COLONEL DAVID D. BARRITT, Generel 8taff Corps, U. €. 8
Army, hcting I.ilitary Lttacte, Imbessy of t+e United < tates of »
americe, Nenking, C-ine¢, denoses &nd stetes es followss |

I was assistent I1ilitery Attecre of tre Ernbassy of tve
United € tates of irerice, Peiping, C-ine, in July 1937, My
cormanding officer, tre l'ilitary ﬂttec*e, wes Generel (tven
Colonel) Josep™ Y. Stilwell, On t*e morning of ¢ July 1937,
Colonel Stilwell dirccted me to proceed to V/enping»sion,
generelly referred to by “-e Cvinese e&s Lukouctino, & srell
welled city ebout ten miles southwest of Peiping near w-ieh
is loceted tve bridge commonly known as t-e "Kerco Polo Bridge."
Colonel Stilwell dirceted ne to investigete tre report on tre
situation at Wanping, £s “e¢ *ad been informed tvet 2 clas» *ad
teken plecc there t-e dey before betveen forces of t-e Crinese
29t» Army and Jepenese troops who “ed been conducting naneuvers
in t»e viecinity for scverel deys.

I arrived at 'znping ebout 0800, and found tve cast
gate sut and barriceded. Some small houses near t-c gete *ad
been derolis-ed, apparcntly by mortar fire fror. positions out-
side the towm. One or two sentrics were visible on t*re city
well, but t“erc werc no Chinesc soldiers or civiliens to be
seen o1 tside tve city. 4 sentry postecd on t:e weall above tre
gate s*outcd to me thet I could not enter tre city.

I tven welked around tre nort-eest corner of t-c city
well to tve Peking-Yankow reilway et & point approximately due
nort* of tve city., Twere I found e bettelion of Japenese
infentry esscrbled along t-c nort™ side of thre reilvey, A few
sentrics were posted along t»e top of t“€ reilway embenkment
observing tre city of lenping to t+e south. I observed one or
tvo dced Jepenesc soldicrs lying near t-e reilwey enbeniment,

Fror t*e Jepencse position bevind t-e reilwey erbenkment
I tvcn proceeded past t*e nort™west corner of t-c city wall.
and into Wenping t“roug» twc west gete w-ic» was s+ut, but not
barriceced, Soric Chinesc scntrics werec posted on t-e lierco
Polo Bridgc just west of t-¢ city end &t points near t*c ends
of t-c bridge,

Insidc t-c city, I visitcd t-e office of t*e ¥sien
Megistrete w-crc policc officiecls s™owed mc damage epperently
ceuscd by mortzr fire fror ovtside t-c wells, T%e police officiel
inforred me tret trc vsicen 1 egistratec wes in Peiping consulting
wit*» t-c neyor. T+c officiels geve me an account of w-et ‘ad
“appeneé since t-c¢ night of July 7-8, T-is account was sub-
stantielly t-c seric es t-et conteincd in t-c affidevits presented
by Genersl C-in To-chun end I.r, "leng Len-ctei, w-ich 1 have
read, I tren rcturncd to Peiping.

During t%c time I wes visiting trc city end adjecent
erecs, t-crc were only a for scettercd s'ots cxe*-enged between
C+inesc scntries on t-¢ wall end Jepencse troops be-ind tre
reilwty crbenknent,

On my rcturn to Pciping, I rcportcd to Colonel Stilwell
what I »zd obscrved substentielly es notcd ebove, and steted
tret es fer es I could detecrmince t-¢ cles» “ed becn On & Very
smell scale end wes not ncerly so scrious &s reny other claskcs
w-ic™ *2d occurred sincec Scpteiber 18, 1931, I furtrer stetced
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trat I believed t-c¢ incident could, eesily be settles 1 the
Jepencse rcelly so desired, es 1 d observed ebsolutely no
gigns of eny aggressive attitudc $n t-e part of t-e Chinese,

On ot leest five diffcrenﬂ}:ccesions between § July end
25 July, I visitcd Uenping, end or et lcest two of trese
occesions I cecompeni.d t-c hilitery &ttechc, Colonel Stilwell,
During twcsec visits, I observed cvidences of fig-ting on &
sr.ell scelc ncer VYenping belwecn C-inesc end Jepencsc forces,
but at no tire did I ectuslly scc eny suc» fig-ting eltrough
occesionelly I vcerd o few stots fircde It wes ny firm convic=-
tion during t-is pcriod tret tvc incident could “eve been
scttled et eny tirc thc Jepcnesc so desired, In meny discus=-
sions of t-c situstion bctwcen Coloncl £tilwell end myself,

wc egrccd tret we could sec no indicetions wratsoever t-et

t*e C-incsc would rcfusc e scttlement of t-c¢ incident, even if
it involvcd furt-cr cxtension of Jepencsc militery au%“ority

in Nort- Cvrine,

On or sbout 12 July, Coloncl Stilwcll end I werc informed
thet e scttlement of t+c incident »ad been or wes just ebout
to bc effcetcd end Jepencsc forees werc to bec witrdrewn from
neer Venping. Vc visited tienping on t“¢ porning of 14 July, e&nd
observed Jepencsc forecs £sscrbling on tvc roed at e point about
a mile cest of t“c city. ©Oorc of t-esc troops wecrc actvelly
rnoving cest on t-c rocd towerd Pciping. We visited Venping end
found 21l ouiet t-ecre. On our wey beel: to Peiping, “owever, we
obscrved thet t-c withdrewel of Jepenese forces toward t-c city
vad eppercntly bcen helted end we sow sore troops roving west
egein, Ve were et & loss to ¢xplein t-is appercntly sudden
devclopncnt as we »ed scen or veard not*ing in or near Lukouchiao
v ier would indicate any eggrevation of the situetion w-ich» %»ad
preveiled since the night of 7-8 Julye.

On thc morning of 28 July, T observed Jenenese plencs
ettecking en erca to t-e sout» ol thc city of Peiping., I esti-
mated this erce to bc tre Nenyuen kirficld, sbout ten miles south
of t-c city. Leter in tre dey, I observed Chincsc infentry
streggling in to t-c city slong th¢ strcet v-ic» runs to one of
trec getes lceding to the Nenyuven iirficld., Trcsc troops did
not eppeer to »avc been cngeged in ¢ nbet, but sonmct-ing vad
cvidently occurrcd w-ic» “-ed disrupt d tvcir normel nilitary
organizetion.

On or ebout 31 July, Colonecl Stilwell end I went outside
tre¢ gete of thc city trroug- wtic* t*c road runs to Nenyuan
Airficld., About ¢ milc southw of t*c gete, wc found rundreds of
deed bodics of nicn end *orscs ¢nd cuentitics of retericl lyving
on t-c rosd, indiceting t-et £ Crincsc unit “ed bcen ettacked
w~1ilc in elosc column. Numcrous woundcd, still elive, werc in
t-c ditercs on bot» sidcs of t-e¢ roed end in thc ncerby ficlds,
Pundrcds of cornscs, rotting in t-c swcr rcet, were still
jemmed in tv¢ trucks in wh-ich C-incse troops *&d becn riding
vhen t-c Jepenesc etteckeds It wes cvident tvet tvec Crincesc
unit *ed been trlen by surprisc ané Yed “ad no timc to dcploy.
Tdentificetion bedges on dced bodics indiceted trrt thc unit
wves t-c Spceizl Brigadc of tc 37t» Division, 29th LTrye.

is t-¢ Jepencse attack on Pciping on 28 July cemc from
t¥c sout™ end t-is Chincsc unit wes noving nort- whcn ettecked,
T belicve t-¢ Crincse troops “-ed no cggressive intcntions met-
socver end were scecking nercly to wit“drew witwin trc getes of
Pcipinge

I wes stetioncd in Ticntsin, C-ine, wit- t-c 15t* U.S.
Infentry, fror Octobecr 1931 to Octobcr 1954 during w-ic» period
I was e£ssignecd es Assistent Intclligcincec Of%iccr end Intclligence

Officer of tvc rcgimente I rcturncd to Chine egein in July 1936
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es issistent i'ilitery Atteerc of thc Embassy of t*¢ United Stetes
of inmcrice in Pciping, cnd “cve sfrved in China ever since. Tve
neturc of my dutics during trc three ycers I wes stetioncd in
Ticntsin, end during t-c yeer I gerved in Pciping prior to tre
Jepencse etteck on Venping, cffolgcd me an unusually fine
opportunity to obscrvc t-¢ conductNof Jepencsc troops in Cvina
during t*is pcriod. X

I econsider t*rt t ¢ corduct of t-c Jopencsc troops towerds
t~c C-incso during the period rcferrcd to wes arrogent end
offensive, end t-et t-cir retions in ueny instences constituted
en insult to and dircet violetion of t%c sovercign rig-ts of
tr¢ Crincsc netion,

During e ncriod of et leest seven deys, cit-er lete in
October or cerly in Noveinber of 1931, cles%cs oceurrcd in
Ticntsin betwecn Crincsc poliec end 5rpcncsc forccs strtioned
in trc city. Trec Jepencse elleged t-et t-c cles*cs werc provoked
by t“c ections of C-incsc nolicc stetioncd in en erce edjoccent
to thc Jepencsc corccssion in Ticntsine. I personelly obscrved
thc mcasurcs telkon by tvc Jepencsc as & result of t“c incident
end, in ny opinion, t%e¢y wcre fer nore scvere end on a much
lerger scelc tran {*c irportence of t»ec incident justified, At
onc timec during t-c period of tcnsion resulting from t-c ineident.
Jepencsce militery forecs were denloyced in & position from whkich
thcy could heve ettecked t-¢ lerge end importent cree of Ticnt-
sin knovn £s t*¢ C-incsc¢ City. T»c¢ Jepancse officer in commend
of t»c¢ forec dcrloyed inforncd mc et 1600 onc aftcrnoon twat
Jepencse forecs wovlé begin en etteck on t-c erca in question
at 1830, T-c atteck necver took nlecce 'y, I do not ¥now,

During t“c¢ first fcw decys of Jenuvery 1932, Jepencsc forces
ottacked end occupicd +-¢ city of f“-enhaikuen. f“c Jevenese
allcged they ved ettocked bececusc of cggressive actions on tre
part of Crincse foreccs stetioncd in Srenveikuen et trc time, 1
visited Svenreaikucn two or tyrec deys ¢fter t-¢ Jepencsc occupied
t“c city end redc ¢ carcful investigetion of thc situetion. I
was uneble to find eny definitc proof t-et C-incsc forecs “»ed
provokcd t*¢ ineident, Yerc egein tve ncesurcs teken by trce
Jepencsc eprneered to ne out of 21l proportion to t-c¢ importencc
of tvc incident itsclf, rcgerdlcss of tvc cruscs tcrcof.

In nmy opinion, t'c¢ ection of t-c Jepencsc 1n conducting
night mencuvers ncer Venning éduring t-c first weck of July 1937
wes doliberetcly provocativee T»C Jeprnesc could not but »ave
bcen eware of trc straincd rcletions then existing between Jepen
end C+ine, and of t%c c*ances for risunderstending end friction
w-1ich nigrt erisc dvring sue* nencuvers, Twe froet t-et pove-
rncnts of lorge Jepencse foreces from Monchurie to arces sout™
of t“¢ Great Yell begen wit»in ¢ pcriod of twenty-four “ours
oftecr tW( Jozpencese evteck ot Venving incvitebly suvggests t-et
t*c Wenping incident wes t-c cercfully prepercd cxcusce for tre
sccond stege of Jepen's unéceclared wer on C-ine, tr¢ first
§;2§C Yeving becen begun et I ukden on t-¢ night 17-18 Scptember

Subsecribed rnd sworn to hefore
nce tis ____ dey of Junc, 1946,

/s/ Dcvid D, Boerrctt
COLOM.L DAVID. D. BARLETT
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