to h'lve 
;nina concentr ate her energi as on the prompt reali~ation ? f 

•• 1 stabilized life f or har peopla . .. s J qpan r ecognizes that it 
ls hardly possible (besic J s the r e iar'3 ·"a'lsor. ·1 ~.".. (2) } in the 
l ight of the pros9r.t sjtu~tion i n Chin& t~1t she undertake it 
herself u11aided , even ... ugh J ap'ln desires that Chin11 do so, it 
is 1nte: Jod to station ,he nece ss'lr y nui . ~er of force s f or s uch 
time as may be neco ss 'lry, in ce~tain ar o .s of Chi nq . 

(2) It is self-evident th'i t , e ven from 'ln oc.onomic point 
of view, pe.11ce and ~rder in adjacent qre~s h.11ve an i mportant 
bearing upon tha exist9nce ~f J qpan. Ee qlly self- e vident i s 
it that tho s itustinn ::>f C:una viewed fr?m the mi li tary point 
of view, whe n pe11c e is r ost or ad g,ft er f our ye llrs of large-scale 
modern wgr

1 
may ex e r t ~ dlroct and immanse influence upon the 

very exis tenca of J~p~n. N')W tha t all the world i s in the 
throes of war, i t i s obvious t h ll t r.my s~t>t of gr ave situation 
mqy be br~ught gbout ~n t he stage ~r Chtna , ::>Wing tJ c quses 
wit:lin and with'Jut c:. •.na. To ur e v9nt the c::>ming iibout of such 
a situation, ~nd al so to defend the ~xistor.io ')f J apan herself , 
the stationing of f orce s is inde3d i 11ovita91e . 

In brief , it is absolutely necess~ry f o r Japg~ t o station 
her f orces in China f or the above rea sons, th0ugh Jopan is r eady 
to withdraw them wh enever th3ir pr esenc o is no l onger n9cessary. · 

As f')r such a suggast1~n qs the creat i on 1f 
f orce for tho maintenance co 3en~, e 
opini on tn J~1:1•p•n 3rs elf, d oc on 
with tho peo~_:nd er o hina , c occ t 
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