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COLOHF.L DnVID D. EtR.~!TTJ G~heral Stntt Corps, U. S. 
Amyl J.cting I 111tar~· J..ttac"'e, aibessy of t"'e United rtates or 
amer cE, Nenl'ing , C'-i~r , de~os es end stetes es follo~s: 

I was nss i s t E nt J:i.li tc-n' .htt ec'"'e of t i- e Er:bessy of t""e 
United c t a tcs of i-J e r i c E" , P12iping C,,.. inEi , in July 1937 . Hy 
cor.mandine; of fic er, tl--e I i.l i tar~r 1. ttec"" e , wes Generel ( t"'en 
Colonel) J oscp'- ~I . Stil\/~ll o On t14 e morning of 9 July 1937, 
Colonel Stiluell d ir cc~ea me t o proceed to \/enping,,..sion, 
gcner&lly r ef erred t o b~· ~'~e. C""inesc c s Lukouc14 1no, e. sr:·ell 
\7allecJ city el:'out t ( n r. ile s soutl--\'.'eSt of Peiping near \'l'· ic'"' 
is loce.t E: d t "'e bridge commonl y knorm es t,...e "~~e rco Polo Bridge ." 
Colone:l Stilwell direct£d l tC to i nvestigete ti- e re port on t,...e 
situation at \'/anping , rs "- <:. "'ec1 bt.C'n informed t"" e t e clas"" ""ed 
t aken pl e cc t "'er e t~ e dey befor e bc~ ·ccn forc es of t'-e Cl-inesc 
29t""' .hn·1y end Jeprncse troops -.1""0 "'ed bc;.cn conducting caneuvcrs 
in t ,...e vicini t y for scv~rc l d~ys . 

I a r r i ved at ' fo nping about 0800 , and found t"" e: c:ast 
gat e s"'ut anc1 barricedcd . Sot.c suall l--ouscs near t' .. ~ getc "'ad 
been der olis""ed, apparcntl~' b" rnorter fir e fror·. positions out­
side t""e to,:m. One or t no sentries ·;1e: r c visible on t"-e city 
well , but t, er e '.'Jer e no Cl'· in€st soldi e r s or civilians to be 
s een Ol tside t,..c city. A sentry postod on t ""'e nc:ll above t-...e 
gate s"'ot1t cc1 t o r.ic t 14 a t I could not enter t ""'e city. 

I t,..en •:rc: lke:d around t'he nort""cast corner of t""c city 
\'/all to t'- e: Pekine - uankow rai1'.1t:.y c t a point appr oximately due 
l'\Ort"' of t"' e- city. T' .. e r e I found e. bl' t t el i on of Japenese 
infantr.r essc~bled along t"'c nort,· side of t"'c r~ ilvray . A few 
s entrie s were: posted along t""'e top of t'"~ rEilm~y embc.nkment 
observing t"'c. city of l.!e.nping to t'~c south . I observed one or 
t wo dct".d J epencsc soldiers lying m:·er t'·e: r c- ili7e.y erubc.nkment . 

Fron t,.. e J c pc:nese position be '-incl t 1·c re ilY1r ~r enbenkmcnt 
I t""cn proc eeded past t"" c nort'·1·1cst corner of t'·c city v:all. 
and into ''lenping t' .. rot1gr t,... c. ~·1c st gE. t t: •"T' .. ic"' \'18.S s'-ut , but not 
barricrc; ~a . Sor!c °'inc s c. s entries 1:tc r c posttd on t""c I ·c rco 
Polo Bridge just 'ilcst of t '· c city r nc1 £. t points near t'- c ends 
of t""c bridge . 

Inside. t'·c city, I vis i t cG t ""c office of t'-e t.rsien 
Megistre t c ~"" ere police officials s~o,t c d ~c danage rpparently 
ceuscd by ~ort:r fire fror ottsidc t~e wells . T~s police officiel 
inforr: cd mt: t"'et t"" c t·s1cn I q ;istret c. we s in Peiping consul ting 
\'Tit"' t'· c nr.yor . T"" c off iciels f;<:' V C l:lC an Bccount of v1,·et "'ad 
,.,e ppcncd stnco t'·c.. nif l"t of July 7- 8. T'-is account r,-1as sub­
stt1ntially t"" c ser.0 ~s t'~i t contr incd in t'·c e.ffid".vi ts presented 
by Gcner t. l C'· in To-chtm c:nd l.r . l7c-ng Lcn- c,,..ei, TT'· ic"' I "'ave 
rtad . I t~ cn r etur ned to Peiping . 

During t ,· c t i me I " lf: S vi s iting t,_,c city rnd adjacent 
v.rer.s, t '- c rc ·.1c r c only a f c"'· scrttcrc.d s' ots c.xc'·e.nged bct•:rcen 
C'-i nc. s c s cntriC::s on ti.... c. wall rnd J r ptnc se troops be'· ind t""e: 
r c. il17r.7 ~r.bc: nl.TKnt . 

On my r eturn to Pei pi ng , I r eported to Colonel Stilwell 
what I "'cd obs c;rvc.d substrntirlly a s noted &bove: , end stated 
tre. t e. s f c: r es I could d ctcrr~inc t ,..c. clr.s'"' ,..ed bc c.n cm e V€:ry 
strr 11 scal e end Y! c s not nc. c-.rl~' so s erious as I:.l:ny oth€:r clas,,...e:s 
w'- ic~ '-ed occurrc.d since. Sept er b~r 18 , 1931 . I furt~ or stetcd 
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t"t--at I bclic.vcd t'·c. incident could c£'sily be scttlc~-1~c 
J~pancsc r cc lly so dc.s irta , es I ied observed ebsolutoly no 
Si( nS Of e~· cg~r&ssiVC nttitudc ~n t~c part Of t"'e C~inese. 

On et l ee.st five diffcrcn .. occesions bctwocn 9 July nnd 
2~ July, I vi s1 t cd '.le npin3 , r.nd o1'et l ee.st two of t"'csc 
occesior.s I rccopprni ·.c t'- c l•. ilitE'ry .£.tte.c"'r , Colonel Stil\1£-ll . 
During t"'cs< visits, I obscrvc.d cvid~nccs of fig~ting on e 
st .£11 scelc nc.er ~rnp1~g bc.~ 1ccn c~inc s c. end Jep£nesc forces , 
but at no tip· o did I rctuc::.lly s ec E'.ny sue"- fig 1-ting 21 t"'oug"­
occe.s1onell:r I ~ ::r rd c f c~.·1 s'·ots fir cd o I t wes ry firm convic­
tion durinr t'· is ptr:lod t'"'rt t"" c incident could '"PVC been 
sc.ttlcd et r.ny ti1 ~c. t ·..,c. J .:-prncs c· so desired . In mcny discus­
sions of t'·c situe.tion bc.~wccn Colonel ~tilucll end mys0lf, 
we egrecd t "-r t n c.. colllC: sc.c no ind ications W'°E\tsocv cr t'·t t 
t"' c. Ql· incsc. '.'OUl c'l r efus e C. SC. ttlcrncnt Of t'·c incident, €.VCn if 
it involved furt•~n c:~tc.nsion of Jcpf' n<..sc. militerl' E:ut'--ority 
in Nort'· O·inr. 

On or rbout 12 July, Colonel Stllwc ll e nd I we.re informed 
t1-1et e. s c ttlc..mcnt of t,,.c i ncident ""ed been or we s just ~bout 
to be effcctc.d end Jeprncs c. forces vrc.rc. to be: wi t'hdrewn from 
ncr.r '.ianping . \'l c visi tc.d ··ir r.pinP- O'"' t•, c r.10r ning of 14 JuJ.y , end 
observed J rpEncsc forces rss crblin& on t"'c.. roPd nt e. point about 
a mile ce.st of t'· c. ci t~r . Sor.c. oi t'-csc troops \'1crc ectl!elly 
noving cest on t'·c ro£d to•1t rc1 Pc.iping . We visitE.d V'E'np1ng end 
found ~ 11 C'Ui ct t'·crc" On our •:rry beck to Pc.1p1ng, "-owcvcr, wc 
obs c.rvcd t '"e t t'-c wi tndrt-wsl of JE pcnesc forc £.s toward t"" c city 
'hod e. ppcrcntly been "-nl tcd t>nd \7C sc.w sor c troops r.:oving we.st 
r.gr.1n. v:e ,..,c. r E et £'. loss to c.xplein t'-is appercntly sudden 
d ev elopment c.s we '1--ci_d seen or l'-ccrd not"'ing in or neer Lul~ouc"'iao 
v1"'icl-i Y:ould indictitC eny eggrt.vetion of t"'c si tuetion w"" icn 'had 
prcvc ile:d since t'hc. nigl'lt of 7-8 JuJ.y·. 

On t\ ... c morning of 28 Ju.ly I obse rved J e p2nes£: plenes 
ct tacking r.n e.rcc to t 1·c. sout,.. of t"' c. city of Peiping . I esti­
mated t'"'is e r e:a to be t"'c. Ncnyue.n 1.irfic.ld, c.bout tc..n miles soutl-­
of t'~c city. Lt.t<..r in tl--c dey , I observe:d C"'incsc infr ntry 
strr.ggling in to t~ .. c city r.long t'· c strc,gt ,.,,_ ic,., runs to one of 
t-rc gv.tes l~Edinb t o t"" f. Ncnyt.~en J.irf'ic.l d . T,..cs c troops tlid 
not eppcDr to ""r-.v c been cngc.gcd in c r~br. t, but sor~C;t'·ing 'hed 
evid ently occurred v1'-- ic"" ,.,. tc1 <l isrupt d t"'cir normel nilitery 
orgoniz~tion. 

On or cbout 31 July, Colonel Stil'."!Cll ~nd I went outside 
tr c. gr.tc of t'""' c. city t"'roug"' '·''· ic'- t '-"e road runs to Ncnyuan 
.Airficld . hbout c: r. ilc s out"i of t'""c. rret c:. nc. found 'hundreds of 
deed bod i es of acn e-nd "'orsc. s l:nc1 cutmti tics of t.~tcricl lying 
on t~- c rocd, i nd icE'ting t'·ct < C"" tnc s c unit "'e.d be.. en ~ttacl<cd 
w'· ilc. in close colv.mno Nutlcrous yroundc..d, still r.livE:: , 11e:rc in 
t• ... c d i t c\. c s on bot"' sidc.s o~ t'·c l~ocd c-.nd in t""'o ncrrby fields . 
¥l.mdre:ds of corpsc.s , rotting i n ti..c siu·.r:cr ""c.r. t, tlc.rc still 
j rr.m.t..d in t""' <. tr·ucks in \'i'~ ic""' C' ... i ncs£ troops ~ E:'.d be.en riding 
~rcn ~·<.. J cpencsc ettrckcd . It vcs c.~id <..nt t\.ct t'-G Crincsc 
unit '-~d been ti l; E.n by su.rpris~ and re.a '-c.d no time to deploy. 
I d£.ntification br.dgcs on docd bocl.ics indicc: tc.d t l-!"t t•·c unit 
\-:t' S t1A c. Spcci~l Bri gndc. of t l-c. 37t "" Division, 29th l~rr:y . 

hS t'· c J r pr ncs€. r.ttc: cl~ on Peiping on 28 July Ct'r.lC from 
t rc. sout"" end t·· is c~ ... :l.nc s c. unit y1r s r-oving nort'"- t:"'cn c. ttE'ckcd , 
I b E.lic.v c.. t'· c O,incse troops ,.,rd no rggr cssiV( intc.ntions t1l-et­
socvc.r enc ,_·;ere. s cE:.king ucn .ly t o wi t'--drt.rr ···i t• .... :!n t"' e grtc s of 
Pc.iping . 

I vms stetioncd in Ticntsin , C'· inc rrit'- t'· c. 15t'- u.s. 
Inf', ntry , fror. October 1931 to Octobc:r 19~4 during w'· ic'" !)eriod 
I was ~ss igncd as lssistent Intcllig~nc c Oftic~r end Intelligence 
Officer Of t'-c r c.g imcnt . I returned to c~1n~ £ge1n in July 1936 
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£1.s J.s sis tent i ·111 tcry J.. tt;:c""c of t""c Er· bossy of t" c. Unitc.d Stetos 
of J.J ·cricP in Pc..ipin'~ , c nd '~eve. !2 frvc.rl in C'-ine ever sir.cc" T"-e 
neturc. of oy duti es d~rin~ t~c t""rce; yc.t:rs I wes stctioncd in 
Tic.nt!iin, and during t'·c yLrr I . c.rv1..d in Peiping prior to t~~ 
Jr prnc.sc. ettec!: on /<: np:f.ng, r ff o cd r:1c. r.n un'J '>Ually fine: 
opportunity to observe t'·'- CC\',<luc of' Jr pc nc.sc t:roops in C"'ina 
during t' is p~riod . 

I consider t'-tTt t,,..c. corduct of t 1-c. JrpE: nc.sc troops towrrds 
t 1-c. C .. incsc clt'.rint; tht pc..rioc1 r ef< rrc.d to '.lr.s crro~r nt end 
offcnsivt, rnd t•.,ct t'·Lir r ctions in 1 r.ny instr ncc.s constituted 
en inst-.1 t to end direct violr. tion of t'·c. sovc.rc.ign rig""ts of 
ti..c. C'""'irc.sc netionQ 

During c ~Lriod of ~t le.est seven deys, cit~cr letc in 
Octobc.r or er rly in i'ro,·, r.bc.r of 1931 clcs1 

.. c.s occurred in 
Tic.ntsin bc.t• .. cc.n c1· in·: s1.. police. end jrpE nc.sc forces str tionod 
in t""c city. T,..c J cpcncsc rllc.5cd t~rt t'- e clrs'-cs ~c. rc. provoked 
by t~c. cctions of G~incsc ~olic c stEtioncd in en rrcr edjcccnt 
to t~c Jrp:- nc sc co;·.coss ion in Tic.ntsin. I pcrsonr ll~r observed 
t""c. ticasurc.s tf!r::.n by t'-c. Jr pc nc sc. es r rcsul t of t'· c incitlcnt 
end, in ny opinion t"-cy '.Tc.re far norc sever(; Fnd on a muc" 
lrrgc.r scr.lc t'-en t'"c ir:portcncc:. of t'"'C incident justific.d . ht 
one. time during t'"'c. period of tc nsion rc...sul tint frorn t'"C incident. 
J E:.pc nesc. r:ili tl'ry forces ~xrc. dc)loycd in ~ position fror. u"-ic"" 

, t"-c.y could i...rvc. r.ttr. cl~cd t 1·c lrrf;c. ri1d importc-nt cre.e of Tic.nt­
sin Y.nor•n rs t""~ C'·ini:s < City. T1"C. J~nr.nc. sc officC;r in commend 
of t"-c. force. d'-ploycd infor~c.d me t:t 1600 one. eftc.rnoon t"'et 
J rprncsc forces v1ot-.lc bc.~in en c.ttC'ck on t'-c crc..n in question 
~t 1830 . T''<. l?tteck never took ulrcc . 1il'-y , I do not lrnow. 

During t'--c. firs~ f C.\'l drys of J r nuc:rt 1932, Jepe.nc.sc forces 
c.tt£1.ckod E:nd occupi ... d -:·~c. cit~, of (" '~en1"£. 1kuan. T"'c J~pe.ncs(. 
allc.gc.d ti...cy "-ed cttac~cd bcccusc of rggrcssivc cctions on t"'E 
pert of c~1:-i~sc forces stl'tionc.d in 6"'cn'"nikuen e.t tl--c timG. I 
visi t c.d S'-1:n'""'r.i kur.n V 10 or t'- re. c drys ~ ftcr t 1·c Jr pcncs\: occupied 
t'"'c city r:id r·?.d1.... r careful invcst:ter tion of t,...c. siturtio!l. I 
'7as unebl(.. tc f :l.nd r.ny dcfini t c. proof t'· Et Cl--ir.c.sc. forces "'c.d 
provoke.cl t'·<.. l nc:ldcnt . rc.r'"' ff(Ein t"" '"' T.C.C'SUTCS tr1"cn by t'"'C 
J eptnc..sc. rp!'c...rr'""d to r.1(. out of rlJ. proportion to t'·c:: i r.1portr>ncc. 
of t'-c incident itself, rc.g~rdlcss of t'-c. crusc.s t~crcof . 

In r.iy opinion, t' c r>ction of t•~c. Jr pc ncsc in conducting 
n1cr.t mrnc.uv( r s n c.c. r ~ · [ npinf, curing t''C first ':Tl ck of July 1937 
we:s d\'..libc.rct(ly provoc~tivc.. T"' c J cpr-ncs c could not but r.evc 
be.en r>·:re1r·c. of t"'c strr.ir:cd l~ c.1r tions ·~i'lcn existing betuE:en Jepen 
end C~inr, end of t,_,c c'·c-nccs for r isW1cc.rstrnding ~nd friction 
\·1'·ic~ t1igrt cri sc. dt•rine; sue'· i::c:nc.nv1,.;r s, T""c f r' ct t'-r.t r..:ovc-
nc nts of l~rgc J rpr ncsc forces froa !knc'""'uric to ere.cs sout'-
of t'-c Gre:r.t r;E'.ll bc.gr.n trit"in <: period of trr(.nty-four "'ours 
~ftc; t""( J:.. p~n~ s .... r.ttr cl' t. t f'cnping inc.vi t rbly svggcsts t'-r.t 
""'c.. Ir npi ng inc1dc.nt '7c>.s t''C cc rc.full~, pr e.ipr. r.:d excuse. for tl-c 
sc.,co:1d st~gL. of Jcpr.n' s unO.\" clr.rc.d wcr on C'' inri ti-.: first 
strg c ~cving be.en begun et tukdcn on t i...~ nig"'t 7-18 Stptc.mb&r 
1931 . 

Subsczj bcd rnd snorn to bl'.....?orc 
r.ic t ...... is __ de-~· of June , 1946 . 

Isl Dr.vid D. B~rTctt -....;...::;---..,,,...,.. 
COLO,D_L DbV lD. D. DAI\I.ETT 
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