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~"' · 1~ Army Form A 8688 

MILITARY COURTS FOR THE TRIAL OF WAR CRDllNALS 
D.J.A.G's Case No .... 1.9/.$..39. ..................... . 

Name of Accused Arm or Former Arm of Age Date and Place of Trial (including Rank, if any) the Service . .. . -
Arttu·o VAlli!OZiI 8th & 9th J.!oJ 19Ji.6 . AiW03A . 
GugUe li.10 l . .ASsI I tal i.an na ti.·mo ls 
Fa us te l'OLUi-;T - -

Convened by 
------ -=-

Couunand~r , 3 District Cl.fr<, 

CHARGES 

Char,-')e . COl.1111'..'.'" ING A "/An GR1i:J i.n that t hey At ,\SC0LI ""'IC~'iO , I toly , i n or about 
Fe'l)rwP'Y 1%4 , in viol ati.0:1 of t he laws and usages 
of wAr, ,·1ere concerned i.n the ,ci. l lin ; of J02J71 
38ttery Jorgeant - J.tajor · 1 . ~. ,\ . ',1.'DfJW , Roy"l .\rti.lle ry , 
a prisoner l')f n1Jr. 

President and Members of the Court (except I.cga.l Member) Judge Advocate/Legal Member 

Lt - col L . J . vlE L.J01. 

J.[l\ jor P. J .H. HEY<.;UCK 
1.lajor P. H • .. 01L~LL, : .. U 

Pleaded 

.All Ac cused 

Not t;ui lty 

V.AHNOZZI 
1 L\S~I 
?OLONI 

' ue ens. 

ih;s. - ,:,A. -
R • .:.: . 1! • .!!;. 

. 
Finding 

- Gui.lty . 
- r.-ui.l ty . 
- Not Guilty . 

Sentence and .Minute of Confirmation 

VANNO'l%I - Life i.npr i.soninent . 
J.1AS3I - Li fe i.1npr i.sonwent. 

\Vhen and where Promulgated :-

Date of Receipt To whom sent 

\\ t. 26799/GSOO SW<J 9(45 KJl./ IOlH Gp. 38/3 

Confirmed by Couuna nder , ;, Dist:r Let C:.1F who cominuted 
the sentencoo to •me of 12 years i tnpri.son111cnt in each 
CDse , 7 J me 1 JI~{, · 

12th J une 1 '1~6 . (1301.h accus !d) 

Date sent Purport 



,.. .... ...... .. '-··· ..... ... .... ............... , ...................... -.. --
• • SERIAL No.14. ~ 

. ' 

GENER/IL REPORT OF THE PROOEEDlNGS Of:' A HILIT~'.RY COURT 

HELD AT ANCONJ~ <N .8 & 9 MAY 46 FOR THE TRL'.L oF . 

~ V/~O'f'I 
Gu.-Jliel.l.4> w.ssr 

,P11u,,to POL(!IJI 

Itnlinn Nntionnls 

CH,'.RGEQ WITH dtJJU '.ITT ING 1. \IJ.,R CRIME. 

in t lw.t they 

' nt AOO.OLI Premo rT..·.r,y, on or o.bout Fcbruo.ry 1944, in 
vi olation of the' l nws nnd uangcs of . wo.r wore cooocrncd in the 
killing of 802071 Butter/ Serjco.nt Mnjor W.R. li.. TllU>LE 
Roytil Artillery, n prisoner of YID.r. ' 

All nocusoll NOT GUlLTY. 

THE PROSOOUTION. 
' I 

Witness :- Ml.OOIARELLI. 

'1itnoss hl'.d been responsible f or the onpturo of TINDLE Qnd hl\c1 
hnndod him over nt the Bar.rooks nt l.OOOLI PICENO; ho snw Col TORRE}ROSSA. and 
YANOZZI nt the time. 

Witness : GL;LDINI. 

Witness vms n militirunnn nt t ho HQ nt ~·.scOLI PICENO. On the day in 
question witness wns on gun.rd out sido t he of'fioe of t he Canmnnder, Col TORraXmOSSi\

0 He snw TnmLE oomc out of t he office fol lowed by V/J'TOZZI who vm.s holding n pistol. 
Then he honrd shots bei ng fired nnc1 SD.W the prisoner lying on t .he l nnding, with 
Vl.NOZZI Ml~SI o.nd l?.OLONI stn.nd ins by; o. l argo crovru then gnthe:red. Ten to 
t wenty Jiinutes l nter he heard t wo mor e shot s . Tho Colonel then ordered tho 
body t o be covered. 

\ 

Croes oxnrnincd BY v;.Nozz r:o odvoonte witness stated tho.t the corridor wna o. lon~ 
one with throe r octn.s off it, CJllO or whioh wns t\J,e Coloqol's. 

Witnes~ : VALLERf.NI 

Witness wn.s i n his office o.t tho HQ nt ASCOL! PICENO when he hoard 
shoto being fired; he ·:z_;ukod out nnd wn.e t old tha.t n prisoner hru:1 been shot; 
he so.w V1J11NOZZI. Tho Col onel then ordered him' bnc~ t o his office. Lnter he 
spoko t o VANNOZZI who s o.i d th.:'\t, whilo being intcrrognt ed by the Col onel, tho 
prisoner lnd nt tomptcd t o grnb n hnnd grcno.de~; t hnt w:ls how ho hnd been shot. 
Lnt or witness hen.rd t wo more shots fired. 

l!l..J>roo:Jocxrunino.tion , witness stnt cd tho.t TORREnROSSJl wn.s n cruel c.nd viol ent r.w.n , 
ospeoinlly when drunk, which \'tt\S ncl'.rly every o.fterno.>n . 

Questioned RY tho Court. wi tncss dL:! nOt r omcmbor seeing ltii.SSI or POLONI nenr the 
bCdy. 
Witness : CEL/iNI. . 

Witness r cl n.t od hearing shots. Ho s nw n body on tho ground with 
Vl\NQ7,ZI MASSI nnd POLONI standing by. HliSSI hll.d o. pi s t ol i n his hnnd whioh he 
r opJ.no;d in his pocket, POLONI fired a. shot into tho body so.ying it wns bettor tho.t 
he should not suffer nny mor e . J\f't or POLONI f ired t he Inst shot tho Colonel 
oruno out - there wns nn int ez-Vo.l of 4. t o 5 

/ t o shoot t wo , , •.• 

' 
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mi nutes bet ween t he firs t sho~ting nnd the s econd , Other peopl e vrcro 
present when POLONI :fired, i'/itncss d i d not soc V/iNNOZZI with o. pistol. 

The sto.t cmcnt s or· t ho Acousod ViJnmzz:i;. P9LONI ~ld Ml§SI '\Wr o pr :·.ducod t o tho Court • 

VJ\NOZZI olo.imed t hat he ,-m.s not i n t he bnrrncke o.t t he t ime ot tho incident 
/ o.ncl t hnt Col onel TORREGROSSi~ ho.d t ol d him t ho.t he (TORRmROSSJ~) ho.d boon 

obliged t o shoot o. prisoner who hod ntt empt cd t o throw o. gi-onoda o.t him while 
bei ng inter roga t ed , · 

POLCJ.1~ olc.imed tl'W.t he Ym.s on loo.ve in FOOCI: nt t he time of tho ineidont, 
o.nd first hoard of i t ,·!hon ho r e turned f or duty t o iLOOOLI Premo n trsw dnya l o.t or. 

W'8Sl wns in his office , in tho snmo c orridor ruJ thl\t of Colonel TORRIDROSSI~ 
nt the time of the incident . Ho snw n prisoner como out of tho Colonol' a' 
otf'ioo f ollor1od by V/J'fflOZZI Ytho wns hol ding a. pistol.. Tuon they hncl roochod 
tho l o.nding o.t t he cntrnnoo t o t ho oorridor '3.'j\NNOZZI fired four or five . shots 
into tho prisoner' s bnok. A crowd go.th&-od r ound the body, including . 
witnoss, until everyone >.ns ordered bnck into t hoir r ooms by TOOREGROSS/a. nnd 
V/.NOZZI. MASSI wns Ol'dor od by the Col onel t o got s anothi ng ~ .,.. *• body. 
As ho wna doing this he so.w t hnt t ho prisoner wns still nli vc 1 he .lf11"onncd tho 
Colonol ot this :fnot, vthor oupcn ho ( t ho Col onel ) ordorcd WiSSI t o finish ott 
thO prisoner. · li!tor somo hesito.ti m HASS! fired one shot into tho prisoner's 
hol\d nr1d oovorod hi.:.'l w:i t h o. blnnkot. 

lliE DEFEfm. 

W®fOZZL' a counsel bo.scd his dof enoo on t ho sub-11ission tho.t t~c prisonor wns o.ttq>ting t o «-,J~pa . 

Witness : tho ooousod Vii.NOZZI. 

Witnoss sta t ed thnt on tho D.:f'tcm o·1n in question ho vrent to tho Oolonol' s 
of1'ioo ,.,ner o TORREGROSSJ ... wns interrogo.ting n prisoner.. During tho 1ntorrogntion 
tho pris rmcr grobbod n gronnde, but w:l:bnoss seized o. r evolver o.nd frustJ.,rntod tho 
o.ttomptod o.ttaok. . · TORREX:mOSSA then ordorod witnes s t o romovo tho prisoner t o · • 
tho oolls, t olling him to shoot if the prisonor o.t t omptod t o e soo.pc. _ inion 
witnOfttJa.Sga,iho prisoner nrrivod nt tho exit to tho corridor t ho prisonor jun;>od 
f or wnrcvo.nab.t tor.11>tcd t o slrun the doar i n his fooo. Witness shoutod t o hir.l 
t o stop, but he di d not. i'litness t hen fired nnu tho prisoner f ell. - For tho 
romnindor of t he incident witness oorrobornted t he s t o.t omont ot W.SSI . 

In oorsa.-oxnminntion witness ndr.d ttcxl t hl\t his provious oU\t omont "10.s fnlso. 
Ho did not know it' Col TORRF.X:most.u.' s order Yro.s illogol but he would ho.vo boon 
shot it ho hnd not obeyed. 

Qqostionod bz t he Couz:t y;itnoss ru'lmi ttod t ho.t ' 'milo TORREGROSS/. often 
throntened people with sho~)ting he hnd nover hoard that he hru1 ootuol~ shot 
neyono. Vlitnoss Yro.s compel led t o f ire in nrdcr t o prevent t ho priaOQor f'rom 
et:tonping, 

Witness .'; tho o.ocuscd MASSI. 

Witness cor roborated Vi.NOZZI' s s t nt cmont t hnt t he prisoner ho.d 
nttanptod t > osoo.po by slo.nming the door i n tho f o.oo of his esc ort. 

When the Col onel order od UASSI t o :finish off t he prisoner · he Yms in 
o. c!wil fromo of mind o.nd would brook no argument with his orders. 

' Oroas-ex.amined ns t o wt\Y he had not mentioned the nt t empted esco.pe in his · 
previous sta t ement, witness s tD.t ed thnt he di d not t hen .t:hink it importo.nt. 

' 
a oned bx t ho Court, witness ndmittod t hc..t ho hacl nover hao.rd of Col onel 
~ OSSI~ shO~ting mwone , but he knew ehnt ho onoe usod n whip on a. mnn. 

/ t o shoot }, 
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Oz:oss-exrunincd by POLClTI 1 s n.dvooo. t e , witness sto. t ccl tho. t he did not aao POLGTI 
nt the time of the incident , nor for s ome two or throe do.ys n.fton·ro.ras. 

ilitnoss : the accused POLOOI. 

At tho time of the inoidont witness rms un leo.vo, having reoontly movcxl hio 
fnr.lily t o A.SCOLI PICENO. Ho first hcDrd of tho inoidont frcm n militio.roo.n 
who viaitod him nt his home thnt night. 

I f 
• Other defence witnossos t estified t o tho violonoc of tan:ur:rnoSSJ.' :ieh,_"'.rD.ctor ~nd 

t o the fnot thnt ho wo.s no"( vro.nt cxl f or murder. ' 

Tho wife of PQLONI nnd a friend testified thnt POLONI wn.s on leo.vo on 'the <k'\Y ot 
tho inoi<lent o.nd thc..t he ·;ins with than the whol e of the dny; the first they 
know of tho incident rm.s when t old by n militirunnn ,·mo hnd oanc t o suppor. 

,EP.LCIU' s Advooo.te addressed the Court, subnitting. thn.t it hl'.d bcon proved thnt 
VJJWZZI fired t he first series of shots and llliSSI tho second. It had been 
further proved thnt POLCNI hn.d not visi"ted tho bo.rrnoks on the clo.y in quostion. 

Tho Proscoutor Addre'bscd the Court, aubmitting that it ,.,,ns unlikely thnt n 
prisoner followed by o. mun vii.th a. pistol would attempt t o osonpol Wi.SSI wns 
the only witness of the originnl shooting. 

!h.o Lggol. Mombor ruled tho.t, in view of Regulntion 8( ii) qf l .:r:rrrf Ordor 81 of 
1945, tho stntomont of H/..SGI Tro.s admissible no oviclcnoo o.gninst both Mt.SS! 
..... nd• ViJWOZZI. 

Tho Proscoutot' pointed out thnt 111..SSI, in his sto.t omont mD.do no mention of tho 
nttemptod oaonpo. • 

HASSI'o lcfence wns bnsod on ocmpulsion und superior ordors. Tho 
Proscoutor cit ed pnrn 443, o.s nmonded by .. \ndt 34 of April 19411-, of Chnp Xr'I of Ml[, 
Superior Ordors nrc no defence nnd :Hi.SS! must h.'\VO knovm tho.t· the ordor wns 
unJ.n.,·lful. 

Y/Jg!OZZI's counsel nddr e ssed the Cour.t nnd citing poro. 108 (a.) of Cho.pt XIV ot 
MML au'bilitted thll.t the priso nor Yro.s o.ttompting t o osonpo, pointing out thnt if 
V/Jrozz+ hod wished to kill the prisoner he choso nn nbsurd pl nce; · it Tm.a 
hom)Vcr tho bast pl.nee f or nn cscD.pe. 

H.IJ3SI' s counsel, citing' pur n 44-3 of Ohll.pt xrv of MHL ltskocl the Court to to.ke 
into oonsidorntion the violent no.tu.re of tho militin orgnnisntion nt tho.t time; · 
Hi1.SSI 

0

Y10ulc1 probnbly have suffered with his life if ho hll.d dis?boyod. 

I 

Tho Court f ound the nocused Vi..NOZZI nnd Mi.SSI euilty nnd scntonood on.ch 
t o :iJnprisonment for life. POLCN! wns found not guilty. 

On 7 June 46 Ma jor Goncro.1 OLOWES, G6o No 3 Distriot, 
confirmed tho finding nnd sontonoo of the court, btt 
oanmutcd the s entences t o 12 ycors imprisonment in ' 
co.oh case. , 

• 
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Oross-exrunincd by POL<lTI' s lldvoco.tc, wi.tnoss sto.to<l thnt he did not aeo PO!mI 
o.t tho t:imc of the incident, nor for . some two or throe dnys llftcl"\·rords. 

,ifitnoss : the nocusea POLON~ . 

At tho timo of the inoidcnt witness Yms un lcnvo, hl\ving reoontly moved hia 
fnr.iily t o ASCOL! PICEMO. Ho first hcord of tho inoidont fran n militiruoo.n 
who visited him nt his homo tho.t night. 

I f 
• Other dof'cnoo witnesses · testified t o tho violonoo of '.l.1G.1.l:i&ROSS!.' a olw.rnotor ~nd 

t a tho fnot thnt ho was n°''{ \'tn.ntcd f'or murder. · 

Tho wii'o of' PQLONI a.nd o. friend testified tlw.t POLONI wn.s on leo.vo on "'the &;y of 
tho inoidcnt nnd thnt ho ·;,.ns with them the whole of the dny; the first they 
know of tho inoictcnt yin,s when t old by o. mili tirunnn rmo hnd 00010 t o suppor. 

· ,EPLCNI1 s Advoonte o.ddrcssed the Court, subnitting th.'.l.t it hr-il boon proved thnt 
V/J{OZZI fired t ho first series of shots anc.1 Hli.SSI tho sooond. It hod beon 
further proved th.£'.t POLC!U hnd not vi.sited the bo.rrnbks on tho do.y in quostion. 

I 

Tho Proscoutor Addrcttscd the Co\U't, submitting that it wns unlikely thnt n 
prisoner followed by n man ·with a. pistol would attempt t o osonpol }:i/..SSI WD.S 
tho only ·witnoss ')f the ariginnl shooting. • 

!!lo Leg{\l Mombor rulod tint, in view of Regulntion 8( ii) qf J.:rrrr1 Order 81 of 
1945, tho stntcmont of W.SSI Yro.s ndmissiblo ns cviclonoo o.gainst both MlJ3SI 
"..nd• ViiNNOZZI. 

Tho Prosooutqr pointed out th.o.t ,H.'.SSI, in his sto.t cmcnt mo.do no morition of tho 
o.t terrq>tod osoa.po. 

JfJ\SSI'o lefence ttns bnsed on oanpulsion nnd superior ordors. Tho 
Prooeoutor citecl pnrn 443, o.s ru:londod by ... \m:lt 34 of iLpril 194'1- , of Chnp Xrl of H?iL 
Superior Orders a.re no defence nnd Jt'.SSI must h,'\vo known thnt tho ordor wn.s 
wlnwful. 

Y/.NNOZZI' s counsel o.ddresscd tho Cour.t nnd citing pnro. 108 (o.) of Clnpt XIV ot 
MML aubnittod thnt the priso nor wn.s a.ttcmpting t o osoo.po, pointing out thnt if 
V/.NOZZf hod ,·fished to kill the prisoner he chose nn o.bsurd plo.cc; it wns 
however tho best pl.nee fC>r 0.11 cscl'.pe. 

H/iSSI' s counsel, citing' paro. 41+3 of Ohnpt XIV of MHL nskocl the Court t o ta.ke 
into consiclcro.tion the violent nature of tho militio. orgnniso.tion o.t thnt ti.ma; • 
n!.SSI 'woulcl probably have suffered with his lifo if ho hnd dis?boyod. 

I 

Tho Oourt found tho o.ocused VJ..NOZZI nnd JU .. SSI cuil:tY o.nd scntoncod onch 
t o imprisonment f or life. POLCN! wns fowp not guilty. 

On 7 June 46 J.{ajor Gcnorol OLOWES, G6c No 3 District, 
oonf'irmod tho finding nnd sentonoe of the oourt, hlt 
oarunutcd the sentences t o 12 years imprisonment in 
co.oh rose. 

J 

• 


