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INSTRUCTIONS TO DIPLOMATIC OXFICLKS OF
TH: UNITED STATES,
ARCH 8, 1927

CHAPTLR I

The Diplometic Branch of the Foreign Service and the
Departucnt of Stete

I-1., Definitions.-=Throughout these instructions the term
"diplomatic officer™ shall be deemed to include ambassadors,
ministers (whether plenipotentiery or resident), diplometic
agents, charges d'effeires, charges d'effairs ad interim,
counselors of embassy or legation, and secrotaries of cribassy
or legetion.

The term "diplometic representuative™ shall be deemed to
denote chiefs of mission only.

I-2. /Oath of office./?

I-3, Functions of diplomatic officers.--Diplonatic offi-
cers heve, within the countries to which they are accrcdited,
four me jor functions to perform:

(a)° To ¢steblish and meintain friendly rclstions be-
tween the Government and people of the United States end the
Governnent and people of that country.

(b) To keep the american Government promptly ana ac=
curately informed regarding political and economic develop-
ments abroad affecting its interests.

(¢) To extend protection to American citizens and to
promote Just American intercsts in every proper munner.

(d) To interpret feithfully the viewpoint of the
Anericen Government in any questions at issue.

I-4. Diplometic ané consuler branches of Foreign Ser-
vice.--Diplomatic officers of the United States are accredited
to foreign governments, whereas consular officers sre aceredi-
ted to nunicipalitics and districts. Diplomatic officers,
thercfore, huve to deal with the officers of the governments
to which they are aceredited; consular officers, with the
municipal and district officers of the countries in which
they are resident.

2/ Bracketed matter deseriptive of omitted portions of this
docunent, when printed in italic or capital type, rcproduces
the respective heading or subheading of the original text.--Ed.
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