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INSTRUCTIONS TO DIPLQr.fhTIC O:F'FivERS OF 
Tffi:. UNITll) STJ.'.f.LS , 

:,JARCH 8 , 1927 

GHAPTLR I 

ThE- Diploraatic Brl:mch of tho }t,or oi gn Service and tht.: 
Deport~cnt of Ste t e 

I -1. Dcfinitions. --Throughout t hes6 instructions the term 
"diplomatic officer'' shc.11 bes dee111od to include ambassadors , 
ministers (whet her plenipotenti ary or r 0si dent ), diplomatic 
agents , ct.arges d ' eff nires , char gos d ' aff eirs ad interi m, 
counse lors of e.rr~be ssy or l eGot i on , and secrutarie.,s of bmbossy 
or l uget i on . 

The ter m "diplomatic rc.prese;nt uti ve ·• shall be deemed to 
denote chie fs of mission only . 

I - 2 . [Ooth of office .72 

I - J . Functions of diplonetic offic ers . --Diplon~ticClffi ­
cors h £ Vb , within th& c ountri es to which t hey ar~ accr~ditcd , 
four n~ jor f ur.ctions to perform: 

(a ) To ~st ~blish and maint ain fri endly r Ll e t i ons b&­
t weon th0 Gover runent and people of thb UnitGd Sta t Gs end tho 
Gov ornncnt and people of that c ountry . 

(b) To keep the Ar.1oricun GovE.rrunent promptly una e-0-
curetoly inf ormed r~gording politic a l and economic dev8lop­
msnts abroad affecting i ts int~rests . 

(c) To ext end prot~ction to APlcric an citizens anu to 
pro~ote jus t J.uil.8rican int~r~~ ts i n every prop(,r nunner . 

(d) To intE-rpre t f aithfully the viewpoint of the 
Ar.1ericen Gov E;r nment in any t;U(,S tions et issue . 

I - 4 . Dipl ometic &nC: consult...r bronchos of Foreign SE.:r:_­
vic e .--Diplomatic officer s of the United Sta t es are tlCCrcdited 
to forc.ien gover nments , wh~rous consular officers er e accr0di ­
t €d to Qunicipolitios and distr ic t s . Diplomatic offic ers , 
tht.r\..for~ , ht...vtj to d~al with thu offic0rs of the gov t:rnments 
to which t hc.y or e accr6ditc.d ; consular officer s , with the 
municipa l and district of ficors of th~ countries in which 
they er e r csid6nt . 

y Breck8t od matt&r d(, scriptive of or.iitt cd portions of this 
d .1cutH,nt, when printEid in i t olic or c epi t a l t ype , r e., produce s 
the respective heading or subhGeding of tho original t E.xt . --Ed • 
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