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muohcthnh.mdlmuh-muhm“lﬂﬁnq
questions he likes,

DR, KELLER; I eall Beelits,

huuathnl.
swvoyn is exasined
by DR, KELLER as follows;
Q Your name is Priedrich Deelits? A Yes,
Q In March 194 you were in Kesselewing's staff? A, Yes.

Q Prom what time to what time have you been in that staff? A, JFrom the
18t Decenber 1943 to the 26th Noveuber 1944,

Q mmmmmmm-twmmmm
Chief of Staff of the 10th Germmn Amy in ISaly? A

Q Vhat were your duties in Kesselring's staff? A. I had %o deal with
operations and organisation,

Q Can you give information to the president and the court regarding the chain
of command and subordinations in Italy? 4 Yes

qQ Mmmsmmwmﬁlmull‘dm.h
do? A Yese

Q Are these exhibits dwplicates of this sketeh? A, Yes,
DR, KELLER: I would like %o put it in to the ocours,
(1wo sketches chain of ocmuand

together Behibit 12, singed
ﬂumuumau

prooeedings)

THE PRESIDENT: Mm—-t.xmmmmm which is the
one you are salking about?

DR, KELLER: There are two different, nu—nuumm
GUELOMEY, MALSE: Has the court got a copy that I could see? i
m&wm: vill everybody keep quiet for a moment while I sort this

THE PRESIDENT: What we have got is a table showing the chain of command frem

the leader and 5 Coamuander of the Amsed Forves in the hows territexy
and in Italy = I it is the same as that ploture, (Indicating blacke
board) Is that right?

DR, KELLER: That is correct.

T i e St Wiy Soes Sty
on the other side the command of the 5.5 and and that is the same
as this diagrem is 447 (Indloating blackboard)

DR, KELLER: That is correct,

THE PRESIDENTs That 4 what the two sketches are,

COLONIL HALSE: If I may be allowed to say something at this moment, I agree
uthuuuxmumamtum-m-uxmm

-’.
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THE INTERFRETER; ‘This means an outpost, a sudb unit, a detachment.

THE PRESIDENT: I it looal?

THE WITHESS: JLeoal sub undits or detachments,

THE PRESIDENT: I want to be sure of the translations Note J en the lef't of
P R ST AR © S

THE INTERPRETER: I enm sorzy, it is oy mistake, "Poliqy* 4t should be.

THE PRESIDENT: @W on this dlagrna the reference to Rome,
Kappler is shown downmards from the German ocomsander of Reme, On

that oopy it is shown wwards, Ia the inteniion that it should really be
straight acroas?

THE WITNESS: Parallel; no bearing about i,
DR, KELLER: (7o the witness) OCan you give an explanation for the sense of what

showed through thias at a time vhen the German people fought
,d'..nﬂnl.thﬂh.l.thti;

THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: You mean how important it was, this cxganisation. for the

THE INTERPRETER: I think the sense is why the crganisation was buils wp in
this way as ‘

THE WITHESS: The explanation is urely t$ical one and with the
M#mmxwﬁtﬂmﬂhwm

THE FPREGIDENT: Only if 4t is in anewer to the Merr Dooter's question, -

DR, KELLER: (7o the witness) Is the reason for this regulation the fight
between the Leader of the 3,5. against the Supreme Comsander of the Amy?

-
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Oressexmined by OLONZ HALSE:

Porhaps you will tell me what the views of the Amy were with ,.

the %57 A Eii!il%‘!ouu”.u.-.
Do you mean they would have nothing %c do with the .57 A nﬂbl‘.-t
have nothing to do with the orgundisation but I do not want to say about

THE INTERPRAEIER: I am the tdon as such but I would ldke %o
e B e e i o e St s

COLONEL MALSE; (70 the witness) You mean that some of the mesbers were decent
4» Ae Yes, I experienced that during the war in battle cwpecially
with the waffen 5, %

Q But the waffen S.9 was quite a different thing from the S.Ds? A Yes, it

Q Let us talk about the Allgemeins Sei A Yes, over there the same is
3!3‘%8&1&3??.&.!1?

Q As a whole the Aligemedne 5,3, were bullies? 4. I hive no knowledge about
EEEEE not think so, The Genoral 5,5, iad no iafluence more,
The influence was all in the hands of these last two branches

Q I see, the 5.Ds7 4. Partdoularly the S.D.

Q The 8D ware bullies, were not they? 4. I am sorzy to say that I heard
about maxyy things which admit this Juigment,

Q You heard about those during the war? A, Some of them during the last years
of the war,

Q They were completely ruthless when making iwvestigavions? A I have no
ingide knowledge about this as this part of actions gas absolutely without wy
personal duties, .

Q Do you say then that you had nothing to do with the S.De? & I personally
..Huaﬂllltl!tﬂluil!!lf!.[lfltr

Sele . _

Q Had you had something to do with the Waffen S.8.7 A In territordal
questions, yes.

Q Now, Rome was in the 14th Argy area, was not 447 A In the month of
liarch, yes.

Q 15447 A. Yes, 150k,

Q What was that? A, In the case that an order of the Leader is passed on to

¢ : \\
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reglations which we are
was a capital of Italy,

that fome lay within theerational area of the irmy; ds that rign?
(4t 12,20 hours the court adjourns)
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(At 1430 hours the court re-ocpens)

been duly sworn, takes his place in
the witness stad and is examined by
IR, KELLER as followsi~

Q Your name is kberhard von Mackenaen ? A, Yes.

Q You are a soldier in the wehrmacht and your last rank was Colonel General 7
As Yes,

Your age 7 Ae 57,
And the Frussian Fleld Marshall )ackensen, was he your father ? A, Yes.

And in Rome was there an ambassador who had the ssme name, von lackensen 7
Was he a relative of yours ? A, He is my brother,

Were you the C dn C of 14 Aray 7  Ae Yes,
when was it 7 4. From 17th November 1943 ugtil 6th June 1944,

?
as an exhibit to the court,

(Photograph of the accused Mackensen is marked
exhibit 13)

THE FRESDIENT: De you want to put in the whole book 7

THE INTERRUETER: The General Richter would like to have this book
nmmuummgammmmm

THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: will you ask learned counsel if they will be satiafied
if the court look at the photograph and form their own impression and
hand it back without making an exhibit of it,

DR, KELLER: That is correct and thank you very much,

THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: ve will now delete exhibd¢ 13,

fere you ill or what is the reason for this very great change
in your appearance ? A, No, I was not ill but
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then 7
corps.

thon 4dn 1941; I believe it was 1
Ae

3rd Panser

your

m..

Ao

?

the

mmmam-x?um 191 - did you
Q And what did you do with this oxder 7

i I
B
i}

I kopt this order without passing

Ae

Because in my opinion

THE JUDGE ADVOCATE:

IW&!MM*MI&!&*M
Whose oxder is it; 4s it the Fuhrerbefehl 7 What was it by 7

Dr. Keller will deal with it,

on
b 4

for this not passing
E&mm;
Yos, I was quite aware of this,
this
I umderstand tat 1st Oxdnance
it. This

what it meant
supreme commander of
whom ?

fumished

&:lu'o

the trdal at Nuwenburg your behaviowr
Ao
the Jurenburg Trial with an

- &3

course
by
Ae
’

that they tried to get a copy of this affidavit
wtil now they were not sucoesaful,

DR, KRLLER: Now I am yeferring to the kommando befehl.

I connot remember

Ae

that I read it at any time,

15
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4

been impossible 7 A. Yes.
Q D4d you oonsider it possible that other attacks against members of the German
Army in Reme would ocour 7 A. m.hm-utummd.u:

THE PRESIDENT: DA4 he say, "I am sorry to say no" or, "I am osrtain” 7
THE INTERPRETER: Sorry. '

THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: Tell him not %o worry and that Colonel Halse will get up and
objeot if he goes %o far,

DR, KELLER: What measures had you at your disposal to reach success in the
pacification of the town 7 A. Do you mean what other measwes than this

ocould be applied 7 It oould have been taken into conaideration the burning
down of this quarter of the city as was suggested to me by the Fuhrer, by Hitler.

Q Why 4id you not apply this measure 7 A, Because I considered such a measure
inhuman and 444 not believe that it would have had the same effect as othex

measures; it had only areated new resistance and new hatred among the population.
18
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Yes,

Ae

Yos,.

Ae

of a death sentence confirmed by you 7

sentences 7

,n...
mm .%

Q As commander in ctidef of an army were you authorised to confirm death
Q As commmnder in chief of an amy were you authorised to order the execution
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Do you rerember the dete when you received thds ordex? A, I do not
renember ally, quite exsotly; I should rather tidnk it was on the
phone before the conlerence started but, of cuwrse, I cennot be qdte
swe about that,

What were the ocontents of tids order? A, 1 cammot remember, of course,
the exact wonding of tnds onder perticulerly as it come on the phons, but
the gist of it wes, es I seld before, thot Italiens in the ratio of one
to ten must ba shot as hostages.

As hostages you say? A, Yes, es hosteges 1 repeat,

What do you meen this word as hostages? A, That would hsve meant
that I should have had to colleot imnocent people and then shoot those",

Wos there an snnex %o this oxder voncerning the emscution of 187 A, Yes,

Whet was 487 A, “"BEmeoution of this order not through the Wehrmaoht
but through the 5,0,°

Is 4% possible that this lest sentence wez only "Exsoution carry out
through 5,0."7 A, Yes; thet, of course, is possible,

ind 4id you pess on this orxder to somebody else? A, This order was
written down by this Iligh Ammy Juige hirgelf becsuse, sa I seid before
I received it only through the phone, This, as far as I remeuber, this
Army Juige sfter heving formulsted 4t in writing, took it down himself
to the Commander's office or Commandateur in Rome; I signed is,

THE JUDG: ADVOCATE: Do you meen Mselzer's offioce; where did you teke it?
A, To Mpelssr's oi'fice,

DR, KBlIZR: Could you say whet were the contents of thds order which you
poassed on? A, Of course I cennot reramber the wording

must ha e been aa I said before, shooting has to be in

one to ten and the execution of this msssure b, the 3.0,

that this dooument must still be avelleble somevhere in

of Fappler and elso previcusly sentenced to deeth,

And you had no uelms at all to issue this oxder? A,
it was a2 Fuhrer order, Hitler's onder, and it was my duty
Selde

THE JUDGE ADVOCATR: Who do you meen by Higher Authority?
Higher Authority even asbove Yesselring; I meen Hitler,

DR, KBILSR: May I teke it thet you wented to say the following; may I
put it in tiese worde you passed this orxder ca, firstly because
you got it yourself {rom W; and secondly, ofter yowr
conforence, and may 1 say your sgreement with Kaeppler, you hed mo
qualms sbout the contents and the legelity of this order? A, That
is correct; thut is the resson.




THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: Is thie whet he says he did do or did not or poseibly?

THE INTGHPRERAR: “Possibly; I do not remember the conversation but it
may be that Meslser reang me on the moming and I told ldm sbout liitler's
order end 1 told lim et the seme time that he, Meelser, had nothing %o
do with it becsuse it was ordered to be done by the 5,0,".

THE WJTHESS: I cennot remsmber but it may well be, snd I think it may be
possible or probshle, '

DR, KELLEN: Do you remember whdther your order which you passed on hed
8l80 some remark or a simdlar remerk on the execution tids oxder

has to be supervised,

THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: The witneas has been ssked s numbor of tives to say
what wes in the order, e told us his recolliection of this order,

Whet is now being suggested?
THE INTRRPRETR: That the exscution of this order hes to be supervised,

THE WITHNESS: I em almost sure thet no such remark wes in the order becsuse
such & remark would have been quite superflucus because the exsoution
of the order wes tu be the duty of the 5,0, so why should I put in such
o nequest for supervision,

THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: You are spesking sbout the order which the Militaxry
Judge took down snd whioch you yourself signed? 4, Yes,

R, KBLLER: Udd you receive s re ort "Request carried outjy order has been
osrried out"? A, Yes, certeainly.

§ Do you still remewber the wording of this repoart? A, Asfar es I

remenbar I found a piece of paper on my table put there by my Chief-of-Staff

showing the result o' & telephone conversation; only a few woxds
saying "OUrder owried cut"; ocrteinly I cannot renmember anything
oles,

4 Do you know where this execution hed been carried out end when?
Ae N0, 1 444 not know enything sbout it until the 27th June 1946 when
I was firet interrogeted bbout thds matter in London, The only thing
widoh I knew until then was that the order had been carried cut and 1
sssumed in the way as we sgreed upon previously with cne exception, with
the exception thet the number of victims wes higher, 520 to mesen 5350 or
335; thet 4s the only exception,

THE JUDGE ADVOUATE: I do not understend; he said he cnew nothing ebout
this oxecution, where it hed taken lace or when until June 1946, Then
what ie he seying? ’
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THE INTIIPHITAR: Thet nothing hed been chenged except the higher nusber;
instead of 320, 355 had been shot,

THE JUDGE ADUVOCATN: When did you know that? A, M
I imew 4t wien ny own soldiers were buried; whan the burying
ploce of those killed - the Germans,

or
with one exoeption, that I knew instesd of 320 people ba
thought would have been, Jjj5 hed been shot”,

the 355 hed been shot,

THE INTERPRETER: The snswer is when he was present at the burial of the
J2 Germens; then he heerd that 335 were killed,

THE JUDGE AUVOCATE: 8o at the buriel of the Germens you then discovered
that 555 Itelians were killed? A, Th

DR, KELIER: Wwho told you this? A, I cannot say who told me; I think
during the burial ceremony somebod, told me snd I spoke immedistely
afterweads with General wolll sbout it.

Q Dbdd you hear sbout the blowing in of the caves? A, 1 cen only say
again, until the 27th June 1946 when Colonel Scctland interrogated me
sbout tids affedr I did not know anytilng abou! any of the grussous
details of thds aoffadr,

© 4 UAA you dssus an order already prior to the 2j5xd March 1944 to shoot

Iteliens as reprisals? A, Noj; this is the only effedr of this kind,
W You did not issue sny order tushoot Italiens as a reprisel? A, No,
Q Have you boen at the burial of the Germen police soldiers? A, Yes.
Q Who spoke at the tomb, the grave? A, Wolff,

4 Do you remenber what has been 8aid? A, I do remember that Wolff
sddressed the desd who were laid over the graves that messures had

been alresdy taken to atone for whet had
severe measures wore to follow,
hed

(At 1645 hours the court is adjourned until
1000 hours tomorrow, Seturday, 25xd November, 1946)






