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Ausust 2, 1940

AY OUTLINE OF THE CONVERSATION ERTWZFN FORTIGN MINISTER MATSUOKA
AXD GERMAY AMBASSADOR OTT

Foreign Minister MAT'SUOKA invited Germon Ambassador OTT and they had a
conversntion betweszn 5 ard 6,40 M on Ausust 1, 1740, the gist of which
is n8 follows:

MATSUOKA: "I inforrel jou th. 2:Ve1 day that no talking would be

necessary bhetween Jovan und Cerrscor, meor you =nd me. My feeling,

however, isjuat os yo1 Imew, anl 23 I montioned it the other day, I am
neither pro-German nor wro-Iiritish, but, so to sperk, pro-Japanese. So
that I dare to opvoze the fuct o lcevinz our deotiny to pny foreign
country or foreiguer. But I think tihat Tuearer HITLER and Foreign Minister
of the Reich must know the fact ns well as Your Excelleucy knows it, that

I am one of the proposora end originatora of the Jepanese-German Anti-
Comintern pect. Leter, wher the problem of the Jepanesoe-German Militery
Alliance occurred, you saw my a%titude and I think it is unnecessary to
explain neither my feeling nor my standwoint for Germany ~nd Italy
repeatedly. As you may find ont easily, both the government and the
people have inclined to sirengthen the rower of the Axis, but it is not
decided vet in the cabinet council. I cannot persuade Fremier KOFOE and
other members of the cabinet, unless I now 2t least the outline of
Gormany's intonticn or attitude to tha thoucht I embrace beforo it will

be carried out, In other words, I em very enxious to lnow what the

German attitude is on my point of view, or I am sorry to say that I cen hardly
carry it out.”

OTT:,"It mey bo natural but I went to know what Japan is soing to do.
Without xnowingz it concretely, I think Berlin can not answer you".

VATSUOKA: " I hate, ae you kmow, to use diplomatic or sugrestive terrs

and I ra expross ny thousht freely. Javan ic intending to establish

a new order of Oreater Zast Asia, as mnde alrezdy public by the Japanese
Governmont, in a circle of Japan, lMenchoukuo and China including the

South Sere, ond wishes the liberation and freedom of all nations end rrces
in the sphere, end thus is vlenning to increase their mutual and common
profit aiming at co-oroeverity. Sveskins in the other way, I opvose sub-
Jumation and exploitation. I object to them even if made by Jepan. Of
course, some Jananese may be plannins to subjugete snd exploit these regions,
but bhey are tausht to do so by eome Furopeans and Americans, and so,

they arc thoere influenced b America and Furope. I omvose ebaolutely these
"3 whether they mirfht bo done by Jaranese or Furonean and American powers,
I have determined to resist and disputa if Jepan would dare to commit such
decds., There 2ve fairly many Japanesn who have the enme opinion as mine,
that in, to wish nll the peovle to et mutual end common advantages and to
ettein mutuel prosperity. Janan does not refuse to hava these recions
entered by Furopeans and Americans, nor will exnel them from the sphere,

I believe this very princinle will dbrinz immediatrly a large profit to
Americans end Puropesns too. You may have some doubt in what I said,
surverias the present Chinan Incident superficially, but if enou-h time

is ziven, Jepan will realize suroly this idea 28 well in China.
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"Wow, as I believe, Japan can manasc by herself in what concerns
Chine, and I didn't question Germany adbout it. But I would like to know
what attitude Germany will assume tovarde tho eforecited Japancee idecl
or course on the Souti Seae? What will Gormeny want to sain in tho
South Seas? And wart does Germenr want and what can it do as regerds
Russo-Jepanese rolations?  As for the American-Jepances reletions, I always
think the future world civilication will bdelens to the Preific civilization
in which, I Yelirve, both Jopen end Ameries “rill play great roles, and so
the relation betwsen bath comntrizs is 2n importent matter affecting a
serious influence on tomorrov's rumsn beinss. I wish $o know what Gormany
wishes to do toward wint ehe con o and what she roguests of America or
Japan from this cva:-1ll —imwpoiat, Inty, encepting thie for the nresent,
as it i8 2 too larg: =vi tos discart o nrndlem I want to know what Germany
wishes to do touwr.is Avc.?ca and what vhe cn do far the ecke of Japan in
the present situnticn in tho relation vetween Japan and America which you
well know".

OTT: "It is guite na‘ural of yovr ooinion, but I went to know, firet of
all, of vour me~nins of the hounda of tho Sovth Scas'.

MATSUOK: " In my perscnal opinion, I inslude as far as Siam for the
present in the ephere, but it may bde extonded by and by in the future
according to any chenge of circumstances."

OTT: "This ie mr sersoral oninion too. Ls to the South Seas, Germany

hee three biz viewpoints. German: is now in the war against Great Britair,
but there is e poseidbility o7 develoning into a war againet wholo 3ri%ish
Empire (wer of destroyin~ thc British Troire) in the future. The South
Seas, for Gormeny, rmet be esen from this point of view. This is (1)
Germany muet consider what should be dona for her, with the South Scas,
when the war develons to such conditions, (2) just what things asd how much
should be nocesanry to be reguired, (3) after all, the problem denends

uvon the German attitulde of how to settle and ow to keep hor with Japan
rnd the South Seas Looking from such a dbroad strndnoint nt the war a~ainst
Britain, the Chinn Incident is simply en incident, isn't it? And I think,
too, apart from this worldwide confusion and movemrnt, the Chine Ipcident
cannot be solved., Ton't you thinlz so?"

MATSUOXA: " I think I can ngrec with the last pert of your personal opinions,
and once sent a discourse of that fact to a magezine., At nresent, 28 you
know, most of our peonle reserd the China Incidrnt as one of the most urgent
natters to be settled. I, as Foreisn Minister, cennot help considering

the opinion of our people. The China Ircident forms a part of the world-
wide confueion irdecd. However, it is tho grave question for Japen to
dispose of,"

0T7: " How does Jepen interd to settle Chinat"

MATSUOXA: M To !mock CHIANG KAI-SFE! down commle*cly is intendod".

PURL.: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/f4b205/




Document Mo, 1590 A and C Pace 3.
(The Amassador seemed a little startled.)

0TT: "It must be a means; dut ere there not any poseibilities of consulting
with CEIAVG? I think it is a wise means to consult with him."

MATSUOKA:" I do not entirely refuse to confer with CEIANG, but there is

no cther means thnn to knock him lown because of the Japanese characteristic
viewnoint, I thialz, at present, he has to be subjugated thoroughly. Of
course, means of arma is not the only one. At any rate, however, I believe
that Japan, by her nowcr slone, is able to settle the China Incident.”

OTT: "But, in manegirs the China Iacident, I think Japan should lay emphasie
in taking Soviet-Riisnia as & reasonadbly grave problem. From the vnoint of
view of Soviet-German relntion, Soviet Nueais dors not geem to bHe drnerrous
to Germany any more'.

MATSUOKA : " I have £lso the same norcention. Perhaps, one of the important
motives, at leaet, which mace EITLXR, the "Karmf-fuchrer", determine to
intrude like the wind into Dermarlk, Belgium and Netherlends or to carry

out the lightenings oper~tior on *he field of Flenders, micht have been that
he had apprehended inconstant movements of STALIV which were unable to be
foreseen in the mornins l1ow they would be in the evenins. (The Amhassador
nodded. ) When the German Arrmy entered Paris, I thousht HITLER conquerecd
STALIN. On that inntant, I concluded that Cermany naeded no longer to
worry about the Soviet-Ruesia." )

OTT: "So did I. If Japen wishes, Germeny will offer sood officés of
Japan anc. the Soviet Pucsia and I think it is clever to onen negotiation
between Japan snd the Soviet-Russia. As far es I helieve, HITLFR has

no iantention to have dispute with the Soviet-Russia and Germany can do
without dispute. A8 for the American problems, Cermany does not think
the United States would participate in the wor., At this moment I hove
vou would pey epecial attention to the fact that Cermany does not intond
to dis.ute with America in the future, but, rether, wante to come into
muituel understanding which ie beliewed to be possibdle. In short, the
German main intereste in the Western homisphere lie in South ané Central
America. In ordor to trande with South America and to develon economically,
friendly relation rmust be contractrd with the United States. Moreover,
trede and other economical relations with the United States herself must
be promoted. If the relation of Jenan with America (Sonth and North)
ia tho same as that, the intrrests are 2leo the same epein Germany and
Japan must assume the similar attitude toward the nited States asGermany
dors. If guch is the cese, Germanv will be able to offer pood offices

to Japan to restore and promote clnce z2nd friendly reletionship with
America".

MATSTOKA: " Ae for the United Stetes, South and Central America or Cenada,
the problem is eatirel; economic for Javan; especieally Japan has recently
trken the pnolicy to promote commerce with Central nnd South Amarica
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and wishes to develop enterprises there. Ther~fore, in this respect,
Japen is pleced in the esne position And hee the seme idea 28 Germany.
HAowevar, in the newspapers these last two or three days there is news
statine as if the Americens are in a high passion to participate into the
wer., Wnht is your opinion ahout tt?

0T7: "Germeny has collected suthentic information sbout the United

Steten; 80 it is gromnéless that the Americans sre in a high passion to
perticinate into the war, Recently Preasident ROOSTVELT has been brought
to bay. I think Your Excellency hea rnasd the interview of Tuchrer HITLER
with WILGAYD; from 3ermany's noint of view, the resrson why FITL'R has
given him an interv.ev was that, 28 the American pecple are getting still
more opposed to th~ rolicy of the Prea’dent who wishee to have the United
Staetes participated ints the war ané to keev owey of the President's policy,
HITLYR has siven an interview tn an American oressmen with the view of
enlarging the gap between the President and American people. The relation
betweon Cermany &nd the United States is not nocesaarily deteriorated; it
will be rather imprcved.

MATSUOXA: "Br the wey, reraraing your requeet through Mr, X bearing on
(1) transportation of goods throuzh Manchouluo, Siberia and Soviet Russia
to Germany, (2) the eerliecst asttlement of the Germens' damages in China,
(3) the control of anti-German articles in newspepers written in Buslich
at today's cnbinet conacil, 2ll the ministere concerned decided to meet

your wishes in porinciple. And eo, you neoedn't to go back to Borlin.
Howover, 'Red Tane' is inevitable in every country end there mey be delay
in bringing it into effect, and I wish vou will understand that. I will
mennse for nysclf the items (1) and (2) especiall (1) end, as to (3,

my under-ofiicials havc entered into consultestion with those of other
ministers concerned."

Ambassador OTT haes brousht tha Gorman Memorandvm bearing on those
three cosee and hencded it over to MATSUCHA rnd et the snme time mnother
memorandum concerning Javanese officirls in Americen continent who hesitate
to give certificetes to the Germen nationnls who have no connection with
German military to repatriate to Sermary end sskel MATSUOKA to teke friendly
measures, LATSUOYA replied thet he would soon take measuraes to do his best
by conferring with fellow memters of the cabinet, especially with the
Minister of Communications and =1lso rive instruction to the authorities
concerned abroad.

Farthermore, in refareace to the Itelian !liseion, Ambassador
OIT e~id: "I am displeased with this Miasion, 28 I firmly helieve that
it hrs Dbeen sent by Janan to nlienrte Germany from Italy. It is quite
netural that Ambassador SAT0, who hes been thought unfriendly towerds
Germany, siwould not be treated well in Germany, when he drowvwed in there on
his return from Italy". [ATSUOXA smid thet he himeelf heard such & rumor
hut he did not helieve it and that he laushed it away ridiculous when he
herrd that rumor. But OT” did not seem to be convinced of MATSUOKA's denial.
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' And Ambassedor OTT said "Since I have arrived here as Ambassador

to Jepon, what I had felt has been entirely unpleasnnt. Until now KASUMI-
GASTXI hae dierczarded Germeny and never sgiven settlemonts to the question
GermPn Embaesy had turned over. Yor some of them, even a renly has not
beon given. This may be sufficicnt reason to be crlled back home by

my goverament., &£nd you hnve never given me the cheance to see you except
on businees #nd I have been treatad ianferior to British and the United
Statos Ambassedors: I take this for an unendurshle insult. In spite of
such conditions the German Government haes etill a 1little hope in me =nd heos
not c~lled me bac!: home till to-day”.

TMurthermore MATSUCKA scid to CTT that he told Ambassador HUFRI
the Jepenese request for French Indo-China which is absolutely necessary
end urrent matter for the military operctions in the horderland of French
Indo~China #nd as he supposed that the “rench Government misht refor this
matter to the CGCerman Government, he nekeé OIT to cadle to the Germen
Government to persuade the Frenca Government to nccept the Japenese
request without hesitation in that cesc, or if not referred, to send
the intontion of the Cermen Goverament to the Frencd Government.

Ambnesador OTT renlied that he would soon telesranh so.
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tatement o ource and Authen e

I, _Eayeshi Kaoru s hereby certify that I am of=-
ficially connected with the Jeprnese Government in the follow-
ing capacity: Chief of the Archives_Section, Japanese Foreign

Office and that as such ofricial I have custody of the

document hereto attsched consisting of 12 pages, dated

August 2 , 1940, and described as follows:_ Outline of the
co ation on Au 40, between Fo Minister
MATSUOKA and Germen Ambassador OTT.

I further certify that the attached record and document is

an official document of the Japenese Government, and that it

is part of the official archives and files of the following

named ministry or department (specifying also the file number

or citation, if any, or any other official designation of the

regular location of the document in the archives or files):
Forelgn Ministry

Signed at_Tokyo on this

6th day of September, 1946, /s/ X. Hayeshi
Signaturc of Official ity
S

Witness:_/s/ Nagaharu 0do .
Official Cepacity
tatement of Officia curemne

I, chard H, Larsh s hereby certify that I am asso=-

clated with the General Headquarters of the Supreme Commander

for the Allied Powers, and that the above described document
was obtained by me from the above signed official of the Japa=-
nese Government in the conduct of my official business.

Signed at Tokyo on this

6th day of Sept., 1946, /s/ Richard HE Larsh

/s/ J. A. Curtis

Witness: 24 Lt, vestigato PS
Official Capacity
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W.D.C. No,
I.P.S. No._1590C
Stontenent of Source rnd Authenticity

I, Heyoshi Knoru s hereby certify that I am officially

connected vwith the Japsrnese Government in the following capacitj

Chief of the ‘rchives_Section, Jap~nese Foreign Office

end that as such officirl T have custody of the document hereto

attached consisting of__J12 _pnges, deted__August 2 , 1940_ _,

ond described eos follows: Outline of the conversation on Aug=-

ust 1, 1940, between Foreigzn Minister NMATSUOKA and German Am-

bassedor OTT « I further certify that the attached record

and document 1s an officisl document of the Japenese Government,

and thet it 1s pert of the officianl archives and files of the

| following named ministry or department (specifying also the

| file number or citation, if any, or any other official designa-
tion of the regular locetion of the document in the archives

@ or files): Forcign Ministry

‘ Signed at_Tokyo on this

| 6th dey of September, 1946, /s/ Ki Hoyashi .
l Signeture of Official
| SEAL

Witness: /s/ Negaharu 0do

T Officicl Capacity

Statenent of Officiel Procurenment

I, _Richerd H, Larsh s hereby certify thet I am asso=-

ciated with the General Headquarters of the Supreme Commander

for the Allied Powers, and that the above described document

was obtained by me from the above signed official of the Jepa-

nese Government in the conduct of ny official business.

Signed at Tokyo on this

6 _dey of Sept., 1946, /8/ Richard ¥, Larsh
NAME

Witness: J, A, Curtis, 2d Lt, Investigator, IPS
O0fficial Capacity
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