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1. T1lli>Lt .'ccua d we N tri~d r t :- j c i.nt trbl ct Dn .. t fdt, -
G.:lnar01, trca 25 to )l Jul7 1945, b7 a MilltPry C~aeion "P­

pointed by pl'regrt pb l, Specitl Order• »<-. 196, Hel'dquartere, 

SeY~n~ U. S. !~, lS Jul.J 1945. 

2 . Fll.DlNGS1 'lhu ottenac inYfbJd wees 

Cff tJ(;E1 Viclrtkn ot tho Lflw• ot Wer Pleoe 
(H to ~eoh 

ecauaed) 

NG 

Spuc111ut iecu lA thrt JOOIP H' Rro!H, fRllJ,RICH 
IUST, M 'Jli 'RETE ·n ITZIER, ICl.111E RBINH!Ja>T, '.OOUS T 
VIOll, Jal/JINtS SBIPBL, HEINRICH t '.R'lffBL, GllOlli · 
D:.111, Jal/MN OPPER, 1 ·RL PUGMl'MN, rnd PHILIPP 
GUTLICff, Gezw n c1 v llil'Da, tct.ing jointly, did, 
taget.ber with other pereOM whoee nt80• rro un­
knCMD, L't RIBSallHJDI, Gorar~, ec or llb:>ut 26 
Aupat 1944 wiltullJ, deliber,.te~ '"d wrong­
tul.1¥ encourrge, ,.id, l'bet rnd p1'rt.1cip11te in thu 
killtnc ot J<Hf N. SllUL, 'fILLl'M . • waofT, 
~ D. WUJ.I :JIS, •nd IUIORI L. ' USTIN, llCMlbere 
ot the United Stat.ea ' rw:t1 md t.wc other ••ulbon 
ot the United st.tea I nir whoao nMe• ,re ~, 
erob ot whca .,.. then unrmed l'nd P priaonar ot 
• t i' in the aua~ ot tb• then Genvn Reich HO 

Pindinge 
(u to .,ch 

acauaed excQpt 
Fupl'nn) 

G 

G 

:acuaod POOllMll •N found aot gullt7 u to both ehrrge Md epeo1-
• 

t1cet1ec. 

) • SINTINCIS 1 

'l'he C~•aion aontenced DI.lit to contineMnt at hl'rd bbor 

tor 2; 7e11nJ 8 'Jl1HIL, contineemt. rt htrd l~bor tor 15 yu11reJ WOLF, 

cor.ti~~t rt hrrd l r bor tor l~ yerra. Stiel Hntcmc11e wero epprovad 

t 
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t nd Mre. Wrrzual to th.I hrn&od to' the neck until derd, .tlich aon­

ter .. ffa wer.. ~t,.d by the Reviowin£ :.uthoritr to oonti.noMnt 

tor )0 yeora. :oowiecl OU'lt.ICH, OPPER, SIIPEL, WUST ,.nd H.'.R'IO~, 

were Hnt.<lnced bJ the Comiadon to be hrnced by the neck W\til 

derd rnd auch aentenoea wre rpproYod bf tJw Reviewinc f.uthorit7. 

'nle reoord ot trif'l hP• been torwrrded to the ~rndina 

Gonurel, u. s. Forcea, Europe,.n 'ftlorter,· tor tinl!l Potion re te 

tbnee caaea imolYi.rw the de•tlT pentlt.J ,.. rpprowd bJ the Review­

in& /1uthoritr (Let.t.er, He~Qurrtere, U, ·s. Foroea, European theater, 

ID 250,4 JllJ-IOO, 25 /.uguat 1945, aub:Jecta "Militl'l'f Ccmaiaaioaatt), 

4, pATA IB TO !CC\!l>a All 11oou.ted ,.re Gerun civilltna. 

,\ddit.ian•l poraond drtt' ere aet tortb in peregr"ph 9 in ccwwction 

with the diaouaaion ot cle•no7, 

5, RiiC!!P'PP·'•TIONSa Thrt tho r ot.ion ot thu C,..U.aion •rnd 

ot tho Review1ng hlthority, 11• to those aent.noee iapoain& the 

de'th pentlt1, be contirmed, 

6, EVlDDCla I • 

r. On th• aorn.tnc ot 26 l\UCU.t• iq44, oiaht Wll'llled 

.wrioPn tl.T•ra, priaoneN ot wPr, were ·buing eaoort.od through 

tho t.um ot Ruaaelaheia, Oera11l7, by two Gol'lll'n soldier gunda, 

~.., fl.Jere were aet upon bJ ,. ltrae cl"C*d ot Ciel'&f'n civilbna 11nd 

1truuk ~th rook•, olube, MM! other object.a until tho7 11'1 bloed-

ing Pftd proetrtte upon the ground. Nueroue peNona, dlegedl,y · 

oxcited rnd intlriaed bf th• reaulta ot t aevere nir-rricl upon the ; 

town durin& the precedinl fti&ht, pert.1eiprted in the r t.t,.oka, /,t 

the conoluian ot the •rcilH1 bertt.rw•, tour ot tho •ictim wvre 

ahot t.hroqh the be11d bJ the rocuaed HrJrl'OiN (lv), 109, UO), Five 

ot tho ei&ht. viot.iM, iAcl\ldina three ot tbe tour who were tbua ahot, 

hl''1 r eceived tr,oturea ot tbe 1kull autticwnt to oru111 deeth (14), 

:\44, 145). 1be ei&bt victim, aaM ot whoa were et.ill cUve, wer.t 

then l ot'ded into r t r l'llOr1 • orrt 11nd Uken to l' ceMtel')' nerr 

Ruaaolaheia, It ba• tNon l fl rrnod aub•8'&u•nt t o t.ho tritl thet two 

ot the IJ'O'IP 01caped 111hllu t.h<i crrt wee lutt W\rttondtld (e11" copy ot 
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.I \Jttvr trom Sergocnta \'1illirm M. /,drma end Si.dnuy E. ~rown to 

lirigndiur Gijnorrl DrTideon, rppvnded to rocord ot triAl). Th~ 

':'ollowina d"Y tho bodies of tho 1ix Narining viotiJu wor~ burlod 

(!)7}. Those bodie• woro axhwaecl on 28 JWlo 1945 end tour o~ th1o1 

victime 1.dontified by ,..,"' ot 1.dentificf'tion d11c1. Th~ cruses 

o! der th were rde(luetel)' e1trbli1hed b7 the •dictl oxl'lliner to b.l, 

~ n throe inat,.ncee, both ek1lll trr.ct.urea ,.net bullet wowld• in the 

skulla; in two inetl'ftco1, 1kull trrnture1; rnd in one instPnco, n . . 
bull..J t wound in the ekull (142, 143 1 144, 145) {It 1e noted, in t.hia 

coMoction, th,.t the z,view of the Strff Judge J.dvoorte, Suvanth 

U. S . I 'fflf1, hereinrtter incorporlltod in this review by refer.:tncu, 

urron~oual.y atptea thtt bullet hol~• wero obeorvud in the sKul.l.a 

o~ C\nJy tl1re~, iMteed of. tour, ot the victi.llO.) . 'lb• toUowin& 

PN s1U1111erlo1 ()f t,he evi.donct> port.t inin& to th~ rive roowsoo ..t\oao 

rocorJ• of tril'l hrve u:>en torwrrdud tor oontirmttion. Tho aub-

atrccu ot U\e wwworn t e;Gt.i.alof\Y ot urch 11ccu1od 1e oont rined in n 

aoprr~te P'rfllrtph \lftie r ot'ch 1ummrry1 • 
( l.) JaiR H ' l'l'GBlh The tccuaod H! R'IGHN, r Nrai ptrt.J 

I 

off le •.rl r=id proprgrndt chiof of RuaHlahoim, took t1 l ol"cling prrt 

~"\ the aurdere. 11'\e t oatiaor\1 e1t.tbU1ha1 thttt. ho firod -. re­

··olv" -: tow,rd thu laericrn 1oldiere ,., th\ty were wrlking (21), 

rnd U\11t ha bett aonrrl .of thom repertod~ with r stick ro1811bl­

ing tho h,.ndle of ,. pitchtork or hoe ( 7), which ho wielded with 

both :\Md• (ll8). He encour,.god the aob to bert the tlyere (10), 

t04 ~ ~nd told ene b,r1tN\der, who prote1t•d ~arinat the ~••Pulte, 

to kc op quiet or the er• tbinl would hrppon to . hia ( 70). ,\t tho 

concluaion of the be,.t.inp H!.R'IOIH lhot tour ot the victial ti thq 

!~v in ' ~rp egrinat e .,.u {10)~ ~09, llO). 

IWl'1'QIN teetitied tbtt on the aornin& in queetion, 

rnl.l ri.ding l' ~iCJCl~ on the atr.1et.1, he •"" t crowd of ,.pproxi­

'lnt.oJy 200 i>')opl• t ppro•ohin&• Ht. tr.lkud to t G11ral'n aergernt in 

ehrr10 or the prieOMrB who told hi.al thr t ho ht'd orders to l ard th• 

prhonere through the town ( 291). lt\RTOl:.N hit one ot tho tl.yere 
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.\i\ thv book with hil fiat. h.t then told thd 1urgof'nt to get tho 

priaorwre out ot town md elq)l.t11ned the ro11ttt he ahould follow 

(291, 292). H.'R'IO!N then lett tho eoene but rutunwd rbout hrlt 

"n hour 111tor. He obaened tho fl.Jore being b..irtc,n with clube 

t•nd othor abj1ot1 (29)). .... l'OllOftltrtttod with the eerso~nt md 

told tho .,_n Md ohlldron in the crowd to lervo the street. 

Hu aaw the fl.Jen be~ herded ,.lone ,. wf'll ond omened peopl<1 

in th~ crowd berting t.hea with iron toola ( 295) • H:JmiBH, pfter 

eomo of the crowd heel left, eXMinod the fl.7or• who wN 111n& 

ngllinat ttw Wf'll. He detemined that they were tll deed (295). 

Hu a~.r,.i«htdned out the bodie1 rnd obaened thl't the akulla "n mo1t 

of them were butcn apert ( 296). He obtd.nod 11 or rt, helpod J.011d 

tt\u ~.xiiue into t.t., · anrt ordored it tNC.en to th'- Celltlt.lr)' (296) . 

H'tt'l'ifN tired no i.tiote, nor h1:1ord my ehota firc.d {2!fl ) . Hu 

no+.ic ,d no bullet. hole• in tho vict.iJu ()OS). Ke did not tekti Ml 

J>l'l't in th .. beetinga, othor thnn atriking the one blow .-nd did 

not go to ':.ho ouaetetrt l.loter on tho 01111.U dq ( )0)). 

(2 ) PRIBPRlCH i.\JSTa Tho ftccu1cd ~UST, b,r hie own f'd­

aieaion, l urned ovor " well ,. tbe crpt,urod fl.Jere p11e1ecl. bJ, rnd 

•truck ono' of tho fl1ere ono or two blowe with ,. hNDtr {Proa, 

~. 4) . WUST then wont oHr tho •Pll tnd toroib.J.7 .truck the 

vkt!r.s with ,. "pieoe of wood" ·or "bi& at.iok" (98, 100). l.coord­

t.ng t.c another qe-wi.tnoaa, WUST w~• "befttillc in ell dir.atiaoa" 

rith .. ni-t the witneH uawMd wu , hMmer • . WWT w11a lf\or oeen 

by f'nother flccU.ed lmoeliA& on the gl'O\md t1nd be11tiftg the he8d of 

, pro•tr&t" ll.J•r wit.a ,. b,...r ()10, )22, Proa !:It. 6). 

IWT tfft.WW thtt he wH in b1a apert.Mnt when he 

h'-rrd the shouting Md .,. a lira• orowd, ' He left hU rpart.Mnt, 

wu. ... t to thd will end tried WlllUOO•HfUl.lJ to bf et the t}3ere with 

1t ·nawr ea tbe7 Wf'.uc.d elq Gft tb4' other aide (280, 28)). He 

,. ,Hh' .1 one ll.l•r in an effort to 1•t h1lll in position 80 thet he 

oou.U. b.ltter hit him wi~.h tbe hr-.r ( 'JJ1'T). ~., then took the 

hHllUer from bill rnd be:-t. uith it u~til thu need ot the hNDaer oeme 
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oft {280). Pooplo werv shouting "Be.-t, bil,.t thee" . 7AJST went 

\)''Or the • t ll Md .,.. PU the n,ora on t.h.r. ground. Ko teat.i!iod 

\Jlr t r t. thl"t. t.iae he ••1 heYC be,.ten thea {281). 

{).) JOHAIOIES spPBLs 'Ibo ,.ccuaod S&IPBL woe seen to 

kick 1n injured Pirun Wice iA the thro&t rnd chin ea thu tim.rn 

sat on the curb. 'lh1a injured rirwtn hrd t piece ot al:it e or at.one 

pNltruding froa hie akull, rnd hi• right abou.lder f'ftd upper "'i&ht. 

J18r1. of hi• cnuat •noe bl"dl.J inJuNd (76). Short.17 ettor the ,.... 

a rult, SBIPIL told one p.1reon t.bat he hl'd kid<ed aOMOIW with bi.a 

feet (49), and told another penon tbet be "alao bePt at th.a" 

(9)) . Ho rppeend to be "glPd" tb•t. he hed done ao (49). 

SEIPEL t6atilied thet, ,.. h6 mt tho cram, he wps 

Hv wr:.· dir~ frca \.he b\ow on the herd find a17 n~n kicked et. 

l<AIO · '- in the cNWd, ~at. did not think it wPa ,. 1'17c r (261). 

SF.IP!J. edmit.t.ed s11oing ,. fi7\Jr sit.tin& on the curb. but •H unebl• 

t o att te whet.her or aot. be hPd kicked h1a (261). He deAied t.oll-

1.ns o•Jlere : t. the scene t.hr t. he hPd kicked rad bert.en tho n,ore 

(262). 

(4.) J<llMll OPPllh 1'ho rccuaed O!'PER, wbon tw sPW the 

c1'0Wd Pppro1cbing, ·went toward t.he fqere with ,. broaa held hip 

041._ r 'lie heed in poait.ion to strike ( 55, S8), end bert. two of 

the ;1yere {64). He atruck with such tore• t.brt tbe twPd ot the 

broocr. broke ott troa tbe hrndle {64). j.notber wit.MH tor tbu 

oroe•J1..ution teltltied tbPt OPPIR "prrticipPt.ed Wf7 little; be juat 

h :-c ~ litt.le etick •nd beet o.i.r aeYorPl tiu•" (ll7). OPf~ wee 

obe111ned in t.bo toretront of tbe or<Md, incitJ.ac md .ncOW'.gi.ag 

thdre to l"t.teck tbe tq•n (lOft, lOS). Lrt.er, he bonted ot hi.a 

o •rticip8t.1on, er,,•ing1 •• bett UM&:& on tne beP<lQ ( 78, 79) • 

OPPER t.eaUtied thtt. he .,. •••PUW tA> 8t.roet in 

· . l n•~ ot hi.a hCM wbeA ho ... t bra• crowd rpp~ching. He wdked 
. 

t.OWf'l-<:4 the cram, Md t han, tfl the fl.yen rad t.h-> crowd praaod, he 

wont brck to bi.a houao ~'"1'1iltS th~ bl"OOao OYer hia lhould'lr. Ho 
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put. tho brooa dC1wn in th411 1rrd rnd then f \lllowud tho crowll cuwn 

thtt at.rout. Ho el'W people: boPti~ the tlyura but clid not pr rti­

oir1 t ..i (25J). He did not oocourPg~ vr incite tho crotk~ or 8'-1. 

i•t~r thot ho htd p~rticipPtvd (2SS). 

( 5.) PHILIPP OU'ft.ICHt Tho eccueeu GOTLICH w111 a..sen f ol­

lowing thu fi,yoN rnd berting thaa ov.lr their btcka with . ., atick 

t,hroo !Got l ong Pnd t wo incfiPa tn di,.Mter whict'. he wi\)J.dur. uit..~ 

both hf'na.. ()11 4)1 44). He Wftl shouting "8ort them to piecu•" 

( 4l, 42) I.ft.er, N tkJ retumu~ trom the accme, he atoppeu in 

tl'<lut or tiw window ut P apect.:tor ~nd arici t "ay hrnc:e hurt eo 

~r-~ t he ~~rtin&"• (65) 

GUTLICH t.:11titid<l thct whon ne eaw the crvwd 11nc.1 

.. 11., ." relt :1 :vit !.ure he wont cloe\l r ~<> <>btnin ,, \iutt.er viw. He. 

·~'J ,, -~t.t.w, hie ~ h .. ._1.ni buen dNlr gc.Ci in th• ullmbing thd night. 

oc:\•r... ~o uf t.:1c. t~ure ua~ ,. 1' r co rt hia. Thinking thrt the 

l~v1..r w. ea t.iying to a11k·; run ot him, GUTLICH elrt1pei<! hin once with 

tho t:'.rt ot hia hmd ( 247). He did not 1 trike rn:t ot the tl.1oN 

wit h ~ club or etJ "Bo~~ them to piucoa" ( 248). 

(6) !\Arther detPil~' eYid•nco will not b8 aut. t urth he l"9 1 

but the ruc,.pitul,.tion c1.'lltrincd in tho Re'lill• ot the st .. tt JUc110 

: .J~oc,.to, Suwnth u. s • . rat', r nd' 11pptndod her.t.~ , excopt "' 

huZ"(.bblfc.N altered, u f'C!opted in ite endret7. 

7. ~JSDICTI(!O . 

lie 'l'he MU1t117 COMia•ion which heard thi• CHO WH 

ih''P"t'l.1 oonatituted tbd httd juriaaiction onr the aubJoct met.t ar 

"'°~ o: the rocuaed. I a111tr17 0~1iuA hH Jurhdlctiuo <-Y•r 

tho \nh,titrnta 1..1t an oco~ea .___, 00\lnt.17 twld b7 the ri&ht yf 

c~queet ( Pt r .. 7, YI> N Zl-lOJ Co].en Y, T•l!Qt!•.U (1878), 'fl 

U .~ · 509). MU.itc117 c~aiont ftN cut natriot.sd in their jurie-

l~t~ '-n ~ territvrbl liaita (Unite& Stet .. v, t;og, ..it.!l (l.86S), 

:.i ~J· lliuo Loorda, Sari•• II, 6741 6781 56 Hrrv. l.ttw JWvi~w, l.B~?, 

1~5 J . Thua en otfenav : 3rinat the bwa uf wtr cocmittec~ in ti 

cc.unt.ey prior t o ito t.cc.u,v' .. ... ;\ r..1 ry ~r~p.;>rlt tx, t riur. ~ e ciUtrr,y 



cCGrldeaion ut the "1ctorioua army upon e- ccuprtion. (~urPn~um 

!>Y Tho Judgo :4vocrto Gonerol (SPJG't, 194)/17671~ aubjoct• Juria­

C.:1 .: tion t c PwU•h Wtr Criminrla, 13 Decembor 1943; Dig Op, JIG, 

1912, p 1067J Trid ot Henq Wirs (1868) 1 40Uf Cong. 2nd Suaa. 

Houae ot Repreaentetivea, &x. Oc..c. No• 2)l aee rlao craea cited 

vn P"I"• 207-21.6 in Univ.>ral'lity ot JuriatlicUon 'OYer W"r Crimea, 

roprintw from 33 Cclitomi" Ll'1f Roviow ( JW\e 1945)). Civilbn 

natioMla ot ,. belll8orent power ere bc.Wla t c r.tcc.sniso lPWtul 

O'*"f cc.tlbrtrnt• rnd eccord them the tret'tunt required under 

cuatt.0"1'1 11na cCJnventi<iMl intem"ticnt l lrw ·( :.rt. 2 ot thu Geiwve 

( Pr~.aontre of Wer ) Connntion, 29 JW., l929J /,rt,, 231 pt1r ( c) ot 

tho JM~ t o tho Hague Cunvention Ne.. IV ot 18 Ooto~r 1907; Ch. 

1., 1.5 N 1, 19l.L., pu. )45 .l, PM 27-10) • Both t.h4' Unitecl Stt'toa 

:~!ng CJt the ur.umeJ pria\ln-.n ot wl'r in the inatmt ceH wH · 

ir.trinsicr il1 8 'J brrbr r vua l'nd inhwnrne thtt 1t crn pNpurl.y be 

ari ... t<.. vic.lrte n.:.t onl.J t.he writt@n l~• ot nttiuna, but aleo 

thcao iq>lled concept.a end atrndtrde CJ! c.lvconey t.o 111hich eY•l'1 

• 
hel.\iaeHnt 1• bound ~ the unwritten bw e-t ftl'tivrw . 'Ibo CJttenae 

cl ••11 tpp~dat-ted common li-w aurder. JuriadictiCJn ot t.hll Ce11-

miasion ver the ottenae rncl vwr the •couaed ia bey~ncl question. 

b. The rcouaed ·were reproHnt•d ~ rble mllitrrJ oounaol 

ana, in rddit.icn. therGto, t our of t.h• tive pccuaed were repreeented 

by Gonnrn civllirn cowwel of their vwn choosing.. 

8. pJSCUSSION1 

, • J ll the el .. nta of proof or t.hi> "lleged ~tfonao 

n~c~••~I')' t o eattbli•b the guilt ot · tho tive cccuaed whoao crags 

nN undor corwider•tion were pNperlJ "aauoed in evidenco~ 'lbeae 

:"t'cua8<1
1 

in ct.njunotie1n wit.h uthun, were j e>.ntl.J chl'.'S"d with 

"• 'ling, Pbett.ing, oncourrging Md p11rticip1tina in thu wrongful 

!<.' ).ling ot ai.Jt unrl'IDld mamb~r• \)f t.ho Unit«Xi St. rt.ea J,m.y 1 wh<- .. uro 

t.!°'•n pri•<.lft•n ot wr r . 'lbv NCOr<l c,,t t.rbl c 1.1nt.t'illl' c c.nvincing rnd 
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in t hu ccmmiaaii-n ot the vttenae. 'Ibe 1c1ontit1cr tion ct thu rc­

<:uau'- rnu rl l tho draining tc.iatimvny rg,.inat 41roh, ON:Ml trcm Gonnnn 

nu '.uhoo1~ rnd 1oquPintPncea. Erch eocuaod ph.Jeic~ll,y perticiprted 

!n •.he eb1inge. IUR'IO!H, the ring-lol'der, inc! t.ed ,.~ urged t.he 

crcwd t." be11t the fl.7dN. He, hiuelt, Npert•dl7 beet them with 

R at.ick, tl'nd tint1ll7 tired bu.lleta intci the herd• ot t our ot tho 

•io+,iM. IUST bert tho l'Ybtore with • htmer e• they pt1Hed 

de then t~l.lowed them l'l\d rotul'l.1¥ knelt beeiae t t11llen ti,er 

in order tu bel't hia turt.her. Hie eaaeulta with th• he.mer un­

Joubteca, airectl.1 o-.eed llt i .. eat. one ena prubr blJ llC>H ot the 

l,~~~ ' eD6"8••ed Rkull tr,ctore• <li•c~~ ~n tive ot thu victime. 

OPPEi\ inclted l'nd onoouraged the crCJM. •nci himaolt be11t tha 

victim.tt w~th ,. h ·oom with auch tvrct. thl't the h4'l'U ot tho 'b~oan 

orck, !)ff, Such biowa, "lthough nl)t nec.JHftril,y bth~l, IA"Y 1'Ull 

hnvo :nuae<.l ekull tractur\la. SllP&L kicked " be..:ly inJUNd tlyer 

~ t.he na·1k llnd chin ee t.h.t tlJer a,t on tho •i<~ow"lk with 11 

pio~t.1 ct s t.one or slat.ti prot>'UIQing tNID hie ekull. SIIPIL l,t_,r 

boo"td<\ ot nia part.ici.,etion in tho t-trccHiea. GUTLICH bel"t tbe 

t~yen wit.h " etick three toet l ong end two inchoa in d1M8ter, 

11hich he wieldecl with ~>th hende. GU1LICH eeict l,.t.er thl't hie 

henlla hurt. troa the beet.inc• h• h11J l'cainiatered. Sue~ orldance 

uat.·.~tiahee concluin~v thet ••ch ot the tin eccuee<l herei4 con-

11idv:· J<1 pet.iYeq contribut.ed t o the de .. th ot the rir.nen. 'lhq 

wero :notiv11ted bf e comon d••i&n ena le~1tll1 ere rll prinoipela 

'..n 1.he perpetr11t.icn ot the awrdere. It utteN not that a<.Ge 

uaumed more brut.el rolaa tban utbere, or that th• iuJuri .. i:>­

fiicted ~ 8\lllt WN 9)1'9 ••Y•N tbtn thOI• 1ntliote'1 ~ tbe 

~·there. 11.a'll ·"1u join in 11 oomon d••i&n t -> colait an unlntul 

!\" ·~ , ... he neturel end probl'ble otinMquenoe f.Jt tho OMcut!un ot 

tit\ \: h inY<1lYitB t.h~ ount.1ngeno1 ..,r tekinc h\llll'n lite, rro re•J>l)n­

di~; . t or e hcaicido cwaaittod br \llW ot thum whilo ccting in 

purt 1 1~'nco ot or in fUr'.,'"'or flnce t tho coanun tleaign, l'lthough Ol t 

1pur iticitl.l.y conteq>l:-T. h.! hr t.h n ;>,. r t.lee! ur ~Y•n f .,rbidden by 
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d8t~ndrnt, or rlthough the ectuel perpetrrtur ia not i dentified." 

(29 Corput Juria, Sec 46, P• l.07)), 'ft\o finding• ot guilty 1' N 

1ust~ined, rnd the 1entence1 juatified, b7 the 9Yidence. 

b. 'ft\• proceecliAI• in thi• ctee eetiatied 111 the 

1"9Clui•ite1 ot 1 tdr trial under intemttional bw. 'ft\ere ie 

not the eli&hteet doubt 11h1t1oevar .. t o the aullt of the accuaed. 

hl.though the C..t.aioo wM euthoriled t.o uk•. 1uch rule• tor the 

conduct of it.a prooeedinc8 H de.-cl nec .. aarr tor .• full and ftir 

trial of th• accuaed and to 1dait wq ericl•nc• hning probet1Y8 value 

to • reaeontbl• un, actu1l}T t.Mre were oftl7 1li&ht depertun• 

frcm the :il11eio11l /"&lo-Suon "'191 ot edAleno• end procedUN• 

Ttwth> •li&ht devietiam did not 111pe1r the trirneH or illpertblitJ 

nf t.he tr•.•l• Cowwel tor the 11couHd, tor ina t. .nce, contended 

th11• tho accuaed al8t ho convicted be~ond t rereoneblc:. doubt. . It 

b o,n.,luclecl trca 11 retJdiQ& of the record thr t the C~aicn, . 

al' noqb not required to do .. , did, in teot, rdhore to th11 .prin­

oipa et /eeriorn jviapNdenoe • In fft1 c11e, there could be no 

rerec.Mble doubt, under th• eddance eddueed, 11 to th• guilt ot 

thoee tin rcouaed. 

c. OeruA counael contended in the oloaing rrpMl't 

~hl't theJ were not t~ lldTiled prior tC' trirl ot the eTidenoe 

to ~ ,. pre1ented bJ t.be proeeoutian. Such e right i• ta inbeNllt 

par\ .,r ne ither JMl"io•n oriai.Ml juriepl'\ldenoe nor ot 1 criainel 

tri· l wldor intemPtionel law. Moreovar, no 9bjeoUon .... llM• to 

t he ~cmai.aeion prior t.o or duriAg the trill •• to thia point bJ 

dc~t- nH counsel. 'ft\• U..t unliaited right of oroeu-exaJ.nati.xi 

ex.1'"°1Nd lW couneel tor the 1oouaed would tend to oorreot .., 

resultent hamtul error, ind the 11vicienctt ot oftnhelaing guilt a~ 

··~c~d 1g111Mt the rocued neartin• 'ffl •ue&••tion thrt. arterirl 

!'ler ' wr• ceueed thu aocuaed. 

d. It 11 not.od l'leo that tho COMiaaion deYirted !rem 

the c•J.ttcaerr rul.01 gc,., ·1~g courta...,n.itl rnd o~nn l• criainel 

pror. i dure in requiring '.JM rc~wred to teetil'J either under oeth or 
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ill the fora ot rn W\8WOrn •t.rt-nt. Couna\Jl tor t.h~ proeucution 

w~e gi v.tn full rnd co11plete right ot croee-oxmnrtion of t.ht> r c­

cu'> .i<.' . litter •ix ot t.be eleven Pccueed h, d toet.itiad the COllmi.Hion 

ood.1.tiod the pNvioue ruling bJ rdvi8ing tho rcc uaed that they wero 

Nquired to "trke tbe et.rad", but not n-tuiNd to tHtity ~nd could 

d111clitwt to 11nawr wq •pwcitic queation. 1be Comi.Hion wH t1utho- · 

ria3d to .,ko euch • rule, it ddf.altd neo••••JY tor ,. full 8r_d t,ir 

t.rbl of Uw tccueed. J. OfNtul. r•'din& of t.ho ' record f Pile to 

diacloee ttu•t MJ eoou.Hd wu pNjudiottd b7 tht.> orig1ntl ru.lo or 

ite •uba8'.luent llOdit1ortion. 'l'here .,.. , llOl'QOYOr, e~icient ca.­

pot.tnt teatiaoqy rid.net o,.ch Pocuaod to euet•iD tho f1ndinge ot 

guilt indopendontl,J ot rrrt t.e1tt.on,y t.hue •dd.uccd. Croee-exrain,._ 

~on" ot ~ho 11ccueed •N wUtoraly ftir, r•levrnt to tho 1 .. euo 111nd, 

l.:t S.ult>. Nl1 within the a cope of •tt~n retorred to on direct uXa-

~.np'.,ion. • 
• · 'ftw procedure f,.r exc .. edttd a1n1aua requiroailnt.. ot 

! fl'ir bePriJw. '!he ri&ht ot controntetion •• Pdhered to; chrl­

l~,.. tor oauee •re aUOftdJ allit117 ct>uaael wa1 prori.ded Ind 

JiYil.Un couuel p.1111.it.t.clJ ccmpet..nt int.orpreten '•N uaed to 

keep tbe accueecl lad cowwel in.toraed ot what waa eaid ,ad dooeJ 

.>bjectione to t••t.t..>DJ .. re peraitted; and t two-t.hi.rdl vote> ot 

tlu :'leabE.re ot tbe court preaent ••• NClui.Nd tor both oonviot.ion 

and • .td.enoe. C•rtri!Aq aU .ri.dena• ooaridered '-' tbe Camiad.on 

11et ~ teat ot ecteiNibWt.J, 1 ••• , that it lhow.d have probl'tivo 

v"\ue t\l e re1111001ble Mn. At tbe oanoluaion ot the trial one 

G· rm.-n tiYililA deteMe COUMel told tbe C~eion tbr.t "Tho ac­

~ue•d H well H their det•na• oouuel, h•d rll tho ri&ht.8 which 

'"N poe1ibl•". It ii conol\lded tbtt tbe triel rcool'dod with nrturel 

1·1st ic\l end with tho 1en•ttl priooiplH of }11• reoognlzod bT W.1tem 

.·1~~.llsetion re prinoiploa proSMr to b.J ipplled iD th.-. trbl .ot •ucb 

9 . ~tppzts 

a. Plel'tl tor ~ l\ltll\. OC)' h11vo been reoeiv@d rnd oonaiderwd 
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, 
on bohr lt ot the f ollowing Mcuaed t 

(1. ) JOH~NN SEIPEL, age ~7. His brothor pleade tor 

ruo .. ey on t ho groW\da ot P prior clts:-n record r nd present aenil Uy . 

'n\0r~ wra modic~l t eatimol\Y at the tricl by r ~uelitiod Gonn11n 

ph)'sicien thet SIIPIL 18 ve ry aenilu ond not tul.1.1 rusponaible 1·or 

lU s nets, but ftble to dilterentbto bot1Hsttn ri&ht and wrong ( 174, 

175 ). 

( 2.) JOHAIN 'OPPER, t i" f:J). Kia wite petitions for 

pr rdon on the grou.nda thet ho wna not on~ ot the mt in perp_.trstore. 

1'\e petition state• that hu auccumbed t o t.h.t inlluenco of tho ux­

cjt~d cro'"1; that ho hrd lerd e blrael••• litd rnd cnjoye t ho 

ust u.a o! fellow citiallna. 

(3.) PHD..IPP GUTLICH. Kia wito petitions tor cl G-

awncy on the grounds th~t. he pcrticiprted in the ill-trortmont 

o! thv victima onl.J during tho orrl.Y avgea tnd lett beoPuao he no 

longer r pproYecl; thnt ho .UccWDbud to the intlucmce or the incitMd 

crowd; thrt he wt• ,.. put good record find waa not ,. -.iaber of t.ne 

Nasi perty. He hea tour minor children, tho youngeat eight montha 
• 

old , 'nl• Meyor e.nd Chi~~ ot Police of Ruaaelaheia f'ttirm Uu•t 

GUTL4CH berl'8 e good reputt tion in tho coaaunity. 

(4.) JmlF H:JrrolN, ege u. Ki• wita potitiona tor 

clelDdncy tor the aake ol hie t.hree children, •101 tl"Oll two to MY81\ 

yuere. She at•te• that Hi.R'lOIN "•el N1rett ,.b}¥ ct rried ftW81 by 

hie peaaion •nd 1ttecked one ot t.he eirmn." The tonnor uyor ot 

Ruaeelah~im at.et•• that HJJl'l'O!N enjo7ed a good reputfltion in 

ib·nulaheim, end •n otticil'l ot th• J.dr• Opel Compef\Y oortilioa 

that H/JnGEN hn been •ployed by t.hii coapenJ ainov 1928 end • "• 

'lb• &bow petitiona tor clOIMlnc1 hPve beon t>ppondttd 

: <. .ho record. It ii boliev~ thl't no Yl'lid reraona ue contPinod 

~l"ureia tor t.he u.Jtt.t>naion ot clomenCJ to •nJ ot Uw rccuaed. "1.­

tho~h men,y persona m~) h "•~ pt rticipPt ed in tho ~trocitioa coamit ted 

that d.-y, theao tivu PCC'J"<J~ woN cortrinly rmong the ring-lo.-dora. 
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'ft\e7 weru the centrl'l tigurci• in •ix barberoua tnd Nthloae 

murdure. /.11 wtr cril.lee are eubj•ct to the de~th ponr lty, ~1-

thout;!'\ r leaeor pen11lt7 llf'7 be impoaud (Pflr. )~7 .• PM 27-10) 

'l'tlo •>ttonf!oa tor td\ich th~ eccue.td ""re convicted cloeel.J rp-

).lroxiarted ca.on llw aurder, tor wbich tbo u.ud p.intlty 8'long 

civlli&dd people ia lito i&i.prieoment or dorth. there ere no 

ext1.1nuet.iq circuaat•ncea in th.- inatN\t citee to wrrrtnt chrn&-

ifli tno p.tnrlt..J ot derth illpoa.d bf th~ C~eeion. 

10. C<ltCLUSI<»h 

rec~ndod thrit the eent.onoo of tho 

Caaadaeior. re to el'oh ticcueod, 1"oec. 011aee rro hure tor conf'imetian, 

thrt. is, PHILIPP GUTLICH, JOHJNN OPPBR, JOH/.NN!S' '..ilIPIL, FRIBIJRICH 

WW>T find JOOIP' H 'JlTGIN, bo contil"llMid. ronu ot r ction proper.xi 

t o r ·:.,0C9lieh thie result rro l'ttr ohed heroto. 

2 October 1945 

I ocnour. 

/•/ C B Miokehleit 
Col. JJDI) 
!>eput..J '!heater Jqe :mocrte 

-~ 

/e/ 111 D II-
J D. ' 
lat Lt., JllGD. 



HE/WUARTERS SEVEN1li ARMY 
Office of the St~ff Judge J4voc11te 

APO 758 US /,rrtJif 

2J /.ugust 1945 

REVIEW OF THE ST"FF JUDGE /J>VOC"TE 

UNITBD STATiS 

v • . . 

J oseph Hr rtgen, 
Friedrich Wuat, 
Margeret• Witzler, 
Kathe Reintu1rdt, 
/JJ«uat Woll, 
Johennee Seipel, 
Heinrich 88rthel, 
Georg Daua, 
JoheM Oppor, 
Karl Fupann, 
PhUipp Gutllch 

ell :Jf whom are Gorman civilbna residing in Ruaeelaheim, 0eJ'IDllll,Y• 

1, The above n,mod Pccused wore triod , t P joint trial by , 
m~t.1~&1')' commission oppointod by tho cona, nding Genor r l 1 Saventh Unitod 
Str t os :J'fll1, et D~rmatr.dt, 0ClJ"lllPf\Y1 on 25 Jul.J 1945. 

s. They wore ttll triud on th\) f ollowing ehN"ge r nd specitico-
tions 

CH/100E1 Viol,tion of thu Lawe ot Wer 

SP11JIFIC/ TI0Nt In tH11t JOO&F H.'.R'IGh.N, PRDDRICH WUST, 
M/100: RETE HITZLER, K ''11fE RF.INH/RDT, /UGUST WOLF, JOH/ NNES SEIPKI., 
HEINRICH BI RTHEL, GIOKi DIUM, JOHl\ffH OPPr.R, ~ :.RL FUGM:MN, rnd PHILIPP 
GUTI.ICH1 German civillcna, ftetin& jointl,y, did, togdther with other 
poreona whose N'MS fi re unknown, r t lbweulaheim, G.srmrey, on or about 
26 Au,,uat 1944 wllfuil.11 dolibor ,.tely and wrong full)' encourago 1 t id, 
abet, .-nd pl'rticipote in the i<W.in& ot JOHN N. SEKUL, WILLI/Ji ; .. DUUONT, 
TH<Jiil!S D. WILLUllfl, Md l::UlORE L. AUSTIN, Mllbers of th~ United St11tue 
.\J'rq1 rnd two oth~r member• ot the Unitod 8totua /.rtlltf wboe<a nraes l're 
unknown, eech ot whcm waa then un11 naed rnd ti priaoner ot war in tho 
ouatody ot tho then Oorm.rn Reich. ' 

be Evch ot the POouaed pl.-Jeded not guilty to tho Chr rgu rnd 
not guilty to the Spucitio~tion. 

2. Coamwnte Upon Jurisdiction 

e. Authority to rppoint the ailitft r)' cOlllliaeion wea del egr t uc 
b1 tho Coaattading Oendrrl, 12th Ars.y Group, by a btter d,ted 21 Mty 
1945. The powur thus dolegr t.ed included powor to rppoint r milit1t17 
comdaeion of not l oaa th"n threu otticore ot tho Unitod Sttt.ua Anv, 
t or tho tritl ot pereona aubJ~ct to tJ\41 jurisdiction ot such c comaiHio" 
r ~d who tro ohrrged with oepionag-.i or with auoh violr tion ot tho l,.ws :> •• 
wt r es threat.en or iatp11ir tho aeourit,y ot thoir torooe, or the eft.tctivc,, ·· 
nuse ot such torcoe or lallllbera thoreof • 1ho propriety ot trir la by 
milit r ry commieeione tor violr tiona ot tho l r wa or w~r hre boGn long 
oetrblieh~d, the moat r ucont contil'llll'tioa thol'\lot being Ex Pnrte Quirin, 
85 L. FA. l; 6J Sup Ct. R. 2, whoroin it wre s , idt 
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"from the vory b\)giMinC ot its history this court. hrs rocog­
niz.Jd .. nd l pplled the l rw Of llfrr I'S including thr t prrt. or the l r w or 
notions which prose ribos , for tho conduct. ot wr r, tho s t :-tua , r ights 
r nd dutic1 ot en~ n11tiona r s wvll :-a on.__. individur ls. &:JY tho 
: rt.iclvs ot Wr.r, rnd eepecir l.ly ! rticle 15, Congross h: a oxpllci tJ.y 
provided, so t rr ra it mry cons titutiorwUy do so, th ' t oi.litr ry t ri­
bun1 le Ohfll hflV~ jurisdiction to try ofrcndors or Offenaos rgr inat the 
l r ws ot w,.r in r pproprir t d CNldl e Congreas, in rddition to aa1k e Nlua 
t or thu govcrratnt ot our :.rm.Jd Forcos, hH tbuH e.<urci.a.-d .ita r uthority 
to dufint> r nd punish otf enaCJs r C' inst thu lMf ol' nr tions b)' n nctioning, 
within conetitutionrl lim1tr tiona, tne Juri.adictioa or allit1 ry 
cOAll\i.aeione to t17 poreona end otronsJI which, nccordine to thJ ruloa 
'Uld procepta or tho l f"w of nRtione, t nd &.&ore pr rticulr rly the h • or wr r, 
.. l"CI cogniarblo by euch tribuncl.a"• 

b. That tho i-ot chtrged rg , inat theao ~ccuaod constitutes 
t>n ottonao ,.grinet the lawa of wr ia plr in. It 11 provid.td in Chcptur 
6, .'.rtiole 2, or th.I Gonev,. Cunvuntiona of 1929, thr t "Pri.aonore of 
·,#A r tJro in the pow"'r ot the · .tnmir power, but not of th" individu1 la or 
bodic;a of troops who c t-ptun theu. 11\07 wuat at l'll t.Uaoa bu troet.od 
witn hlMD, nity rnd protectud perticulr rly cg,.inat ~eta ot viol onca •••• " 
.'.leo, in :.rticle 2J of tho :.nnga t o tho Hpgue Convention of 18 Octcbtlr 
1907; it is proviclt1d thr t "In llddition to the pruhib.itiona providl#d b:r' 
ep~cirl convonti~na, it 1e exproeal.7 forbiddon •••••• (c) To kill or - ound 
M on~ llho, hl'Ying l "icl down hia r rw, or hr ving no l onger flny a.>l'na 
of dctona~, hr1 aurrendorod flt diacrotion." To both of thoso Convon~ione, 
Cio~'O' ia ,. si#ll'tor/. 

c. 'lhe ap"citic,.tion cl~rrly l'nd in ,.pproprir t.41 t ume detinoe 
thu killing of nrl!Ud find unnttlndd prieoncre ot wrr, by tho s..nrtl 11ccuaod 
poreona, in violfttion ot "the vwa of hftr". "'Ibo Ll'ws ot *,, r "" binding 
upon bvll~orenta wldar ttll circwut.rncea rnd conditions" (Oppenheia' 1 
Inwmi-tionr l L11w, Vol II, P• 18)), rnd r a in the ccr.copt ot . JIOdom 
wr rfrre, .. 11 ifthnbitt nt1 of opch bolli«e rent et~tu t re auturl.11 incomb~t, 
Gurnvn civil.hna tN bound t<1 obaene the l ows of wrr. To quote rgrin 
trom Oppenhe h:l, "r.ll tho mod>ors e;f both nFtione are ruthorised to cce­
l!lit hoatilltiH Pgr inat rll the mlllllbers ot the otnur, in eYtJI')' c 11ee r.nd 
undur ovo17 circumtencu owndttt:d bJ th<.. gonur r l lrws ot wr r". doing 
thua buund by the lru of wrr, it t'ollowe thtt ' civilirn Cfln viol.Dto 
them, 11nd in pl' rt.icultr, thr. t the present criht• wero proporl.J chttrged 
aa violrtiona of th!> l awa ot w&r. 

d. 'lbe cUllli.alion •l'I propurl)t conatit.uted of the correct 
numbur of couipet.ent IWl:ab~re. Milltvey C<>Wlsul w1 a proriGod t or the 
nccueed, whc;, werJ ,.lao repreeelltad bJ vigoroua Pnd c rprblei civilian 

. cuuns~l. 

) • SW?11Ut17 or Evidence 

11. For the Pruet1oution 

On t.ho nil!ht ot 25 haguat. 1944, the t<Mn ot Ruteolahuia, 
Gel'IDl'ny, wre eubje ctod to ,. titty-ninu IL!nutu <-ir rl'id tJr JJ.l.i:id p!Pnoa , 
Bocbe struck thtJ Opol works ncrr th<1 t own, l'nd aud1 c,£ the tuwn, de .. 
trvying mony civilirn h(G(la, 'lbo cit.iaona of tJw town apont muet Ctt 
tho night oit~ur in tho air rdd eheltur <1r f1',ht.in& tiree in their 
h<iQOa. Thie rdd wre the l onaoot r nd me.et duatnactivo rrid tho people 
CJr RuaaulahoilM hrd oxpariuncod. 'lbey wore atill in an u.x.c1ted conditi • 
tho f ull"'win(; m .... mill6, 26 quat 1944, whon, betwoc:.n 0900 find l.000 h .. urs : 
oix un~rmud hloricrn fllore, priavnere ot wrr, wr lk.td throqh the t .... wn 
with twr. GG~n avldi or gu,,rJa. 'lbeae tlbre hrd bean lhot <!own rr.d 
wore boinb t r k\ln t~m Oanrbruck to ~r Unel. I~ tbo &roup procoedod 
woat d<..wn Pr,.nkturt"r s trros '-' ,. cr•,wd or Gurmrn civilirna bocrn t " t; tither 
" r'\lund thdm. 
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Hrs. }~nr6rrutc v:itzlur Pnd hor sistdr, Ur a . Kntho Reinht rdt, s aw th~ 
tliors r nr.! b"~rn ahoutil\6 "bert them t o piJ ces. 8o"t them t o certh. 
1hoy oru the cncs, they r re the ones who w11ru he ro l r.at night. Thoy 
t\1'.. the t e r rorizors of lut ni~t. l\ill the dv~s . We CflM vt hr.v" 
pity un thum." (12, 24, Jl, 781 8J) . They continued thosu ahc.uts ts 
thu a r c.up pnsaed lllonu Frfnkturteratruso. Ura. Reinhr rtlt threw n 
brick t rotJ thd debris, hitting ono of th~ fliers un tho hond (12, 16) 
ond 11lao s truck o~ ot them wit.h her fiat (25) . Ailrs. tritzle r r lsc. 
threw e brick l"t the tilers (JJ). 

Joadph Hnrte,iln, a pt-rty otticitl Pnd the Propo~endl' ~hie! of 
Rusaolahea, w11a pruaont in the Cl"\Afd. i.t this point ho tiruu t r evolvor 
ono tilue c·l.3, 20). B(,th W<.cudn continuod ahc,utin6, an' picka~ up st~nus 
rnd throw th• tt the tllilrs (J5, JS). Le tor vthe r pooplo throw stenos 
()6). /, crowd (,t betwoan twonty Pnd two hun<lrod pot;plo hrd ~rtherou r.nc! 
were t oll ~ the fiiors cic.wn Fr,.nkturturatr1aae. Philipp Gutllch, Wlhv 
w1a in tho crv.C., bc"t tho fliers with r stick throe t out l c,ng rnd twc. 
inches in c.J.rmo~r. Ho hulG tht1 stick in b""th hrnda rn.. bort aovorrl 
tinwa (Jl, 43, 44). 

. . 
Sov~rrl c,£ the fliers wore bloedil\L, rnc. ono wrs beine c,.rrio~ 

on tho bPck e; £ rncther. The cr'-Wl. was rnc ry rnd tho fliers m. vo~ swiftly 
C Olft'\ Prrnkfurterstrcseo, turn1nt; right intv Tounue•tr~a•e an~ proceec'in{ 
t own I\.. Grabenatttaae. I a the fiiers praaod down Trunuestraase past 
·.-:ilhols.dnonatrl'H O tho)' WCN ble6t:inG rnti I CGla W\ll'O l..1mpint~· Philipp 
GutU ch wpa ehc.utint.., "Bont them t c piflces." (41, 42) ~ Gocr c,e D,.um, whc 
wra ehcvol..ine de~ria in the rear t f hie home en T,,unuestr~ase, r l'n vut 
into th~ etreot 1 n• · l"ttn thu fliers, rn..: be,,t thwn with his she vol 
(47, 48, 89, 901 91). SeoJ.ns tile cro.S nppro,.ching, Jc,h,.Mea Oppor went 
towrz'<i it with a broom hel c h1.gh rb<Jvu his he11cl . He etruck twice (5S1 S81 
641 69 1 71). Joseph Hrrt~dn1 with r atick a1mi.ll'r t o ,. hoe h,.ncil~, 
wllcll,y bo11t the tli.n"a (701 73). 'Jbe fiie re wor e bloc.-dinG. Ono tlior 
wr1 ao brcl.y beeten by tho time thoy nerred thu enc! of T,.unuaatr,.1so th,t 
hu 1ot on tha eidewrlk threo or t our houeee IJWf'Y f rom Gr,.bonat,reasu. Hia 
ri~t shoulde r rnd tho upper jU'rt of tho right aide ot hie chust woro 
bl'ttorud. ,\ piece ot atone woe atic~ in hie skull. Johcnnos Seipel 
wont oYer t o him rrx: kicked him M tho nack rnd chin (76). 

When tho tilers retched Grr benetrraae onu wrs bleeding brt!lf r t 
thd thro,t. 1~)' tu.m"d r11;ht rna procoeGuu d°'lll Grc~natrrue t owPr<! 
8Phnhot1tr111e. They croaaua Grrbdnatrssae tnu prcceoaed ~lont,; the wrll 
which aepr.r~tea Grrbcnatr,.sae from the r,.ilrord trfcka. Tho crowd 
contitlw>tJ t o t ollow encl ewum l'l'Ounc. them. . .'.aJ6uat ttoU wr s on ,. pile 
ot w~od behin'- the wall tna neer the trl'cae. Hes anc Ar rl ~PM threw 
atonc,1 rt tho fliers (Proa Ex 4),. V.olf h,.d whrt tppenrod t o be th~ handle 
ot r br1111er in hie hw. He trieo to bHt the tilers, but c.ia not succeec: en. Proa Ex a). Friedrich Wuet lerne<.. onr tho wt>ll l'nd hit OM ot the 
tl.14>ra one or two cr1ok1 (Proa Ex 4). He thdn went ovttr thv well ana int<> 
Grabonetrfllao with , pieco c f woue in bia hM<.!• • Ho struck the Ameriorn<t 
t orcotull.y aevortl t.iaoe (98). The fii.6ra stucibloo on. ~. waa limping 
brdly 1 l'nd trw untiro atreot wu crowtltte. tn<.. nviay. kttor the tliure 
paaaao Geiurebuhl ell but two CCJl.lrpe.a HM .. tell t o the &rawu! noxt t ' • 
the •Pll. 1he other twc. cc.u!U just e,r t1E- thecaelvH do~, r nC.:. ac .. n f .;slJ 
t (, tho pnem.,nt. 'nloy cropt t <.it. isthor t<:. pl'\.ltect orch c.thor. i1uat St rrtl.!c. 
hitt~, ti.um with t hMllDOr, b"rtinb t v tnc. f ro (UJ , US, ll6, Pr: s Ex l,) .. 
J 1..aeJJh Hrrtt•on t>1ke~ . 1111 ot the pttoplo t o. bu rt them. JchrM Opper wne 
incit~ rnd "needling" tho crewr' ( 104) 1 rnd himaolf ooflt tho fliors 
s<..verrl tau (ll71 119). Jos eph Hr r t{;en bet1t them repe•tedl3 (ll8). 
tie t,hen •hot the Meric6ne (l.OJ, 109, ll.O), who, by this u.e, uy in 8 

heep 1111net th• will. 

Atter the i ncident wee evJ r Johennea Seipel met Rie Bestien, 
whom tw told h\) hrd kiclt~d s~ono with his feet (4~). He lPt e r epproech­
od " bO)'hood friund and st.Pted 11 1 ~lao beet them" (93). The Taunu ... 
str11a" WH 011pty of thu crowd when JohPnn Opper Ntur;1od to it. Ho aet 
Ludwi& Ylillnow, whcm he told "lfo boet thOll on t ne heed" (78, 79). George 
Dtua told UtrgP~te Burck he took hia shovel rnd put it upaido down(85) 

-)-
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r nd bort th<im (87, Pros Ex 2). 1'e Philipp Gutlich returnod trom thu 
econ1.. h\l etoppod in front of WilhelJDine Bicndel' s window rnd told 
hvr 11trq hrnde hurt so !ran tho be tting". (65) 

Botweon 1100 Pnd l200 hours tho srme dry tho bod!os ot the 
Amoricrn prieorwrs wurv pl~cod in e frrmer1 s c r rringd drrwn oy kitlur 
Youth, rnd wort> t rkun to the Cum-ltery rwrr Rusdelshuim. 1hoy woro 
plrcud in tho cert one on t.op ot the othor, t nd soaw wore still nllve 
~t th& tiau. In SA m~n, Stolts, rccomp,nied tho cert. First it waa 
tioken to thu ch~pul whoro it wu loft. Lr-t~r in thu nttomoon i( wne 
mov\ld turthor int.o tho cemotery. Josoph Hr rtgen went to th-» coaw..tory 
l rto in the ~tternoon, tul..1¥ nttiNd in hie ~J, unitorm. Tho !ollo'lfinc 
d' 1 the ~riotna woro buried (137). 

On 28 JWlCJ 1945 six lJodiue ot ~oric·n soldiers wuro cliaintorNd 
rt tho oomowry in Rueoclehoim, Gonu"f\Y• 1huy wore clothed in :&erio, n 
! ir Corpe uniforms, rnd tour wotu dos t Tga. 1boe~ boro th nrm<ie ot 
John N, Sukul, WilllND ;· .• Dumont, 1boml'I D. dillirma1 ,.nd : lmoro L. 
,·.uatin (1.40). /·ll ot the boclic..e uxcopt one hrd r traoturv.\ skull, which 
injuriH WuN obviously cr uaod bf being struck with horvy J blWlt inetru­
mante e Tho ono whoso ~kull hr.d not beon tr1eturod hrd two bullut holoe 
in tho ekull. 'hf<> othure ht d bullet holes in tho akulls. No othor 
bono11 were broken, 

b. For tho De!tenae 

Vrrioue witneeeee W\)N or llcd by tho dofenee. /1 76 yorr 
old Anti-P,aciet who hed ·~on driven fran tho aoonu ot tho oocurrenco 
in Grl'b'Jllatrrsso b7 the tccua~d Oppvr etrtod thtt tho ~ccuacd Fug~,nn 
left the crowd rnct did not pl'rticiprte in the bo.rtinae , CherPctc r 
tdtnceeoa woro 1.nt.roduced tor the t ccusud Fup.-nn, Woll, \'lihler, 
R.>inhndt, Gutlich, Seipel, Oppur, DPum, Pnd Hrrtaon, Thu tieaietnnt 
Chief ot thu Public Horlth Ottice ,t urJ'IDltcdt, who wrs ftlso the prieoo 
doctor, teatitied thr t tho ~ccuac..'CS Seipel .wrs r vury senile pureon. 
Ah'a. Dflum rnd tnothor woairn who llvtJd in the D,.um housahold atrtud th11t 
to their knowlqu the llcouaud D,um did not follow th411 crowd tind did not 
be,.t tho tllere'. Other wit.no1eoe tedtiti.:sd thrt th\ly did nut hoflr or 
autJ the fl'Ccuaud Witzlor1 Roinhllrdt rnd llrrthel in tne crowd rnd inoloeti.ng 
the tliure. · 

l 'lch eccueed, rft.4>r hiving buon du.13 ll<lvbud ot hie rights, 
~!oc~od to teke thu etrnd l!nd to wri•u• uitht.r owom atotoawnt or rn 
Wlnom ett teMnt in rugftrd t o ttki incidont which occurnsd in Ruesol ... 
"'leim on 26 l"l&uat 1944, in which aix l.mericrn tli!tre met t hoir d(JPth et 
tho h:-nde ot ,.n Wll'Ul.J mob ot Gtlnr.l'n civllirna. 

1be eccuaed D11um, ego 50 yetr1, in r awom a t11toment 
atrtud thrt h\l e~w thu prieont'lrl pPIG hie homo in 11 CJ'(lwd ot pooplo .• 
Hts aworu thrt ht1 did not Join tho crowd, and did not in "nf W'M<ir ueu 
hie ahovcl on them. 

The eooue8$1 Brrthel in ,. awom stetG11ent nd&ittad h'vint 
~en in tho crowd which eu.rround'od tho prieonore on Grr benatrreae 1_ but 
donied atriking une ot them on thu rvctum with · ~ piece of wood. Hu saw 
tho occuaw /~t Wolf tnd Johem Oppur ill the crowd, but did not eoe 
whrt thd)' wore doing. H• eflW tho flit1r1 being bet'ton bJ members ot tho 
crowd, rnd eew thNe or tour of them culbpeo nurr tho wfl'll on Grrbon­
etrP1a-, but hu t ook no ptirt in tho be~ti.ng. 
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'nlo ~ccuecd Gutlich, ill r n unoworn s t t t emunt, r lso 1'<1LUttud b ... ing 
prvaJnt ill thu crowd on ihu dry ill ~uoation. Ho h,.d nvver s ven f vr uign 
flie r s bofur o, i nd w ~ntJd t~ s~t n cloau lo~k r t th'31ll . Hu wrs oxcitJd, 
hr ving l .:>st much ill t.M bombing tntJ ni&ht bufuN . Ono vt thv tllors 
"tll~ dc suuw Kind ot r f r co" rt hil.11 l'nd he slrpplld thd fllor with tho 
flnt of his hrnd. Ho denl~d striking rny or tho prisunors with r club , 

'nlo rccuaod Oppor, ill rn unsworn str ton.ont, st rt od ho s ew r n 
un~nuous crowd b~rting r~rei&n !liors ill tho ~rrbonstrtsso, nnd l rtur 
s,.w thoir bod1oa beine t , kon r wry ill r c1rt. Ho rdui.ttod hnving A 
brvvtJ whon he first SfW thu crcwd ill Teunuaatrrssu1 but put it ~sido 
• hun he j uinud thu crowd. Hd vohumunt.l.y duniod tho r ccuHtiC>ns ot his 
t~llvw t CMnspdvplu. 

11\o r ccuaud Sui pol 1 in r n unaworn strten1unt, rcbittod btting in 
t hu middle v f tho cr.JWd on T~unusstrrsso . Hu st: t od thr t h~ wrs hit ill 
th~ t rco with r stun~ ~nd wrs hit over the herd with ,. big borm. Ho 
ndi41.ttod s voi.ng ,. flier sitting on thu curb nor r Gr1bonstrrsso, but rs ho 
wrs diz~y f run the blcws he recaivod hu wrs unrblo t o strt<i whothor ur 
not ho kickod this flier. He doniud mtking d,.mrging st~toconts r!tcr 
tho incidont. 

Tho r ccusod Roinhrrdt in ,.n unsw rn atrtomunt, rdmittod being on 
thv c~ rnor of lir hnh !strrasa rnd Prrnklurt~ratrrase on thu morning in 
quo:sticn. Shu s nw ,. crOllld of pooplo t ollowinl ,. group of tliors who hl'd 
boon shot down. 'lboro WPS much oxoitd,.,nt, ,.nd l ots of yolling. Sho 
rdr.dtt.od th r t ill the oxcitosilOnt eho yllll1.d "bert thom" twico. She s r w 
tho 11nti-11ircrntt soldiur bor t tho tliors • 11\oro wra ,. l r rgo crowd 
rnd murh nuis~, Pnc sho honrd no ahuoting, Two drys 111tur sho l u1rnod 
the !liars hl'd been murdorcd , 

'lbe rccuaed .Vitzlvr, in r n unaworn s t,.tctnunt, r.dmittuu sGuing the 
cruwd rnd buing very ex.citud1 but c.onioo p11rticipr ting, ahuuting r nd 
throwing stones. 1hvugh ahu !ull~i>d the c rvwci down Pri.nkturterstrH•o 
tncl Trunuaetr8aso tv Wrldatr~sld1 aho dio it pu.rul,y vut v! curiosity, 
She hrd nonr H81l t\)N~ tliera betoro, Shu cuuld not aee voey wall 
bocruao c.t th\l crowd, r nci did nc.it eou cny blows at.ruck vr at ... nos thrv•n. 
Shu caia nut horr har eiatur, krs. 1Winhrrdt1 ahouting. Twc urys ltlter 
sho lur mod thr t on thtt mornin& tho tllcu•a htt~ bt.\Ul bo,.ton t o doath • 

. 
The ,.ccuaed Y:uat ill rn unsworn ett tument, str t uu thrt he heard 

:·.ho :ac.ise and srw tho lrrgo orvwd cCM.ling into Grr benatrt"8se tram 
rt1unuastrrH oa He rtin t o tho wrll on Gr11benatrt11So1 t ook r hr~r tl'Ull 
~ie P'-Ckot r nd tried t o bor t tho fliors1 but did nvt succe od. Stick• 
l'nu st1,,nua woro flying "ll.ko mrchj nu gun fire". SIXIMlono in thu crvwc. 
t vvk t.h1t h11acor trcm ha ,.nd ooPt with it until the hor~ ..,f tho hriumor 
cri.w ott • Ho eow Wvlt Md Fugtlll"nn throwing a~onos vr WliO<! rt tho !llure1 
M c\ l r tor edmittutl a trikinB thu tliora hiJueU' otter thoy ley on thu 
gl' unr:, 

'Ibo 1tccuso<! J veeph Hrrtgen, in en u.oawum s t11toment, st11toc: 
hu wre Nazi Pr. p. grndr ! order in the t own vf Rueaolshuim. On the~~~· 
ing ill quc;;stioh ho .,... strnc.iing c.n tho cc1i,u>r \J! a .. hn.hvtatrt-sso f'nd 
Prrnkturturstr11sao ~ HW ,. orl.IWC~ rpprvrch!n&. / eking whrt wns happen­
~· , ho wn t old thet they were tlill rs wh~ hr d btHtO c.vor tho nia}1t be­
t <.irv. Ttao tliure !!ere guerdetl by 1t serge tJnt whc t ol e' him hia orders wer e 
t 1.• l or e! the !ll~i'a through the t "wn. Hrrtgun WPS axcitod, rs r re1ult 
"'t his oxpt1r~tmct.s during tho r,.ic" tho night . befvre. He struck on~ ot 
th" tliura with the beck or his hrnd . 'nlo crowd •"s ~xcitod r nd men,.e>­
Ula• He hurrd shvuta .:>! "beet thfm, they ,.re thu ones ot 111t night". 
Hu ~ld thu aerguent t get the pris1.ndre out vf tvwn. At thia pv~nt he 
~utt the Cl"\;wJ1 enc l Pt ur wont t~ tho curnur <.it T~unusstr~seo Pnd 
l<urbi11tr"8eo. He sl\w thJ c~ w(, turn trca Trunus1tr,.aso int.t. GrpbJr:­
stresse. He follow~~, r n : a~w th~ crc.w~ b~f ting tho fliers. h'hon thuy 
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wer o on the gN;Wld ~ 'aolci~r burt thtll:i. iJ'ter the cr~wa uiapersoc ho 
t.xrr.dnou the brx.i es, atrl ightenca th~ out, rno at1w thnt their skull.a 
hed boun brtter.:d . Hu nvticed no bullot hvl ua. None e;f them grvM1-U e 
He <·blPincct e c"rt Pnd got Sc.QIJ po"pla t o help l ved th~ tilers 1 bvc..les 
in it. llo then ordered tho c 1Jrt t Pken t v the cemotery. Ho donio<! h941'-­

ing rny shuts til"\fd, or t~ pert in the bei tings. 

'Jh<.. rccus~ri Woll ma(.e e aw1..rn stllte~nt t v tho cvurt. He atPlvd 
thr t he hoaro thu nviao ot the Cl'\iW<i '"' 1-ltt hie hcao t <J invoa~i,!ato. 
Ho went t l thu cc;.rncsr ot OrPbonatrl'H tl N\U Teunuaatrrsse, rnd jwpcc; 
c: vor thv Wflllt Ho hoard shouts r nC.: crioe vt "be11t t.hdC t v t.:eoth, boat 
thllCl t < pieo<10", Pn.: wpe t u}.( thct they were the tilers wh<> hPC.: bc;on 
thuN thu night botor<.1. Ho 8 "" the r lie.re boing bet t en by a tlek·. 
aol.l..ior, but c!i<l not 1eo m,yc.no elao bertinc, rt thnt time . lhe occueoc! 
W1.1lt d t.. not t hrow 4nything rt thOUI, tat h4t dk sue thu ~ccua'"t. 1.'1uat 
knoeling <Jn thll Cl"l w\d l'n' bo,.ting f' tllc; rl 8 h<. Pd With a hrumor. W~lt 
hir.laelt clP.lmot t v tu only rn inn• cent byat•nt!er. 

'Jhe nccwsed K ... rl FugiuM, in r aw-.rn etl'tement, at~ted thrt ho 
t .>0 wra ,.ttracted t o GrabenatrPaae by thu greet nc. iae 1.;t the Cl\;.Wo. Ho 
jwnpoc •>vc: r th:> W"ll which aoprr,.toa Gr~benatrrase trom tho rrilrc,.t! 
trrcka, find 1ttw thor o woro Jmoricl'n fiiere in tM cr .... wd . He wtli<ed 
with t he ervwcl t <.wrrd Goi orabuhl1 Pnc! t.Mn loft. It n.J ti.mo di <l ho h! VO 
anytnint in hie h"nc! , Pn<! bo die not 1triko tho !'li\fra in pny w~y. Hu 
hoarci ehota tiruci , but di d not knvw who tired thvm. 

Tho t>Ccuaed e~rthol, rocPllet:! bf the court, atPWd ho sew the 
accusc:d :·Jolt noxt t c. tho wrll with " stick in hie hr n t, but cU.rl not 1 00 

him strike rn,yvno. 

4. DJSMSION 

e. 'lh~ r ecuse' P'Ul(m~M wr.a ~cQuitted b7 tho Cvamiaei~n. 
Ono witneiea etrtou thet Fugaitnn throw et<.nea t- t th.t tliore1 rnd he him­
eult 1-uaitt.Cld j\.mping over the wl'll t nc.. wdking with t.h'1 er<.wc.. r.long 
G~,.benatrr••~· In hi.a ••vrn t uetimon,y, fUlJDllnD ~enie~ atrikint thu 
tllore in M1 wc1. A more b)'etPn<Htr in r concertdd rcti1.111 vt thia notur• 
iM nvt guilty <Jt prirticiprti'-'le ~huthor or n ... t. Fugmr M pr.rticiprte~ 
wee ,. quuation ot !tct t or the c"mmiaaion which c~MCJt. j'-Wtly be criti­
cised t or d~turad.ni~ it in ! Pvvr vt the r ocua~d . 

b. 'lhe nuaAining rcouee<.: 11ro chl'rgu<! J1.1inU;r with ('i,1.ng, 
·bottint;, oncvUrrging tand pPrticipating in the (!t1rth ut t vur i d.,nti!icc 
..nu tw<> wd1...entit'iec..l i6.Jric11n PVirt ..>ra, wuu were thun priauiora CJ! wrr. 
ill uluaw,,nte ere \ISt. cbU.ahad r n<:! r lthoui)l nt.t with tho prociaenaaa 
ro<tuirc:d ot o vi.Cenco pr~ducdC: bole.re cvurte-mt1rtirl, still with clr rit7 
one. convincinoi~ea. 'lbe evici111nco p<1rtrr1e t' bluud-h~ry, brutr l mob, 
inceneed b/ the drarge done t.o their vill"tlO during the precedint niGht' a 
rd.cl, dttturm.intld t.o exect ite revtmge troa the helpl.ee1 nri.l't.>re 1r. ita 
clutch~•• Evun tho old, the toeble, tnd the women pPrtioiptted, rnd 
•ong too crowd ot vi'Cioua civillme, tho 11ccused wo ro cloPrly 1 o e'l 11nd 
identitiod. 'lhr t the1 beet the. Prirtore 1e plPin. t.itneeaee whoao 
t-tat!Jaony Wt'a not discrodited nor r otuted a,w the coavicWd t ccuaed ply­
in£ thoir hcmoly but dt.11d.ly wor pon11 t>nd hu~ rc1 th41a shouting their in­
fl ,__,.t•17 J.thr11aea, he1'rd tho 8hota thrt put rn end to autte rillG, thct 
puncturtcd tht1 endinE; ot tbia opisode or horNr. Wi tnoeel)a sew the 
bodiJe crrt.xl to ttw coaewry whore thd1 wore buriod, there tn rePadn 
until oxhuaed t o becCllC autu witneHee ft!dnat t heir aurdorera. Un­
doubtedly, rthera beeido1 thoee rccueed wero involved; poeaibly other 
.,,.nds ttirn thoira dorlt tho blen thflt weru tiruoll.1 t 11trl, but th~ con­
~luaion ia tina Pnd ineac,ptb~~ thrt these eccueed pl~1ed 11n rctivc 911rt 
nd th11t thu criaoa ot rll rru nttributrblo to orch. 1he:i .tindin{sa ot 

~,uilty l'ro eWtteined by t.h..i .JVidunc<. . 
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c. j'.JJ tho coawiss ion wrs puthorizad to t ormulr t .> its own 
rulus or procudure end t u r ccept in uvidcnco {ny t.estimon,y hcv~ pr<>­
brtivo vrluu to r re ~eoncblu m~n, th~ only tost ot the propriuty ot 
its oct.ions 1nd dacisions is th~ iJlprct th~roo! upon such rit)lts re r ru 
· ccvrd~d thu r ccuscd by principlua o! juaticd, t r irnoas, r nd humrn!.ty • 
. nil .. nulthur tho . r ccusud nor the notion ot which thoy DN citizens h11s 

o..:monst.rr t od Pn,y inclin,,tion t o obsurv.s those principlus, thuy l'ro rmong 
thosu t or ,,hich tou wcr wts pros3cut"'d' rnd to it,nore thom horo would bo, 
in r l r .... "' aenau, t o nat,;rtive our vict ory. Viow\ld in this lit,ht, the 
ho · rin£ ~ rs eminently Just, t ri r, r nd hWl11'nde 1ho commission wrs clili-
1:.ent in its ~urrdirnahip of the rJ.Ghts ot the tccuaed, r nd wrs in f r et 
pr · isud by urch ot th' Gu!'lll'n civilirn counsel. Civili rn counsel c ould 
criticize onl:I Uw wuit..ht c:1vun t o pre-trirl awom atl't oamts eXdcuted 
by thll rccusod. Theao strt.e•nts rN clorrl,y ~ntitlad to conaidorl'tion 
rs tellin& within tho typo o r evidence hrvin6 probrtivo vrlue to r oraon­
Pbl v men. The hef' ritlC we s conducted in rn impr.>saive "lld cli@ni!ied mnn­
nor, f or which much cr"dit ia duo the Pr.taident Uwroot. No hr rmtul errors 
Ppvaor . 

d. Wolt Pnd Birthul w~rll crch auntuncud to bo imprisoned t or 
15 yurra, whil.o D8um wes allllt~ncod t o 2~ ye rra' imprisonment. All tho 
oUlero wcro s entenced t o be hPf\Gdd by thv n\ock until dord. Obviously in 
e crime ot thia nr ture, there IUJ bd ditt.JNnt d>Jf; r J ua ot rcsJX>naibllit7 
epproprirtcl,y de s e rving ot vrl')'ing dcg ruoa or punishment. 111~ c uurt wr a 
not 11.mit ed in its punitive power, which includes JXlWOr t o imposo t dorth 
sontoncu. 1hu m.xie ot e>Wcution prescribod is tpproprirte t o thQ hoin­
~ua c rimo or murder. 

Plers t or cl\lmency hrvo boen r ucoivod rnd conaiddr ed on behPlt ot 
tho t ollowin£. tccua~dt 

l. Jvh1tM Soipel, "e~ 67. His brother pltltda t or A1ercy on the 
brcunds ot priur clern r~cord l"nd presont a.Jnility. ~dapite hia t~ti1 
Soipol wr s Hen t \, kick ,. Ncumbvnt E-virtllr, rlNt.«V dHperatel,y wounded 
by " viece ~t atone atiokint in hi.a hell<l. t.brt rcts ot brutrlity Seipol 
would h r vti ccas:dttod h rd hts butm in his pru..t need not ~ W &ined here, 
Sutticc it t. Sly thot the rct ho did contributed t u the dorth t the 
pureuna named • . 

2. J chrM Opper, t1t-,e {IJ, Hie wit" pJtiticna t or pft rdon t1r com­
muttticn vn thu t;rc.unda tht t ho did nut hPYe r wtpon in hia hend end 
thPt hu auccucbed t . tho intlu(.incu ct thu crowd. Kia p,.at rocord is un­
~lomiahort, 1lw test.imcny ~r th~ witnesaoa belies hia inn~conce. He 
was ouon w1 th ,. brc.Ull huld h4;h in his hrnda; he wn auen t o strike 
twice. In itaulf 1 ~ld cg& ia n(,t t n QXcuae t or even ,. lilitig1>t~ trct(,r. 
On th<i cc.ntrrry 1 " ~turo mrn could be oxpocted t o oxort r. Natr&~ 
influunco, t c uxt e nd the wiadcQ ct hi.a uxp.;riencf» • 

J . Philipp Gutlieh. Hia wit~ rsks t 1r cGamutcti~n on tho g ~unda 
thrt he wta r ptrt ... ! tho m. b cnl.y during tho orrl,y atFt,oa rnd on the 
e unda 1. f hie pHt t.C .id NCGrd, Ho hu ! c ur minor children, the 
y ~unr"'at e4 ht mvntha old, Tho Wfly .:>r vt Ruaaolaheio p<-inta out tho gocd 
tAGl.i.l,y bl"ckt,r ' und rnd tho dll~~mce c.t the rccusod, rnd th_, f !'imeaa 
with which Gutlich trot t 1.,.d pris1Jnvra , nd t c.raign •~rkora on hia t r rm, 
'rt1 ... Chi\;! v! Pr lict: teatitics t c his bl,.molaaa rec .. rd ~nd his industry. 

lu Wr~rrett 'Jfitalor rnd l\ 11thr rine R.Jinhrrdt. J, poti•.i .. n ia 
).11'\.sontcd by J o.'n i':italor, the hwsbl'nd \ t Urrgr r .. t u Wit&lor rnd brc.thel' 
in-lr w .t Krthr rine &;inherdt. Ho IX in ts vUt thtt their cnl,y cttenae WN 

acNro.inf rc1>inat tho pilots, rnd thPt n~ "'no ppya t ttenticn t o acl"ti l"Glint. 
dvoa. 'Ihoir pAat roe, rd is :,1,.r.a1l ea. During tho til'-r11id v! 2/, ' uguat 
'.944, thc.iy c r rried thuir .;ld 1.lcth\l:- in r amEll cPrrb~ll t i) P ahl;)lt "'1·, 11nd 
fhon they rutumcd .. ft . r tho rri d , •it.1waaed tht.l bum~ hcuaua tnd the 
J,yin,· pecple , B""th w •. vn hr~'u childNn. Their honesty rnd pc.pul,, rit)' ,.. 
mrn rce re ot ,. rtitril t br cc ... shup wr s duscrit>..d by r ... ur ethe r J*r& ·JM, 

-7-

•,, 



5. J~•ef Hrrtban. Hie witu prosunte rn "PJ>d'l r~r thu seJw 
. r his thNtt childNn, t gus rr, m 2 t t. 7 yo r re. Sho beliaVll8 hu W1' 8 

cr rriod rwry by ~raei~n. 'lbe lote biirc t.a0iatcr atrtoe thrt tho pr et 
r~e ird ~nd roputrtion ot tho rccueod hrvo be~n g<t d, r nd 1omo ~ne 
ui,~nin. r .... r "k.rm Opol, fJctione~sollech,.tt" certitiaa t v hie industrJ' . 
rnu i.nuuJA)n~dnCu 88 t~ rGmrn in the iArm ~ol pl~nt, 

Tho rb.:.ve petitic..na hr vo bo\11\ •PIJ"ncloct t c- th<.i rue rd r nd tM1 
oo rut r l"God u Nc, aaondrtione f •. r cleMtncy. In aq opinion, n . ne of 
thu tr eta th1Jn:in prosented C\.nstitut_, tid11Qur to reracn f c.r the c.ixt.ln­
ai, n · t claa.llnc1. 'lbe criM • f which theao perso:\8 W\Jl'O convictod wre 
brutrl, vicious; rn~ unfeolint:, f'nd 111hilo /.aorlcrn 91~th,y ma1 bo 
l'rruaetl rt thu pres poet r t he~int. •~ men rrul vl d •n, it must olwrys 
bo r~red thf't hPlf-•~ 1DO r 1ure1 will rwver icpreaa upcn tho 
~c-plCI :..f G4>rmr.n.r tht't their c cticns hrV\9 been unlt1wtul l'od degenerate. 
'lb• deterrent effect <>t puniahment muet be greet enr1ugh t '> prevent 
t c-Nvttr cri.Ma thet IN rn t1bc.ainPtion in the e1es ot men ~nd blae­
phOlq in the eight. l f God, 

6, RICCJalBNDATI<Hl 

,.. I rec 11111end thtt 11 t o the .-coU1ed Wc..lt, Btrt.hul and 
Dl'ua th~ ••.mtoncua bo '"l 'Pl'<'Ved ftnd :.irdored a.outed. 

b , I Ncollmend thPt ,.. t c. the PCOuaud hrrtgen, Wuat, 
Witz:dr

1 
Roinhrr<lt, Seipel, Opp.tr rnd Outlich, thu sentences be rpprc.vod 

rnd th~ rocoro t orw11rded f vr contirmttion <>~ the auntoocoa. 

c. Apprc.prbto t vrma c,f rcti ... n ttre inoludEid hernith f er 
7nur sigiu;turo it yc..u t1pprove, 

.. 

/•I c Robert Bl-rd 
C. M>BIRT &RD 
Col unul, J;/JD 
Stetf Jud6u l.dYocato 



HEI DQU."RTERS SEV~'l1f JlRMY 
APO 758 ~ hrm¥ 

' sev 1945 

/\CTION OF ntE REVIEUOO :.UTHORI'IY 

In the ! <>rugoing caae .;! JOS&PH Hi.llTG~, t Gemrn civU.ian r-:aidia(, 
in Ruaaeleh->.iJn, GermMiJ, tho a ontonc" ie 11vprovoc. but the order diructr 
in;! the 11xecuti·m therev! ie withho..>l c! ponuing retion by tho cc.m!irmina 

1'Uthr..rit7 e 

In the t ore&oing ccse CJ! FRIEDRICH Y1UST, ,. Germi-n civillrn resi.Unt; 
in Ru.eaelaheim, German1, tho eontoncu is ep-.,r .... ved but the ord\lr dirocting 
the exucuti~n therec.f 1e withheld ~ndint: i-cti~n b)' th(# c ..>ntirming 
ruthcrit7. 

In tho f :.ret;oins case of JOH!·NNBS SEIPEL, P Germ.Pn civilirn resid-
1.na in Ruaselahuim, Gormfll\Y 1 the eentence is rpprl'.'Vlld but tho order 
diructinl: the executic.n 1a withheld pendine; i-cti ... n ti)' the continninc 
cuthorit7. 

In tho ! cro( oing .cree <.•t PHU.IPP OU~ICH, ,. Gennrn civilll'n r<1aiU­
i f\#I; in Ruaeelahoim, Germrn.J, the Hnwnoe 1a e1,prc.vo<.l but the ~rdor 
dirocUne tho uxocuti<n thereof 1• withhold pending l'cti' n by tho CCln-

tirming 1'uthorit7. 

In the ! c ret ''inf Cl'BO o! JOHANN OPPER, ,. Oel'llllln civill11n residing 
in R\MIHlaho!Jn, Germrr\J', tho auntonce 1a eppr<-Vdd but the order diroctr 
~ tho oxecution thl)revf ie withheld pendil\e l'ction b7 tho cC1nfirmin8 

ruthorit.J. 

/•/ G~~ttre1 KeJe• 
Ol!OPFR&t mE 
Lieutonrnt Genoral, U S A 
Coaarnd..Ulb 



HE 'D~;.RmRS 
UNI11'l> $T '.'I'ES FORC~ 

ElJROPl:. 'JI THEi.1ER 
orticu or tho Ther t or Judg<1 ' dvoct't«I 

UNITm ST '·T&S 

T 

Joeef Hrrtgon, Friodrich Wu8t1 
Johtnn Opper, Johanne• Soipol, 
Philipp Outlioh, PU of whca 
~l'\J Go!"IM'n NPtionPl•· 

I 

) 

... 
9 Octooor 1945 

Rt.CCIDIEND/.TI~ 

of 

nm 'l'tin'l'ER JUDG!. ,·nvoc;.TB 

I h11Yo ov.llined the record ot trirl, Pnd I concur 

in the roview ot thu Deputy Th11,.ter Jud&e kdwo11te and in 

hia rooamMndation thet the sentence 1 a to ol'ch of the 

pcouaud bo oootir.c,d. 

I concurs 

I•/ u R IALU 
L~puty Chiof or Stpff. 

I cencurt 

I•/ w e Saith 
Chiot ot St e ft. 

/•I Id c Bott.a 
J!I) • c • BETl'S, 

Br!«Pdior G~n~r,.11 U.S.A., 
1'heftter Judi• AdYocl'te 



• 

HE/DQU l.RT!RS 
UN IT!D STATES FORCES I rllROP.SIN THiAT!R 

23 Oc~ober 1945 

ln the toregoing oue ot JOOIP HAR'lGiN, a 

Genun Netional, the eentenae 1a contimed. 'lhe 

COllll'ncling Oenerel, \\Ut.el'D Wilit117 Diatrict, 

will iawe appropriate ordere p~l'tin8 the 

sentence • oontil'Md, tnd will oerey the sentence 

into execution et e timo end pleoe to be determined 

b)' hia. 

/e/ Dwi!ftt lJ &iaenbonr 
Di f b. iJSlhHW 
C~ Genural, U.S. Porco• 

Europeen 'lbeetMr 



Hlfl>W IJlTBf6 
UNITm STAT!S FORCES, IUROPEl.N 'Iffl/.TIR 

23 October 1945 

In the foregoing 01ae of PRIIDRICH WUST, a 

G~l'IU'n Nationel, the aentonce ia contin1Ud. 1be 

Comunding General, l( .. tem aw.ital')' Ilietrict, 

will iaa&.le eppropriate ol'dere praml&eting the 

eontence ae contira1Jd, end will C•ITJ t.b" sentence 

into exbOUtion ,t 1 t.1mo and pleoe to be detorained 

b7 hia. 

.1 

/el .t D 118.(Mer 
AT b. I kiiR 

C~ Genural, l'.S. Pero\Ja, 
luropelll 1boater 



• 

HUDWARTmc> 
UNIT!D STJ.m FCR:ES, WROPE 'N 11iE1\TER 

23 October 1945 

In the toregoUig oaee ot JotWtN OPPiR1 a 

Coman N11tionnl, thct attnt..noe 1a continaed. 'l'he 

Commanding G~nural, Weatern Milital')' Uiatrict, 

wilJ. ieeud 1pproprinte ordertt prCllUlgeting t.hu 

aentonoe u oontirmed1 tnd will ot rry t.h• aentence 

into oxocution et • t.1- 1tnd pleo• to b\l dot.uminod 

by hia. 

. . COll!lencling G~norel, u.s. Forcea, 
Buro~11n Theater. 



HB.\D...UiJlTBRS 
UNITJ!D ST~'.TES FORCES, FJJROPE.'JI 'IHE.'.TBR 

23 October 1945 

In the torogoing ot1e ot JOHf NNIS o>EIP!I.1 a 

Gt:l'lllft NetiOMl, the aontonoo ie conti~. 'lhe 

Ccmunding Goiwral, Weatem Milita17 111.atriot, 

will iHuu appropriete ordera pl"OllUl.&rt.in& the 

eontenco .-11 oontil'llLld1 •nd will «Mlrl')' t~ aontonoe 

into oxccution ~t ,. time md pluoo to bu detonairwd 

TD. ON3ll 
C~nding Gen"'rrl, US Forooe, 

Europe m '!beater 

t 



• 

' 

• 

HE.'D®/Jt~ 
UNim:> STATES Fa\Cf.S, EUROPE.'.N 'IHEATF.R 

2l Octobor 1945 

In tho torvgoing or.ao ot PHlLIPP GUTLICH, a 

~l'lltn Netional, thu Hntunou ia confirmod. 'Ibo 

Coamuinding Gunorel, Weatern aiilit•l"¥ ~iatrict, 

will iaauo 11ppropril'te orden proalllgi ting the 

auntonoe re oontirmod, r nd •ill orrry ttw a~ntonoo 

into oxecution rt r t!A> rnd pboe to bo dot.Jradnod 

by him. 

COlmtnding Gtinorel, u.s . Porco•, 
Dlrope•n Thoeter 

.... 
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I 

u nd f'l·u. • .l.J... \.C \: 
Cl .. t.J. UCI , )( ~ I t.1 1 (10 .d , .:Uo h n-

U I I i t.,Y o t1f'~ ·1 1 on t 

. ,1 •• • n4 J 

~11!> r O') .rd >l t.r 141 J : a l' om rd tl l 't i. o ;o • 41 u 

•f«l) l 1
1 

u. «: . ~~HJ t • ll"Op arn :.&h rt u·, r J ..1 no\.ion 1e c.o 

1n ~ /.u \.h r 11.y (J,o \.t. r , 11 t cl q• l' t 1r , U, • r'<>l' os , .aro -n ... 1'>1 '- • • 

~ 2~.4 J AG-1 00
1 

&!~ l ()8\. ) Ot.h , O\ 'b .1u ot : "l' i li .. ry ,•a .tn ~ orus" )• 

.Ad41 t.1o•l purn onc.i dr ' t tJ~ o o 

w U. 11 tho 41 · ount•1on .Jf JlO um~ 

o f im l ••1•ing At\ llar i "Y • 

&e6&1b ,.,~ "• bo o:-.t1rme4. 

6- f!If I' 9A& 

a . On 1h• corn1 

' on !l 1 Ji .. 111.nR • 

c: r n Jn 

•' upon \i,y u l 1•ge or ill of ttr.:1•..a <11v 111'1111 n4 
• 

>l1lltl. rw o.!·oue oareou , o l l• •111' 

o 1noluu1on of t. i O t>1•0Ueen bo~t il'l A, t ur of the Yio 1.lJ\1 v1ere 

llho1. 1.lirJu41 t he'· . d b.v l.e •·>' 1 nd I "' ' '"'· ' (lOj , 109 , 110). 1"1•• 

of 1.h• 01 'Ji i Ylo \ice, iZCJl u41nt t.nroo of U1 f o . r "'" .to 

d eoA1 Ye4 atm·oo of c 1 ull . • u f i\11 t 0 \1D O 4e b ( l'6at 

th•D l <>'\lel 1n\O for:,\Jr •o oart nd \.n l un 

a ••l •ho1m. 11· boo 'uoon l •HAl"n•4 at \u1G uW'lt .,.., iLe t r 1 

'"') up eno pad •• , n o ·\. ''° t r" ,, 
, --

lof.t un i ond•4 ( ••• oo p.y ot 



• 4 ~l nn d i dne,; •• JS"OWll to 

.Yr1 g'441•r .;ona.t l w Yi d Jo n , ,, PJ 111 o4 "" .1.: CA>l ' "' J t. 1· i 1 >• ·~'be 

folle» 1~ 4~ i.ba boclJ.e e of \. l.e 01s r ot i n i v1o t, 1'18 - •r• lAll'i04 

C l»'l)e lbeae i.,vd ien were exbwne4 on iW J urw l i'b &Bl £Jw- of l.h • 

Y1o,1m• 14•n i1f 1&.:1 by r.iaun• ot ! cl u n.1r1 wJ.o n d ltHIBe '.bl o uaeo 

ot c1 •~ i.t1 1l r e ade luu Lol.'l eo t. bl J.Hbo cl o,y " " i.:eu .lu J exc..o1n.- \0 be, 
. lA 1.llr•• 1DB1. DOfh , \>-.>t h £ .ul l 'fr oiure o.nct bull• i ,,\lunl o 1D \b e 

aJmlllll 1n t. .. o 1no n o•!:• eJ \ll l f ,.· o -ur•a u ncl in UA• 1D8 " n oe, o 

"911•' .. ound in tb o rv;ull ( 162, l ' , 144 , 14'6 ) (1 1. i a no1. i, 1n 18 

ooDMO\iOA, i hc. '1. 1the r e v10·.: at ino f tt .T~ ·.avo t e, Se twl 1ih 

v. :. ~. bero ino:f 'l. , r 1nocr p01··1l.Otl J.n Ul l a ren•• "3 r etCIJ'9D••• 

.-roaeoua~ a Lo\ • '1.b.L t l> u l l ot. rolo• •• • obeerYe4 in t.be s 11ll• 

OJI 0Al7 \bree, i na\ead al to ur, uf t he Y10 t. Jm9e) ~ t£allOWlq 

l'MCS-48 Of \riol }¥lye b OC t or ., rtod f er aon.tJ.rmatiOAe Uw D .. 

...... Of ,b. Gmwm"ll •31.~ of • Cleb &OCN••I 1 11 oont •im• ill 8 

.., ... ._ pe r&pap!l ...a .. eub 1U11nrr, a 

CU IH'M !WJm p1 Tiii aaom et K tt£U 1 fl Mad JG' W 

etae14 allA Jl'o,a&&Gla obi" f ot Jlufl tl•b91a, 1.ook A 1• t111g ,_, 

la, ... alSleDe in. \ u , .. Ulllr • • bll*•• Ua \ b9 finl a re­

WOlNI' ' Hlrdt \be Amerio:Jl'l aolO lere au t.bo.r ••1• • Aldac ( ll )1 
... \Jw\ ... '*'' HY•:U l ~ \ M L'l J:op••-'1.V "11.h • •U• r•m>l-

1- •• ba.Dll• of o pi\GbfGl"k or hoe (~), lob M • 191191 wl .. 

" ...... (111). ll• enoom-ug .. t h9 molt '° ~.a, 1.be fl.J .. cioa • 
• 

106) ... 1.ol4 o• b¥8 t.' alc'1 wb o tr0i o11te4 et 1nat 1.ba u•a1ta 1 

\o mep qal•' • 1.b• • .- 1.lli ng woul 4 Dr- pp• "° ba C 'IO )e ' \Ile 

eoael•ioa of \m 'M ,,1nge lAR •V " nbot four oft.be Yle i •• ,.. "b• 
- sa a lle&p a 1•" a -11 (JOI, 101, UO). 

Ill Jf.l\, a.a tie u l 1. It°' 1.ha " oo \9 110rll1Dg ill cia• i 1091 

wla.11• r~1 o \J lqr el• on 1.1 .. 0 • tro••, be • • o 0 £'0• • of opll"O•l• 

• "•lir IOO ,.o,i• approacahi11¥• II• i k el •o " QeJ'DA aer.,.- ill 

o!aar ge oi lrh• pli •ua.ra * o t,oJA bill Ill 1. a. hcl4 ortem 1'0 leet *• 
_.1.o ner• \ b.l'OMiP& "oe \o• C ~ll)e lliUt 1.l~ b1 i o• of \be fi.,en 



ln tl.o b .0 1 • . 1tl l o 1.'l 1. . ' · n u ld t.) ll Hlr J ct • it "o •· ot i.h• 

~ W JJH1I u " ., " .. •• ~ u l I,) o c ,Ju1'l follow 

( 281. 2 ti:; ) . H r .. u. • u.0.1 e ·~ n , • t u. v 1 \ U"?l o4 ' \.out 1....,. l.f 

a 1 hotll' l ct 1 . Ho o b or v od tht• • l .. tt> , u ll n al ..abe 

e nd t1.u1· o'\)j o u ( ,!Q.:> J. ' o r R .1 1. t ho r orr~c 1. •. n4 

tolcS o . 10:i n nn ol1i .1d r 11 111 >l"a CJ l 0 1 vo tl.o r:- troet. 

R n ,1 tn f l.;"l b Sn 01·d unl ' u Ye4 p l• 

11 1.) a "Wd bo t.1 h \.hntl 1. Jtl1 11·vn ( 'UU ) . iUJ!t : . ; , u!w lf' 

mo :>f: \ o or<.M4 .. · d Joft. , ex 11 lDd \.l ,, ; oro .. } o OJ'C ).:. ing 

< dnl\. 1.he i.;ll . H• 4 ut rm1tUtd \.J1 "t11e y .02 n ll 49'!1 (29 5). 

I• et.r 1~i.enoc1 o ut .o \ociior. d o t norvod U\.i t. 't. h.i okulle on mam t 

o! c. h.e wero b tJt tun bpart { ;..96 ). 1 o oll t J noO o rt, holpect loot 

li• bo41 o in L' 11.. , 'l4 ar4ar od lt t . e n t o ~h om11 t C'7 ( 19 6 ). 

11/dUtiEN tu~ e4 n vhot.s , nor hot.rd rn.,· cl .>'tff f 1 ro'1 { 1.'17). R• 

nol.10fl4 n > hul l•t. hvle e i n \ he vio1..ir.W (30f'>). no 4J u 10t to~:e HJW 

J'*.I"\ in \be boo ti 1.i o , o .. or Uaau 11 1.r il 1 ·1 t.be ODD bl a.n et 414 

•t. au '° ~.o o-.et..r;, i a tor oo t o 1 e c1 y (30Z). 

(2 t eJll..HijCli •. '\J: 1'1 ?h t·.oCJ. ood ~T , bJ tiJ£ a..n o.C­

aleat on, le:J. .. d ovor 11 .o i.11 ia t l ot\pturod .n •e n JtGll8•4 lly • lJlll 

•VlloJr o• o ib• fl~rs one er t .10 \11., .. • wi tb ., latm.r {1>11)•• 

b e 6)e .. L11'!' ~en van~ oyor 1. •• e \J .1 1 ·~ l:i f ,, ro1.uly 11 truak till• 

• lct'.lm Hi~ o "pieo• ar v;»4" ar ''bi etiok" (90 , 100 ). •aocrl• 

ill \o t1 110 her e.r•-•itineaa, 7U :~.· Wt "b; . i,i 1n l dit• ot1UD•" 

wt \A w uit. &.be wi 1.nea • ue . ed ,, ·u i oar • , !JS'J.' WH& l11 tc· •­

U n notber oocru••d m eal l n · on 1. 110 , r .JWld 1.m c1 b •n t1 1 the he 4 ot 

8 JS'081.l"U t.o n.v•r tiit.h 11 u .:or (JlO, 3~2 . ro9 !x . G). 

JS~· t.o i1f1ed l.,, i. m • i n hi u n purl'nm\ wbln lie 

ho~ 1.h• hou. 101113 t.A• u w a l u ·0 a o~ ,u 4. o left h 18 a l\lr1z:an,, 

•cm t. t.o \bl '"' 1 1 DD4 1.rio il un.ou~o• ... ull.Y \.O t o t "' o fiy•r wi till 

• .... .. ~hl3 walke4 ( lon.• n ~o 0 wJIU. 140 c £80 , ~~ >· B• 

p\18•4 0118 n er 1D Cdl ott orl. 0 ·r. ) ,1;;1 1n p0811.1un 8 0 \.h t be 

cwUl4 bel t.e1· bi t h:ll\ 1u . u.o 1 c or ( 20' )• •· GJne Ulen took \119 

ia-i ... r :trca hua od bu 1. • 1th 1 t """ll \l" ho t.d CJf tLo m.r. er '•• 



ott ( "'>. u,, " . ' • 11 t U 1.1 ta' . ,u 'l ' .. nt 

a.er 'I.he wul 1 1 uu Ju.1 • 1 " 110 l ;yu)',, v ii " l1v J , .;. i d. Ho 1. 6t.if1 o4 

p .. u1). 

HOO\ eel • j.j ,g, we 0 IS Ofll t o 

lri<* l inJ 111, 0 J .t.m .. ; -:.wioo i n " . t. i · >· cm l ohin : I.LO t. Sl"MBD 

eat. on U11.1 urb. 'l'bl 1njurod -01000 oi: '1l6 to er e t .Jne 

p1·oti·ucU n trm1 hin ull , d )l j O ., 11 t u J U 1d r und u ·1pC" r1 ~ht 

""rt 01' 111 }~e ut e 1·• h, dl.\ 1 jul' (71). ••t.or 1¥ !tat" 111 • ne-

B&U] '• ,l :J l'!:J. 1. 11.1 ono on t l " )• hll4 lt i~l' ad oo noono I 1 t i h i O 

t .. t (fil), en d tol.4 n:> 1m· ~c r o n u~ " la• " t. l tJO uo i ut 1.bm" 

ftl)e I• appo tu·e4 to bo " ;la4" t.bn L ue d <lone no ( 49) . 

SI:l~IL ' • o1.1i1od h:4\i , ou h• me t. i.be 0 !·01"1, h• waa 

8U-UDk lD hi ( \69 Oji n 8 i on• nn4 Oil t.he J• 1:11\h a "big be•m" e 

Be wu Ii•• t rvn the lJl .>w on U • he A f n1 r.v~ l.: v e k1••4 a \ 

mueom 1n th,. •od, 1-tt.a1a ' '" t.htn>r it wao o n:1•r ( 261 ). 

l i:IP& ... l\t. 

to • "'-1 ce wbeV.e r er n:> \ be w a l< 1oke4 Mm ( 261 ). H• Im lei 1.•ll-

111g other• at. \be AG•n• 1.h• 1. he tJ \cl kiaXe4 nd b o .•.en t.b• fl.19.ft 

(j••>· 
C~ i91A!f!! Ql?llia '!'b r. aou e tt OPP~ , when hi c• \Ile 

ez"<mt ap"aob1DC. ••' ~o.,,.rcl i.hc :Qyesw "u . . ft bl"OGa a.lcl ~ 

., ... hte ha a la ,oe1 uaa 1.o •• ilr• t lb, 18), .lld beu t M«> ot 

\he t l.Y_.. C 6t). D• avw:1 Ir wl th uah ·ore• t.ha 1. "h• h 4 ot 'b• 

pro•eouuoa '9a Ufle4 t t 01 '' J< "p !'1.Joiptheu vu .. ·y 111.\l.•1 119 ~-t, 

laft4 tt 11 ttl • 1 tiok tG4 '"' ' t oni.v 4.lev 1 1 U lee• (11' )• OP1'!1H w..a 

ob•ar•od tn t. o f r e f ron t ot 1. l.e o:rew4, lno lt ing 1 tilt onCJJar g1q 

JUr 1.1 cJi 1. ioa, 1n rs • e bl t hw on 1.he ho ... ,,8 , ' ' •• 

t c: 1 f l ocl h r 1. lw 

tron 1. of h1a b • hen 1 r ·• o rowt o f'IPI" a hint;. B• walllel 

4 1.h o orowt pn•.-el, u 

went. O if t o bls houao 4.1.lTyin t ).o br:>Cll\ cwor h i e shoulltll'. R• 

-o-



_.., ihtt bl"GCS\ to.m in -.t. -> · ·~d · nd t. .. on t u lCMed t b it ero.;4 clo 'ID 

a.be tti.r••'• N• a 11 poopl • \x. (.i. 1.1U 1.ho f lJOJ' ' l1ut. did no t. flJI' '-A• 

et.pi•• 1,!U). He d t ,1 •10 \. ell<» \S' 'u• er :lna i n ;,\J o. owl UI' ot'1 

l u\er ~Pl\ be ht· I p r"1oi .. et ( ~tJl.)e 

le. iaf ~· fl1•n m14 bon i1 llf ~hClll -Nor t 11> 11· l>. ·• • .. 1 t.h a • 1.Sell 

1.la"eo t L l o "' n4 ._, 1nol • i ra I.._.\._. , L.1 • l he •• ! o) a.. 1' .. 

b~'' .... en, •a, '''· fl• ..a• rd'"" '-1111 ''M ~ it. 1. o pi..-" 
f61, '1?)e Le&o1· , t1 0 be r e t urn .. f rrr: th• a otne1 he u t.oppecl 1n 

~ni at t.hll •i n~• ot " . , eo"a sur tJD4 • 14& "JT .nle bir1. •o 

l1"ma t.119 '9@\1118" • (I&) 

\ll'AJ,U)I , ,,u \£11•4 "~" h•u l • enr l.be oraw4 01111 

\U fal'9'un _Sa,cra tae wwa. •l" ... w .1bl- I.! ' . . be'ter Yi••• B• 
• •• •dMI, JIU bae bM~Ja, '9ea ~-- ill ~• bed>1ag 'Lb !It 

..... <• W' U. 1'J.p91'W r w.le v iLoe N' aaa:-.. ~k186 t.bl1' Ulil 

II,_ •• W,, lGK 'o t ke fm of b•, t;\J'A:Ll Cll Ill •pet )da ~· • 1tll 

tlae Ila\ ~ Mii ~ .. fllf)e 8• tM ra. •trill9 .._, of \M 111919 

•l• a ei• • ... •1.at *- • ,~ .. CMl)e 

(I) ,.. ... eet.a1• •YM•o•• •l 1 Dot .. ••tea-a I••• 
'9.\ U.e n•,1ta1a•i. eaat S ... lD 'be ~-· d \he ! Mft 11189 

At~-... ~· Ue 8e Aa7, .a Afflllllet mrno. .... 
11111'9111Mtwe •1Ml'et1 &e atopl.eJ la 1 enUn•• 

'· ,. ..• ,,.. 
.. a. lflll'~ QlneS•l&oa wb.ioh ...... t.laia .... -

••.-Jir eamU,atect 1et w ~•l•ll•tlon orv \be •u'J••' r.At._ 

... Oil \la• ....... I. •1111.rC7 11cml!• loa !If.• 3.-.la 418 t.iDD •• 

uae llllla~'•• ot ea OHald•• en-.r olUD\17 a.11 t¥ \Ill rjpi ~ ....... , .... '· 
I. • U)e 11111,,_. ••-at 
.,.,loa - Mrrl,C11'1tll llJd'• f MN)I• t •u• Ye •rs •• " ciwa. 
I MeMUU. Ree_.., U•iee 111 lf6e "81 la lane 1.19 fte•il•, »lie 

10tl)e a.a aa o u ·-• .a Oi rw\ 1.i. l 1t• ot w a- ~1'" .. tn a 

•• ,.., f' la. \o l&a MOap.t \iOD f'¥ Jl"OP.•l 'J.I M U"i 9d b.t e mi1S to~ .... 



1911~ , p 106'1 'i r Ju l of Hemry 11U'I (lU1, ) , 4<J"h Jon i~ . ~nd 0"' 0 00 . 

Bou" • o f h • pro o 1t. . t.1 yen , :Y, • Ho • :o. ea; aeo l l o o .is e o oi o4 

on p •• io'l- i.:16 in D1V•B@1\.Y 01 ,1 Ur1 i 4 1ut.1 W lJYOr .. :.ir c: ·lr•O · 

no. a.1onti3..• of a ball l 01·on no.1er to.:• o ounu to roo~ n i:• iawl l 

,_, )JlV on 1.ion,. l int.orr., t. J m··l J,ow ( rt. 2 o! t o ~1 n a 

('Priflvnen of . ur) ;onvont:\ m, 2~ ,J uJ..y 193' ; ' rt.. 2a, ~r Col of 

Ul• on. to tho a '18 Jorwmi.ion ·io. IV of 18 U '- :.ib C" l lJ0'11 ua. 

1, 10 1tcw. 19'4, pnr. J4fi, l , · 27-10 ). Jt>1'h \be Onitoe :-t u t • 

f.184 ~l'Ml' JY arc s 1 gn~ i.ory powero \iO 1.l o oi t o<\ ooove t.10D8e The 

ldllln at ' h • untmnecl tr1 e Jmr • ot i.r .1n \.l!a 1na .n t a iae w..a 

lni.rt n810·1 lJ tto berb.-.. r .:>m 1'tl4 1Dh••• ~H t 11. a nn )S'o,.r 1¥ be 

aate '° YlolA'• not onl,y ~written iuw of nrt1ona, t \& ai.o 

aaee llln11e4 oooaep\e on4 et.• nd: r a n o f doaonqr w •hioh ••C7 ,., -
.. 111"9rtt•• la boun4 b7 wnrr1 t. 1.oll l nt1 of rr t1ona. '.be ottca•• 

olae«ny apprcw 11• ,.~ ocmnon lciw mr4er. .Tur 1ea1oi ion of \be Od:i­

•l•S oa ewer 'h• otten•• ana Ot'O "he aoanae4 1a be,0114 ~m• "1ca. 

t.. 1'1'• aaou ... •• 1 r•l'l"U• n tod by t bl • milit. ry oounael 

•'• ill ••ti 1.1GD \Oeru &.o, t .J ur o.C t.h• 1l yo nooais•4 .t•i• repre•ea1.e4 

"1 ~·• o1Y111U 00WU10; r ihe11· lfln obvoeing, 

•• »1ag. fll opa 
a, -~11 t.b• al one w .r pl"(l".'l f o i ho ullot.:od offeua• 

nee ... 81&17 1.o ell~t ul iah l. be 6 Uilt <Ji \.l.O f ive noOQ.O e d .. ham.- CIQ8• 

•• Wl4er oomt14er tioD woro pr :.>po1·1y n. l uoed in •v JA o;JO•• ~llml• 

aeome4, 1D o unJW'lo 1.1 on ' 1i1. ot. l 01·1 , er o Jo1 1tl1' oh· r ge4 1~ 

a 141ru? 1 attet. \1 , enoour in 

t.b• Jl'l aomn of w r. · ... b,· r aor t\ uf 1· Jai l aon 11111 oonY1D01n1 Qll 

abunc1rnt ••14eaoe ti t e oh ot t.ho !jvo tJO eel plt v • d ' lo in,. rol• 

__,_ 



ln tl.< out ... 1011 n c l' LlHl or "o o. Tl. 1 un\. J fJ a .lu on o th• .. o. 

noi hb .. Jtu .. l uo"lu ' 1nt.one1eu. .uol r. aau•u1u p~J 1u l l y p..r l.la ipt \el 

in 1.be o l \Y1Ut?8• H '1R ~\ ,ztl , w.o l 'iJl! ~ ·lo .Aar, 1ni>1 ~· od .. net ur •4 i.he 

orow cl t.o bo .\ t1 o • He, hi! ol t • re nm.1.odl,y ucn 1. ttt0t1 f 1t.b 

a a Uok, · m ~in 1)3 i'irocl 'bull et u inw 1. h O fl O clO Ol: i'~u· ct t.h• 

h J:l9l' U 11bOJ' pn&Ae4. 

He. t hon £0210 .• d thoi und • "ur. l.t i: nolt boui4 t f • llen l.,J.r 

in cr4a.c to b oat l..irr. r\D"r.har . lf l l' l'IJCtl\l l 'tt .atJ. ~() } _. un-

toub&.e dl.¥ diro o\.l.t o uaed i i: ot on• t. nd prob \>ly c <re of the 

llll"p 4epreeaed R .ul l t r u1.urUG 4J oOJyorod Cl'l :live of 1. • •ioUm•• 

OtPJI' 1Do1 ~eel nd onoourn t~d \he orowt .incl hiJ QJ.1' b~ i 1.Le 

Yi o\ima 1 t.l1 ' bro:m ,1 t la euoh fca-o• 1.hb" "l&• i. dl of 1.!w broc:m 

• k• oft. Su~ blo••• o 11.ho~ not, neo••t'1" Jl¥ l • t.ba1, 1m17 ••1 
bay• e au••4 ekV..1.1 no iur•• 3.iIP · k1ae4 n a.wG.r 1~1111'•4 ~ 

la tlM neok nt1 ahin na t.ho fl.7• • ·•1. on iA• tt l&•ulk i\h 

•1-• ot •i.one ar •lnH Jl'OU"Ui.Uag :rr .;:,m hi• e k1111. S4l 1'!3. ia-.. 

NUM4 of hi• Jfl J"i ielpe \ioa 1D tho n\r:>oi \ lea. vUl'LJCll l»M\ 1.M 

0,R• wl\h a t.iok t.bro• f oet l on · n4 a. .. o laoh• lD 4SM.m•'•• 
,,Jlieb h8 111•14ec1 •Uh 'bo\h n... Ctl'J. I<ll •u.14 la1.er \ha\ hi• 

llada huri tr an \he b ouunau i. Jw 4 cl!linl•Wn4. C! •Ji nilGDe• 

•'r ~11eee o .> :iolulY• l.7 Hl1. • · ob of \he t i•• e oaaecl h11•la •a­
•11V•4 ft. OU••'.\>' oontr1~ Mii \o \bl 4ena ~ i1aa osrmea. U..7 

wero ao~~Yt.&t..C lGr o ODl'V'laD 1001.,i c.. u4 l•slll13 are all prtn11,..i. 

-••-' ~ bru\ r 1 rol•• \hon 01. bo1'9 • <% \hilt. t.he ~111"l•• lD­

tlie t.M b.Y '8• • m:ro • e vere t.h• l'l 1. baa• 1.lltlio \el btJ ~• 

oliben. "All .\ho ~olA ln " OOlllDDD I •ld •'1 M> oo r;ii\ a n 1ID wftll 

ao1t, ~· n 1.\ll" 1 4 p :'Ob1..b1- oo•equenoe of w. ... i1on of 

wh iob 1nv..> lven h• oont. ins•• at t. int h•.:;.n lit•, are n • ,oa­

•llal• tcr n hcm1o14• o cani 1. • 4 1'Y om of \bta wbli. aa\inp 1ll 

•\ll'uu no• of or in 1 ur\l,or • nee at t.ho ao..a &eel , r.1\llollilll DOt 

epoatl oi 11¥ oon t e pl i.ea - t.h• r-rU••• er •••• f ol'llllll•a 'r -



4 otend '· or li.Luu Ji 1.I•, I) , .1 )' ) tr L 'Ir • ... • 01. id • L' io 4e " 

( .49 ,ur 1 u Ju u, uo '~ "' • P• 1" '' ,') , . 10 l . c11 n u .u.' .n -w t ro 

l t.dtt; J101 , .u J • .. ~ . \; f uo . Juo .. J LJ (lu , L>y 
' '" Ci "J d 11 00. 

' 
\i . _,, , µ. v v Ov i J1,,u .t n I 1 J 0 ' t 1U.d Od h .J. l 1.he 

l'O t ~.J. I ' i Ul o! t .L 1l" l ' J. ll:J \: ,. ill• (fJ ll&t 01 ' I • • :J.h or o 10 

nu., ... t.o . 1 t't.< " ' u t.o {),.. 1.1.0 oouu 4. 

/ l • .:JU b _, .J .;u .• 1~n to 1 J 1. r ulo:; J)Z' • 
0 ..) ) () ""' Cl o od 11U OUll 'Y fu~ . t full u wl L't 1r 

tri n \ ov1do o h viu p )'012 ltiY8 Y 13.ue 

" • I) .. u ly n 1· • • c on~ cu \, d op • r iQl"• 

tr m ha ol'·BB1 -> 11 ft•Jl ,,_ o n 1'1 J ! uvtd n :.s o nu 11·ooeclure . 

~b• • i " " d Vj td d ill DO\ ir Jl .. i rn c . er .ll:lpri rtial.lf.r 

Ult. 1.110 toounod r .. tw \. u~ oonv1 o' d b eyon ci 

al \bou. not i·• .Ure \0 tio ttu, 41d1 1n f o "• 

ft wtua.,.ble doub'• u.n4 ur lJl o ev14 111100 u dd 

U.•" f1Y• oe1oua.a. 

o. " _.mu.a oo "'19•1 o tu ond u i n bu oloB1nt; or~•• 

\hf.t' the~ ....-. u<n t ul l,1 o dvi ee r>rtcn~ 1.o t r 1 l or the •Y14anoe 

to bo -pro e a1.e4 by 1.be JS'OUeou1.1 o n,· :1 lOh a r 1\ 1 u an 1.Dhermi 

\r1al undor 1ni.trnei1 1oal t la.•• l~ov\lr1 no ob3eot1vD w o •• ,0 
t.bu Oamr'!1••1on prior t o ar d L:i· Jn i bo l ' l ·1 l u to lia poln' q, 

ietenae GOWJ9ele ~'J alnoe\ Wllimi.,ed .·1 t of 01·oo u- ax1 i na "iOD 

•ero18ed b.Y ovu•i••l ; ~'11' 1.uo a oo\UUt4 ,,· ui d i , d c.u CJOJTeot a., 

r••ul t.nai banltul errur, nil i n• OY14 ono • v: ov r .. i.olr.ling gu11i • •-

4e I t. 1.8 otod uleu 

nJ !.'a;lOD l•• ormi nol 

pro oocl ure 1D r e u ir iJ i. ho 1 oonood if:J 01 w ur unlllor ontb or 

-~ -



1li.t iv.in !Ul.1 jil 'lVI r l o i.u z. , ' " u1 l>l' -> · • • oy · .1 a lo on ot t.h• ao-

owa.a. l t l.tJr ... Jx ,:, f t.1 c .Wt vo u c aauuoo 1 . .. cl t> t1 ~11'1od i.bll UdE11•1an 

ll04j fleA 1.bo pr-.v1v 1"1 r uJ.1ng b¥ 4vJ sin ; $!18 t..oou11ed iht ' t.b 1 weJ .. 

r~1uu~e4 1. -:1 "1.rl l o t ho e 1.t nl ", bu t. not. 1·0 uu·e4 1.v t. oa t.if.r uni ooull 

l••liu t v r. ~lwer tlJ\Y t peoilio quo 1.1one Ul• oanntar.ton ..,.. au.ao­

r1H4 ""' ."> J!o •uol. u ~\tl•, i t deomeu n••tH.&l'lr tcr a f11ll a ail 0.12' 

il'1•1 ot ~be eoauned. o• r ' f ul r 1 dillR ot t.he r ooor• f lla tD 

41•oloe• t i .- i a ' '1 aooUBed wuu sr•Ju41oe4 ~¥ '11• origlQlll.l rule • 

1'·• aubaeqU11nt. mo41f 1o.,.t 1oa. 'l, ,er , wa s , moreoYC, auft1eient ~­

pet.ont teu1.1JilolW ag~nat eBoh a~uee4 \o •a•~cin ib• t1n41:Jg8 of 

p11t 1Dle,.116entl1 of nil¥ Haiu.o"' t.b• &44uo•4• uro•-•mnlD•• 

t.1088 of 'h• "~v••• w er,e aalfo-U Alli', rel••' '° t.bll 1••• ..a, 
la •••al, w1ih1n 1.h• • .,,,. ot nm t.t.er Z'derreA 1-.J on •••• •o­
•1•~1-. 

.. 'lh• ,ra1etan tar exoeel.C i t.n-.. RQ.--e'8 ot 

a t 1~ a...-1nr. 'nae rlgllt of G011fr'ont.s tion • ·• • Ah.._I , .. tbal· 

i. .... ,. ···- .... allowe41 auu . ..ry oo ... .i - pNYSlel ... 

olYAl• • i>-91 pem1t,•t1 .... ._, 1nierDR-.• ....... t.o 

~ \M aiect••eA &Ill ct\. une.i labMt ot wbu 1. •~ • u l& aDI lwa 

•J•'iaM '° 'o•••mv ••• pem11.\.e4; •t l' tt.o-t.llD'la '9te d 

*9 -Mn o1 t.111 .,_., ,._.., wu N'l\llNt A>r lM»Ul eo•le'illa 

aat .. -.a... Certr. 112' ull wil•ao• •~14•n• tiir tM 1k t••._ 
Mt ,. tee' ot -"ii•iltlli•• 1.e. • ~hu 1. it. nll01al.4 baye ,robf;tl•• 

..ta• to a 119880•'-1• rn•• '" 1ih• ocmolmloa of \be t.r.i oae 

G • • 01n.11 .. tetezwe oou ·••l t.olc1 •h• O.-i eaiOD 'Ula' "9111 -

naet u well ... 'h•ir l•te•• e1 oun1a1, h~ all iae rl, iltia • ..._. 
' .... JM•1•1... I~ i8 'lODOlulot tht 1. 'he Vial M.:»Z'I .. ldUl •\WDl 

~ • .,,.. at .. 1 u. \he geaerw.1 J'I" 1• 1 pl• o~ 1811 Neo.,a 1•el tlf ... wra 

•lrili••ioa aa pr11ao1plM proper t.o be ftl'J>11ed 1ll i.he vial ot ••• ..... 
•• 91•y11qr1 

a. '1•• !tr et--• ha&v• ltu ·n ree• l••I 1&1111 eo•iAent 

•JQ. 



on b J11 ~ • .. .. 

(O. tl 

mor -l/ on 110 ) ' U\d • 

.1 0 • &i.H o 1 t. 1n it o 

. ... 
1or 

U lt h tr 1 b 

. l l. > ". i0r T1la ,411 ti.%' 

.t p-l:e .. ant oon1l 1t y . 

1u lif.t eel ~e 1 n 

pbJu101 on t l : l . iJ. Jo v I )' .~n llo . ru1 i.Jl f'ull . .v r pun 

n 1at r o 1. , l i u i lll, t v di f r \.J C 'l;<.1 bo t. .. o n l'J ts l•~ l d wl.' 

1'16) . 

( J. 7 • 

(~ti .J ' • • NN l 0 • h l ,1 t e potJ t na or 

•9.J' Oil .).\ on 1 t.J 0 i n OJ 011r ~are. 

lno r eu t ion at. t u "'· 1. i.e o uo • .. . bo t ¥J 1 n uo no o or t • es-

01 c. d or-1"41 u .. i ; l u tt u ' l>l1 r.io l oor 1 fo :::nd onjoyc:; \ho 

en'o of fe l le>. o 1 ti &On1J e 

fl) , 11 .... L~i"' ' ~L 1 cn . '1,10 1!• p o1.1 tiona 1br ol•-

J"Gl' 1 ip. t.eJ in the 111-tren1men i 

o ! tJ.• Yio\1t11J olll / du .. ·111 &. Le ~h ·1 . nt .ge n ·411d l ef'' beoriuee oe DO 

l o ·er a,.JrQYo41 " h.u ~ he uuoa abod 1. .> tho ini'l.uonoe o! 1.be 1Ao1C.A 

• 0••1 t.l~· t. M ha• a ai ,~ ·o4 r ooord o tt a• noi a mal>er ot ~u 

"-d par•. He he• !our r.t i.aai· h1l ch'Vn 1 Ul• you.ngeo• "1* \ moa1iM 

01•. tbn tf~or a nd ab.1.•f ol , lioo or ' aal•l~im •t!lnl t.ba S. 

U~ 109 ~D Cl ·~ reputl \ 1DD 1n t OOt •nWli~ e 

.,.. J(J\ l I R4"~• 4le Ui a • ife pet1 ii~ 1l>I' 

•, 'C 1; t ... bl onrried ow · llr 

hi• p••loD nd •Htu o ) .. 4 ~ u!' t.o u un. 11 
... ho fbri. er 1"1.f OJ' ot 

nm.1elehe11l I\ w n .. oa.i n.. l'• ~ l 9lJ0,> 04 I ..>vd 1'8pUtt. 1.iOD 1D 

Rt.iPr••l•h•ia• 1 na em ot1'1oi a l ot tbl Act une Opel uom ·flT o•taft•• 
t.llo t 1 R t~~ bA bean empla¥•d b¥ t.ho ooc. q r tno• lt88 P D4 -

n 1Jld,1atrio118 and 1 ncloo .-4an t. hOJ' · or. 

i.o t.he reccrc1 . It. 18 bu 1 ve<l u t 

t.1 erotn fo1 Lh• ••~en•ion of 0 1 0 1 ~ cay 1.o ¥ u~ t he aaau••4• '1-

t.h« t 4 1 ¥ t tho IJG i lY e t UQ • 0 4 ,, 0 1 

-ll-



• 

·u.~ we1·e "1• oon1.r ... 1.1.1 ;ureu 1• 11ix \J J'b:U-ate .ll J.'ulihl••• 

murdon.t . ' l l if r 0 1 iJaQO · ~·o r. l>J oot i;.... 1.<J do 1.h ~n . J 'G>'t ul-

\ho~;h l• l•uoer pct.l tr mt._y b¥ il 111 oood ( l' z. 367 , l"4 27-10). 

r •• t 1-l \, ) 0 HD I J. pon .., fln()J'ig 

o1Y111••4 puu~l• 1u li~u iropr1 un t ui· a o •• ~ .oro tre no 

l C. 1e n 30 u rdi n 1¥ l--03Jl . .:Z iGD4 Jd 1.~U.t. t h• eonicuoe af the 

1oa a io 9-lcab oouaa4, .b..>oo o e• &1' 8 here fer oonftlna\io&1 

\be\ 1 .. fBll.l PP vll."i. lOli , if 00,.1N1l O .. )~\, . JOH .. mr~; S~l ~, :ftU£n1 I• 

.. ~ ~· •I .10861' U"R1UN1 be oonfll'lll94e Mm ot a e1.1Gll 19"• .-r•I 
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HEAfYiUARTl:RS SEnN'R AiU.IY 
ortice ot the Starr Judge Advocate 

APO 7 58 US Army 

R£~IEW OF THE STAFF JUDGE ADVOCATE 

UNITED <3TATES 

v. 
Joeeph Hartgen, 
Friedrich Wust, 
Marr arete Witzler, 
Kathe Reinhardt, 
Auguttt Wolf 
Johannes s e!pel, 
Heinrich Barthel, 
George Daum, 
Johann Opper, 
Karl Pugmann, 
Philipp Gutlich 

3 August 1945 

all or whom are German ci•iliana residinc in Ruaselsbeim, Germany. 

l. Th• above named accused were tried at a Joint trial by a 
11111tary oomm11eion appointed by the Commanding General, Seventh United 
State• A.rrf, at Darmatadt, Germany, on 25 July 194~. 

a. They were all tried on the rollowing charge and s pecitioa-
tion: 

CHARGE: Violation ot the Lawe ot War 

SPICIPICATION: In that JOSE!' HARTGEN, PRIEDRICH ','/UST, 
MARGARETE WITZLER, KA'mE REINHARDT, AUGUST OU, J' OHANNED SEIPEL, 
HEINRICH BARTHIL, GBORG DAUM, JOHANN OPPER, KARL 1'UGMARN, and PHILIPP 
otrl'LICB, Ge!'lla.D oi•iliana, aoting jointly; did, together with other 
per•on1 who•• names are unkJlown, at Rusaelabeim, Germany, on or about 
26 Augu1t 19'4 wilfully, deliberately and wroogtully enoourage, aid, 
abet, ud partioipate in th• killing ot JOHN N. SEKUL, \'IILLIAH A. DUMONT, 
THCIJAS D. WILLIAMS, and EL?.iORE L. AUSTIN, members ot the United States 
AraT, ud two other aeabera ot the United States Army who•• names are 
UllkAown, eaoh or whom waa then unarmed and a prisoner or war in th• 
ou1tody ot the then German Reioh. 

b. Baoh ot the aoouaed pleaded not guilty to the Charge and 
not guilty to the Speoitioation. 

2. OO!l!!•nt• Upon Jurisdiction 

a. Authority to appoint the military 00D1Dission waa delegated 
by the Commanding General, 12th Army Group, by a letter dated 21 Uay 
19•~. The power thua deler ated included power to appoi nt a military 
oommieaion or not leas than three of ticerc or the United States Ar~, 
tor the trial ot persona subject to the jurisdiction or such a oommisaion 
ud who are oharged with espionage or with s uch violation or th• laws or 
war aa threaten or impair the security or their toroes, or the etteoti•e­
neae or auch toroes or members thereor. The propriety ot trials by 
military oommiaaions tor violations or the l aws or war baa been long 
established, the most reoent oontirmation thereor being Ex Parte Quirin, 
85 L. Ed. l; 63 Sup Ct. R.2, wherein it was sa id: 
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'From the very beginnin~ of its hi s tory t hi s court has reco~­
nized and applied the law or war as includin:· t ho t pe r t of the law ot 
nations whi ch prescribes, for the conduct or war, the sta tua , rights 
and duties ot enemy nations as well as enemy individuals. By t he 
'1't1olea ot war, and especially Article 15, Congress has explicitly 
proYided, so rar ea it may constitutionally do so, that ll'lilitary tri­
bunals shall have jurisdiction to try offenders or otfenses a~ainat the 
laws or v1ar in appropri ate cases. Coner ese , in addition to make rules 
tor the government or our Ar med Forces , hos t hus eYercised its authority 
to detine and punish ortenses er a i ns t the l aw or n!l tions by senctionini; , 
within cons ti tutionel limi ta tions , t he .1 uris dlction or mili t ory commission. 
to try persons and offenses \1hich, accordi nr t o t he r ules end precepts or 
the law or nations, and more pertlculs rly the l aw or war , are ooQ; ni zable 
by such tribunals". 

b. That the aot charged agains t t hes e aoouaed constitutes 
an ortense against the laws or \'l&r is plein. It la provided in Chapter 
6, A.rticle 2, ot the Geneva Conventions or 1929, that 'Prisoners ot 
ilar are in the power ot the enemy power, but not ot the individuals or 
bodies or troops who capture them. They must at all times be treated 
with humanity and protected particularly against acto of violence •••• " 
Also, in Article 23 ot the Annex to the H&FUe Convention ot 18 October 
1907, it is proYided that "In addition to the orohibitiona provided by 
special conventions, it ia expreaaly torbidden ••• • •• (c) To kill or wound 
an en9117 who, having laia down his arm.a, or having no longer any means 
ot defense, baa surrendered at discretion. '' To both ot these Conventions, 
Germany is a signatory. 

o • . The 11pecitioation clearly and in appropriate terms define• 
the killing or named and unnamed prisoners or war, by the several accused 
peraona, in Yiolation ot "the Laws ot Viar". 'Tbe Laws or War ore binding 
upon belligeranta under all circum.stanoea and conditions" (Oppenheim•a 
International Law, Vol II, p. 183), and aa in the concept ot modern 
warfare, all inhabitants or each belligerant state are Mutually incombat, 
German ciYiliana are bound to observe the laws or war. To quote again 
trom Oppenheim, "all the members or both nations a re authoriaed to commit 
hoatil1t1e11 againat all the members or the other, in every oaae aad under 
eYery oiroUIUltance permitted by the general laws or war". Being thus 
bound by the laws or war, it follows th~t a civilia n oan •iolate them, 
and in particular, that the present crimes were properly charged aa 
Yiolationa ot the laws or war. 

4. The commiaaion was proper ly constituted or the correct 
number of competent members. Military counsel was provided tor the 
accused, who were also represented by Yigorous and capable oi•ilian 
counsel. 

~. SW!Ull!rY ot Evidence 

a . For the Prosecution 

On the night ot 25 August 1944, the town ot Rua•el11heia, 
Germany, was 11ubjeoted to a ti tty-nine minute air raid by allied plan••· . 
Bomba struck the Opel works near the town, and much or the town, des­
troying many oiYilian hocea. The citizens or the town s pent moat or 
the night either in the air raid shelter or tiphtirui: tire11 in their 
bomea. Thia raid was the longest and most destructive raid the people 
ot Ruaaelsheim bad experienced . They were still in an excited condition 
the following morning, 26 August 1944, when, between 0900 and 1000 hours, 
six unarmed American flie rs, prisoners ot war, walked throUPb the town 
with two German soldier guards . These fliers bad been shot down and 
were beinp taken from Oenabruok to Ober Ursel. As the gr~up proceeded 
west down r rankturterst rasae a cr owd of German civilians be an to pather 
around them. 
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Mrs. Margarete Witzler end her s ister, ?trs. Kathe Reinhardt, saw th~ 
tliers and began shoutine "beat them to pieces. Beat them to death. 
They are the ones, they are t he ones who were here las t night. They 
are the terrorizers or last night. Kill the dor s. We oannot have 
pity on them." (1 2, 24, 31, 78, 8~ ). They continued these shouts as 
the group passed along Frankfurterstres se . ~rs. Reinhardt threw a 
briok trom the debris, hitting one of the fliers on the head (12 , 16) 
and also struck one ot them with her fi s t (25). Mrs. Witzler also 
threw a bric.: at the fli ers (.53). 

Joseph H&rtgen, a party official and the Propo~ande Chier or 
Rusaelsheim, was present in the crowd. At this point he tired a revolver 
one time (13, 20). Both women continued shoutin.r , and picked up atones 
and threw them et the fliers ( :55, 38). Later other people threw atones 
(38). A orowd or between twenty and two hundred people had i etbered and 
were tollowinc the fliers down Frankturters tras se. Philipp Outlioh, who'! 
was in the crowd, beat the fliers with a stick three teet long and two 
inches in diameter. He held the stick in both hands and beat several 
times (31, 43, 44). 

Several or the fliers were bleeding , and one was beine- carried 
on the baok or another. The crowd was angry and the fliers moved swirtly 
down Frankrurterstraaae, turninG right into Taunusatrasse and prooeeding 
toward Grabonatrasae. As the tliers passed down Teunu1stra11e past 
Wilhelminenstraaae they were bleeding and some were limping. Philipp 
Gutlich was shouting, "Beat them to pieces. " (41, 42). George Daum, who 
waa shoveling debria in the rear or hie home on Taunusatraaae, ran out 
into the street and atter the tliera, and beat them with bis shovel 
(47, 48, 89 90, 91). Seeing the crowd approaching , Jobannea Opper went 
toward it with a broom held high above his head. He struck twice (55, 58, 
M, &9, 71). Joseph Hartgen, with a stick similar to a hoe handle, 
wildly beav the fliers (70, 73). The fliers were bleeding. One tlier 
waa 10 badly beaten by the time they neared the end or Taunu11tra11e that 
he sat on the sidewalk three or tour houses away troa Grabonatrasae. Hie 
right shoulder and the upp&r part ot the right side ot hie cheat were 
battered. A piece or atone waa sticking in hi• skull. Johannes Siepel 
went over to him and kicked him on the neck and chin (78). 

When the rliera reached Grabonatraase one was bleeding badly at 
the throat. They turned right and proceeded down Grabonatraaae toward 
Bahnhoratraaae. They crossed Grabonstrasae and proceeded along the wall 
which separates Grabonstraaae trom the railroad tracks. The crowd 
continued to follow and swarm around them. August Wolr was on a pile 
ot wood behind the wall and near the tracks. He and Karl Fugmann threw 
atones at the tliere (Proo &x 4). Wolf had whet appeared to be the handle 
ot a hammer in his hand. He tried to beat the fliers, but did not succeed 
(97, Proa Ex 8). Friedrich Wuat leaned over the wall and hit one of the 
fliers one or two crack• (Proa Ex 4). He then went over the wall and into 
Grabonatraaee with a piece ot wood in his bands. He struck the Americana 
toroetully several tiaes (98). The r11ers stumbled on. One was limping 
badly, and the entire street was crowded and noisy. Arter the rliere 
paaeed Gederabubl all but two collapsed and tell to the ground next to 
the wall. The other two could just drag themselves along , and soon tell 
to the pavement. They crept together to protect each other. 'uat started 
hitting them with a h8.Jlllller, beatina to end tro (113, 11~, 118, Proa !x &). 
Joseph Hartr en aaked all or the people to beat them. Johann Opper was 
inciting and "needling" the crowd (104), and himaelr beat the tliere 
several times (117, 119). Joseph HartFen beet them repeatedly (118). 
He then ahot the Americans (103, 109, 110), who, by t his time, lay in a 
heap against the wall. 

Arter the incident was ov er Johqnna s Siepel met Ria Bastian, 
whom he told he had kicked someone with his teet (49). He later approeohtl1 
a boyhood trlend and s tated "I also beat them" (93). The Taunusatrasse w• 
empty or the crowd Ylhen J ohann Opper returned to it. Be met Ludwig \'11111111, 
whom he told "\'le beat them on the head" ( 78, 79). George Daum told 
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Margarete Burck he took his s hovel and put it ups i de down (85 ) end 
beat them (87, Pros Ex 2). As Philipp Gutl i ch ret urned rrom the 
aoene he stopped in tr .:>nt or '•'lilhelmina Biendel 's window and told 
her "my hands hur t s o trom the beating" . (65 ) 

Between 1100 end 1200 hours tbe sar11e day the bodies ot the 
Amerioan prisoners were plaoed in a farmer's carriage drawn by Hitler 
Youth, and were taken to the oemetery near Russelshe im. They were 
plaoed in the oart one on top ot the other, and some were s till alive 
at the time. An SA man, Stolts, acoompon i ed the cart. First it was 
taken to the ohapel where it was lett. Later in the afternoon it was 
moved turther into the oemeter y . Joee •h Hartpen went to the oemetery 
late in the afternoon, full y attired in his SA uniform. Th.e following 
day the Americans were buried (137). 

On 28 June 1945 six bodies or American ~ oldiera were disinterred 
at the oemetery in Rusaelsheim, Germany. They were clothed in Amerioan 
Air Corps uniforms , and tour wore do~ tar s. These bore the names ot 
John N. Sekul, illiam A. Dumont, Thomas D. Will iams, and El more L. 
Austin ( 140).. .All of the bodies except one bad A fractured skull whioh 
injuries were obviously oaused by bein~ atruok with heavy, blunt Instru­
ments. The one whose skull had not been fractured had two bullet holds 
in the skull. Two others had bullet holes in the skulls. No other 
bones were broken. 

b. For the Defense 

Various witnesses were called by the defense. A 76 year 
old A.nti-Faeoist who had been driven trom the scene of the ooourrenoe 
in Grabonstrasse by the aooused Opper stated that the accused Fugmann 
left the crowd and did not participate in the beatings. Character 
witneaaes were introduoed tor the aocused F\lf'llL8llll, Wolf, Witzler, 
Re1Dbardt1 Gutlioh, Siepel, Opper, Daum, and Hartgen. The Assistant · 
Chier ot ~he Public Health Ottioe at Darmstadt, who was also the prison 
doctor, testified that the aocused Seipel was a very senile per•on. 
Mra. naum and another woman who lived in the I) aum household stated that 
to their kAowledge the accused Daum did not follow the orowd and di·d not 
beet the fliers. Other witnesses testified that they did not hear or 
see the acouaed Witzler, Reinhardt and Barthel in the crowd and molesting 
the tliers. 

Bach accused, atter having been duly advised ot his rights, 
eleoted to take the stand and to make either a sworn statement or an 
unsworn statement in regard to the incident which occurred in Rusaelsheim 
on 2e Auguat 19,.., in which six AJllerioan tliers met their death at the 
bands ot an unruly mob of German oivilians. 

The acouaed Daum, age 50 years, in a sworn statement stated 
that he saw the prisoners pass his home in a crowd or oeople. Be swore 
thot he did not Join the crowd, and did not in any manner use his shovel 
on them. 

The acoused Barthel in a sworn sta tement admitted having 
been in the orowd whioh surrounded the prisoners on Orabonstraaae, but 
denied otriking one of them on the rectum with a piece ot wood. He saw 
the accused August Wolf and Johann Opper 1n the crowd, but did not aee 
what they were doing. He saw the fliers beine beaten by members or the 
crowd, and saw three or tour or t hem collapse neer the \'/all on Grabon­
strasse. but he took no part in the beating . 
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'lbe accused Gutliob, in an unsworn s t~tement, also ednitted being 
present in the orowd on t he oay i n cueotion . He had never seen f oreign 
fliers before, end wonted to r et a close look a t them. Tie was excited, 
hevin~ los t much in the bombing the nip.ht befor e . One of the fliers 
"made e ~me kind of e race" et him, and he slapped the flier with the 
flat ot his hand. He denied a trikin~ any ot the prisoners with a club. 

The accused Opper, in an unaworn statement, stated he saw an 
enormous crowd beatinc rorei~n tliers in the Grabonstrasae, and later 
saw their bodies being taken away in a cart. He a dmitted hevint a 
broom when be first saw the crowd in Taunusstrasae, but put it aside 
when he joined the crowd. He vehemently denied the a ccusations or his 
tallow townspeople. 

The accused Seipel, in an unsworn statement, admitted bein~ in the 
middle ot the crowd on Taunusstrasse. He stated that he was hit in the 
raoe with a stone and wae hi t over the heBd with a bi~ beam. He admitted 
seeing a flier sitting on t he curo near Grabonst rosse, but as he was 
dizzy trom the blows he received he was unable to state whether or not 
he kicked this tlier. He denied makinr. dan~ginr statements otter the 
incident. 

The aocused Reinhardt in an unsworn statement , admitted bein~ on 
the oorner ot Bahnhofstrasse and Frankturterstrasse on the morning in 
question. She saw a crowd ot people tollowinF a yroup of fliers who had 
been shot down. There was muoh excitement, and lots or yelling . She 
admitted tha t in the excitement she yelled ''beat them" twioe. She saw 
the anti-airoratt soldier beet the fliers. There was a l!rge orowd 
and muob noise, a nd she beard no shooting. TWo days later she learned 
the fliers had been murdered. 

The accused '''itzler, in an unsworn statement admitted aeei~ the 
crowd and being Yery exoited, but denied participatlnF, shouting and 
tbrowine atones. Though ahe followed the crowd down 7rankturteratraaae 
and Taunueetraeee to \laldstraeae, she did it purely out ot curiosity. 
Sh• had never aeen torelgn tliere before. She oould not see very well 
beoauae ot the crowd, and did not see any blows struck or atonea thrown. 
She did not hear her sister, Mrs. Reinhardt, shouting. Two days later 
abe learned that on that morninF the fliers had been beaten to death. 

The acouaed V/ust in an unsworn statement, stated tbat be heard 
the noise and saw the large orowd ooming into Grabonatrasae trom 
aunu11trasse. He ran to the wall on Grabonstrasae, took a hanmer trom 

hia pooket and tried to beat the tliera, but did not succeed. Stioka 
and atone• were tlying "like machine gun tire". Someone ln the orowd 
took the haaaer trom him and beat with it until the bead ot the hammer 
oame ott. He aaw Wolt and ?ugmann throwi~ stones or wood at the tliers, 
and later admitted striking the tliera bimaelf arter they lay on th• 
ground. 

The aocused Joseph Har teen, in an nnswur n statement, stated 
h• waa Nazi Propoganda leader in the town ot Russelsheim. On the mo~ning 
in question he was standing on the oorner ot Bahnottstrasae and ?rant­
turterstraaae and saw a crowd approaohint, . AaklnP what waa happening, 
he waa told that they were fliers who had been over the night before. 
The flier• were ~uarded by a sergeant who told him hia orders were to 
lead the tliere through the town. Hart r,en waa excited, aa a result ot 
hia experiences during the raid the nipht before. He atruok one or the 
tliera with the baok or his hand. The crowd was exalted and menacing. 
He heard abouts ot "beat them, they ere the ones or last night". He 
told the sergeant to get the prisoners out or town. At this point be 
lett the crowd, and later went to the corner ot Taunusat raaae and 
Kurbinat r asae. He saw the crowd turn trom Taunuestrasae into Orabon­
strasse. He followed, and saw the crowd beati~ the fliers. ··Then they 

-5-

. ..... 

.. 



• 

were on the ground a soldler beat them. Attor t he croVld dispersed he 
examined the bodies , etrei~htened them out , and sew that tbeir skulls had 
been bettered. Be noticed no bullet hol es. None or them groaned. He 
obtained a cart end got some people t o help load the fliers• bodies in 
it. Be then ordered the cart taken to the cemetery. He denied hearing 
~DY shots fired, or taking part in the b&atings. 

The accused Wolt nade a sworn statement to tbe court. He stated 
that he beard the noise or the cro~d and lett his home to investigate. 
He went to the corner or Orabenstrasse and Taunuaatrasse, and jumped 
o•er the wall. He heard shouts and cried or "beat them to death, beet 
them to pieces", and was tnld that they were the fliers who had been 
there the ni~ht betore. He saw the fliers bei~ beaten by a tlak­
aoldier,but did not see anyone else beatinP, at that time. The accused 
Wolt did not throw a nythin~ at them, but he did see the accused Wust 
kneeling on the ground and beetinr a tlier•s head with a hammer. Wolt 
himaelt claimed to be only an innocent bystander. 

The accused Karl Fusmann, in a sworn statement, stated tha t he 
too was a ttracted to Graborstr asse by the p.reat noise or the crowd. Be 
Jumped o•er the wall which separates Grabenstrasse rrom the railroad 
tracks, and saw there were American fliers in the crowd. Re walked 
with the crowd to~ard Geiersbubl, and then lett. At no time did he h8Te 
anything in bis band, and he did not strike the fliers in any way. He 
heard shots tired, but did not know who tired them. 

The aooused Barthel, recalled by the court, stated he saw the 
accused 'llolt next to the wall with a atick in bis hand, but did not see 
him strike anyone. 

4 • DISCUSS I ON 

a. The accused Fugmann was acouitted by the Commission. 
One witness stated that Fugmann threw atones at the tliere, and be hlm­
aelt admitted Jumping over the wall and walking with the crowd along 
Grabenatraase. In hie sworn testimony, Fugmann denied striking the 
fliers in any way. A mere bystander in a concerted action ot this nature 
is not guilty ot participation. Whether or not Fugmann participated 
was a question ot tact tor the commission whioh cannot Justly be oriti­
oized tor determining it in ta•or ot the accused. 

b. The remaining aooused are charged Jointly with aiding 
abetting, encouraging and participetin~ ln the death ot tour identit!ed 
and two unidentified American aviators, who were then. prisoners or war. 
All elements are established and altbourh not with the preciseness 
reouired or evidence produced betore courts-martial, still with clarity 
an~ convincingness. The e•idence portrays a blood-hungry, brutal mob, 
inoenaed by the damage done to their Tillap:e durinO' the preceding nb;ht •a 
raid, determined to exact its revenge trom the helpless aviators in ita 
clutches. Even the old, the teeble, and the women participated, and 
among the crowd ot vicious civilians, the accused were clearly seen and 
identified. That they beot the evaiators is plain. W1tneasea whoae 
testimony waa not discredited nor refuted saw the con•ioted aocuaed plying 
their homely but dea dl y weapons end heard them shouting their inflamma­
tory phrases, heard the ahots that put an end to s utterillP', that punctuated 
the ending or this episode or horror. \: itneeaes saw t he bodies carted 
to the cemetery where they were buri~d , there to remain until exhu.mad to 
become mute witnesses aga inst their murderers. Undoubtedly, others 
besides these accused were involved; possibly other hands than their• 
dealt the blows that Vlere finally retal, but the conclusion lo t"irm and 
inescapable that theso accused played an active part and tha t the crimes 
ot all are attributable t o each. The tindinus ot guilty are sustained 
by the evidence. 
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c. As the commission was authori zed to formula te i ts own 
rules or procedure end to aocept in evidenoe any tes timony havinc· probat i vt 
•alue to a reasonable men, the only tes t or the propriety or its octione 
and decisions i s t he i mpact t hereof upon s uch ri~hts a s a re acoorded the 
accused by principles of j ustice, fairness, and humnnity . While neither 
the accused nor t he nation or which they ore cit izens hae demons trated 
any inclina tion to observe these principles , they ere a~onp those tor 
which the war was prosecuted, and to ienore them here would be, in a large 
sense, to negative our. vic tory. Viewed in this l i ght, the bearinv, was 
eminently just, tair, and humane . The commiss ion was dilligent in its 
guardianshio of t he rir hts ot the accused, end was in f act praised by eech 
ot the GerDBn civilian counsel. Civilian cour.s el oould criticize only 
tho wei~ht given to pre-trial sworn sta teme nts executed by the acouaed. 
Theae statements are clearly entitled t o consideration as ralli nr within 
the type of evidence having probative value to reesoneble men. The hearizW 
wae conducted in an i mpressive and dignified manner, ror which much credit 
ia due the President thereot. No harmful errors appear. 

d. Wolt and Seipel were each sentenced to be imprisoned tor 
15 yeara, while Deum waa sentenced to 25 years• imprisonment. All the 
others were sentenced to be haoeed by the neok until dead. Obviously in 
a orime ot this nature, there may be ditterent degrees or responsibility 
appropria tely deserving or •arying degrees or punishment. The court waa 
not limited in its punitive power, which includes power to impose a death 
1entence. The mode or execution prescribed is appropriate to the heinous 
crime ot murder. 

Pleas tor clemency ba•e been received and considered on behalt ot 
the following accused: 

l. Johann Deipel, age 67. Hie brother pleads tor mercy on the 
ground• ot prior o!ean record and present 1erility. Despite hia age, 
Seipel waa seen to kick a recumbent aviator, already desperately wounded 
by a piece ot stone sticking in his bead. Whet acta ot brutality Seipel 
would have committed had he been in hie prime need not be imagined here. 
Suttioe it to eay tbattbe act be did contributed to the death ot the 
per10D8 named. 

2. Johann Opper, age eo. Hia wite petition• tor pardon or oommuta· 
tion on the growida that he did not have a weapon in hia hand and that he 
auoouabed to the intluenoe ot the crowd. Bia paat record i1 unbleaiehe4. 
The testimony ot the witnea1e1 belies hia inDooenae. He wae seen with a 
broom held high in hia hand•; he waa aeen to strike twioe, In itaelt, 
old age ia not an ezouee nor even a mitigating taotor. On the contrary, 
a .. ture man could be ezpeoted to exert a reetrainin~ intluence, to 
extend the wisdom ot hie experience. 

3. Philipp Gutlioh. Ria wire asks tor commutation on the grounds 
that be waa a part or the mob only durin~ the early atagea and on the 
grounds or his paet good reoord. He baa tour minor children, the younReat 
eight montha old. The Mayor or Rusaelaheim pointe out the good tamily 
background and the diligence ot the acoused, and the fairneaa with whiob 
Gutlioh treated prisoners and roreipn workere on his farm. Tbe Chiet ot 
Police testifies to his blameless reoord and his industry. 

4. Margarete Witzler and Katharine Reinhardt. A petition ie 
presented by Jean Witzler, the husband or Margarethe Vlitzler and brother­
in-law of Katharine Reinhardt. He points out that their only ottenee waa 
aoreaming against the pilots, and tha t no one pays attention to screaming 
wiveo. Their pas t reoord is blamel~ss . Duri ng the a ir-raid ot 26 August 
1Q44, they carried their old mother i n a sma ll oarriare to e s helter, and 
when they returned a fter the raid , witnessed t he burninr houses and the 
dyinc people. Both women have children. Their honesty and popularity a a 
manegers of a retail t obacco shop was described by tour other persona. 
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5. Joaet Hartgen. ~Dwite presents an appeal tor the sake 
ot bia three ohildren, agelP/"tv~o 7 years. She believes he was 
oarried away by passion. The late bur~ome lster states that the past 
reoord and reputation or t he aooused have been good, and some one 
signing tor " Adam Opal, Aktien17.esellsohatt" oertities to his industry 
and independence as foreman in the Adam Opa l pl ant. 

The above petitions have been appended to the record and may 
be regarded as recommendations tor clemency. In my opinion, none ot 
the tacts therein presented cons titute adequate reason tor the exten­
sion ot clemency. The crime of which these persona were convicted was 
brutal, vicious, and unreeling , and while American sympa thy may be 
aroused et the·pros pect ot banginp- women and old men, it must always 
be remembered that halt-way meas ures will never impress upon the 
people ot Germany that their actions have been unlawful end degenerate. 
Th• deterrent ettect ot punishment must be gr ea t eno~h to prevent 
forever crimes that are an abomination in the eyes ot men and a bla•-
pbony in the eight of God. 

6. B&CQ?.OO!NDATI ONS 

a. I recommend that as to the accused Wolr, Barthel and 
Daum the sentences b• approved and ordered executed. 

b. I recommend that aa to the acouaed Hartgen, Wuat, 
W1tzler, Reinhardt, Seipel, Opper and Gutlich, the sentences be approved 
and the record forwarded tor oontirmation ot the aentenoe. 

o. Appropriate torma ot action are inoluded herewith 
tor your signature it you approTe. 

/a/ c. Robert Bard 

C. ROBERT BARD 
Colonel , 3 AGD 
Start Judge Advocate 

HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH ARMY 
APO 7~8 6.Sep.l94!SUS Arrrr/ 

ACTION 01" 'mE REVIE' 'lNO AUTHOF.I'l'f 

In tbe roregoing oaae or J OSEPH HAR'roEN, a German civilian 
residing in Ruaaelaheim, Oer11apy, the aentenoe 1• approTed but the 
order direoting the execution thereof ia withheld pending action by 
the aontirming authority 

GEOnREY KEYES 
Lieutenant General, U S A 
Oommandiq 



HUDQ.UARTTffi.S 8EVF..NTH \RMY 
APO 758 US Army 6.Sepl945 

ACTION OF THE liliVIe 1: 1G AUTPOfd TY 

In the toregoing case or JOHANN".£~· SEI PEL , a German civilian re­
siding in Rus eelsheim, Germany, the s entence is approved but the order 
direoting the execution i s withheld pendinR action b • the cont"1rming 
authority. • 

GEOFFli EY KEYES 
Lieutenant General, USA 
Commanding 

HBA~UARTERS SEVENTH ARMY 
APO 7S8 6.S ep.194"1S Army 

ACTION or 'ntE REVII~.''INr. AU'l'HORITY 

In the foregoing case ot AUlUvT WOL!, a German civilian reeidi~ 
in Ruaael1he1.m, Germany, the aentenoe i1 approved and will be duly 
exeoute4. Buroheal Prieon, Burcheal, Germany, or auoh other plaoe a• 
may be aub1equentlJ designated by competent authority, is deeignated 
as the plaoe ot confinement. 

GF.OnRRY KEYES 
Lieutenant General U S A 
Coman4ing 

HEADQ.UARTERS SEVENTH ARMY 
APO 7S8 6.Sep.194!SUS Army 

ACTION Ol" THE REVIE\', INO AUTHORITY 

In th• foregoing case ot JOHANN OPPER , a German civilian 
reaiding in Rusaeleheim, Germany, the aentenoe ia approved but the 
order directing the execution thereof ia withheld pending action bJ 
the confirming authority. 

GEOn'REY KEYES 
Lieutenant General, U S A 
Commanding 



m:A1>1.UARTL'RS SEVENTH ARUY 
APO 758 &.Sep.1945 US 1\rm:y 

ACTION 01' THE RJ-;vn~ .. 1:NC AUTHORI'l'f 

In the roregoing case or Philipp Gutlich a German civilian 
re1idi06 in Russelaheim, Germany, the sentence ls approved but the 
order directing the execution thereof i s withheld pending action by 
the contirming authority. 

GEOFFREY KEYES 
Lieutenant General, U S A 
Commanding 

HKAW,UARTERS SEVENTH ARMY 
APO 7~8 &.Sep .1945US Ar'fll7 

ACTION OF THE REVIEWI NG AUTHORITY 

In the toregoing oaae or GEORG DAUM, a german civilian residing 
in Ruaaelsheim, Germa111, the eentenoe is approved and will be duly 
~xeoute4. Burobaal Prison Burchaal, Germany, or such other place 
•• may be subsequently dealgnated by competent authority, ia designated 
a• the place or conrinement. 

GEOnREY KEYES 
Lieutenant General USA 
Commanding 

BKA~UARTERS SEVEN'fti ARMY 
APO 7~8 6.Sep.1945US Army 

ACTION 01" mE REVIE ·1nm AUTHORITY 

In th• roregoing case or l"RIEDRICR '/UST, a German civilian 
r••iding in Rueaelaheim, Germany, the sentence ia approved but the 
order directing the execution thereor is withheld pendin~ action by 
the oonrirming authority. 

GEOlFREY KEYES 
Lieutenant General, USA 

Commanding 



HEADQ.UAP.TERS SEVfi'lTli ARMY 
APO 758 US Army 

6.Sep.1945 
ACTION OF THE REV! E'.:I NC AUTHORITY 

In the roregoing case or HLI NRICH BARTHEL, a German civilian 
residing in Russelsheim, Germany, the sentence is approved and will 
be duly executed. Burchsal prison, Burohsal, Germany, or such other 
place as may be subsequently des i gnated by competent a uthority, is 
designated as the place or oonrinement . 

GEOFFREY KF.nS 
Lieutenant Gen~ ral,USA 
Commanding 

HEADQUARTERS SEVfl'lTH ARMY 
','/ESTEI\N lJILITARY DISTRI CT 

Ottice or the Commanding General 
APO 758 6.Sep.l945US Arrq 

ACTION OF THL REVIE' IN~ AUl'BORITY 

In the roregoing case or IJARGARETE ".''l'l"lLER, a German civilian resicte 
ing in Ru••elsheim, Oerman7, the sentence is approved but is co1111uted to 
iapri•onaent at bard labor tor a period ot thirty (30) years. As thua 
modified the aentenoe will be duly executed. Sohlosa-Detingis Prison, 
Mannheia, Oerma111, is designated e s the place or continement. 

GEOFFREY KEYES 
Lieutenant General, U S Arrq 

Collll8nding 

HEADQUARTERS SEVEN'Di ARllY 
Vl'ISTERN MILI'l'ARY DISTRICT 

Ottioe ot the Commanding General 
APO 758 e.s ep.194MJS Anrr 

ACTION O!' THE RE."VIE\'fING AUTBORI'l'f 

In the roregoing case ot KATHE Rl"'":atARDT, a German civilian resid­
ing in Rus•elaheim, oerman1, the sentence is approved but is commuted to 
imprisonment at hard labor tor a period ot tbirt1 ( 30) years. As thus 
moditied the sentence will be duly executed. Sohloaa-Detingia Prison, 
Mannheim, Germany , is des i gnated e a the plac~ ot oontinement. 

GEOFFREY KEYES 
Lieutenant General, U S Army 

Commanding 
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