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MILITARY COURTS FOR THE TRIAL OF WAR CRIMINALS

D.J.A.G’s Case No...19/837. ...

Name of Accused
(including Rank, if any)

Arm or Former Arm of
the Service

Age Date and Place of Trial

Wechmeister Micheel KRIFPPS

Germen Netionsl

1 end 2 April 1946. BOLOGNA

Leonherd MOSER
Rudolf MORANDELL — - —
Josef TRIBUS Itslien Notionels) Convened by
Josef SCHENK ) i
Commender, No. 2 District, QMF.
CHARGES
JOINT CHARGE, COMMITTING A WAR CRIME in thet they nesr RONCEGNO in or sbout the

month of Msrch 1945 in violation of the laws
snd usages of war were concerned in the
killing of 8 British Officer believed to be
Ma jor J.P, WILKINSON, RA.

President and Members of the Court (except Legal Member)

dudpecdaocade /Legal Member

Lwolo N.Gb wm R.A.SQCC NDJOI' LJ- mT’ R.‘l
Major J.J.C. CAMP RASC.
Solioitor-
Pleaded Finding
KRIPPS  Guilty
All eccused. MOSER Guilty
MO Not Guilty
Not Guilty TRIBUS Not Guilty
SCHENK Nok Guiliy
Sentence and Minute of Confirmation
KRIPPS end MOSER Findings sand sentences confirmed by Supreme Allied

Desth by Shooting,

Commsnder, Mediterrsnesn Thestre, 13 Msy 1946, who
commited KRIPP's sentence to 17 yesrs imprisonment
and MOSER's sentence to 7 yesrs imprisonment.

When and where Promulgated :—

29 May 1946 (both sccused)

Date of Receipt To whom sent

Date sent Purport

Wi, 25709/6800 000 9/45 KJL/iv9d4 Gp. 38,3




GENERAL <EPORT ON THE PROCEEDINGS
WAR CRINES TRIAL
Held at BOLOGNA

on
1 = 2 Apr 46

ACCUSED : Michael KRIFFS
Leonhard KOSER
Rudolf LIORANDELL
Jogef TRIBU
Josef SCHENK,

CHARGE :<JO:J.IITTI1:G A VAR CRIME

in that they near RONCEGNO, in or about the month
of March, 1945, in violation of the laws and usages
of war, were concerned in the killing of a Dritish
Offieer, believed to be Major JP VILKIVSON, RA.

PLEA : All Accused - Not Guilty

PROSECUTION :

o

The Prosecuting Officer, in his opening address, after reflerring
to the Lovis .and Usages of War expounded in Chapter XIV 1AL, briefly detailed
the facts of' the case.

Early in March 1945 a patrol of thirty or forty men of 8 Coy 2 Bn
Police Regt SCHLANDERS, under the command of Lt NAVJOK, was in operations
against partisans in the hills, On or about 10 iarch a Section under KRIFPPS
comprisingdewn men, sighted a man coming out of a cave, dressed in civilian
clothes and carrying an automatic weapon, A socond man dressed in civilian
clothes, who is now imoin to have been going under the name of 'liajor FRECCIA',
was then sighted : when the man was about siity metres away KRIFPS shouted to
him to put his hands up and to come to him, The man raised his Yeft hand and
made as if to put his right hand in his pocket, The evidence as to whethor™ the
man attempted to escape was inconclusive, KRIP®S gave th order to fire and
MORANDELL fired one shot bringing the man down, The wounded man was then
searched and found to be in the possescion of a pistol, live hand grenades
and various documents. KRIPPS then ordered MOSER to shoot him, saying that
he was a bandit., MOSER carried out this order,

15t Witness : Revieroberwachtmeister KRONTHALER

Witness was medical orderly to Lt MAVJOK's patrol, Four or five
days after the event KRIFPS had told him that the victim had turned and run
away, Vhercupon XKRIPPS had given the order to fire, after his ovn Tommy gun
had Jaymed, It was later learned that the man was a British liajor
WILKINSON, I'n re-examination vitness stated it would have been possible to
carry the wounded man back to the vatrol's laager area,

2nd Witness DALLA VIA -

Witness was a partisan and knev 'FRECCIA', He had friends in the
TRENTINA police, who were a mixture of Cermans and Ttalians commanded by
German officers and was told that 'FRECCIA' had been shot by them, 'IRECCIAY
dressed in civilian clothcs. Other witnesscs testified to the finding of
FRECOIA's body about 6 kilometres from the villAge, wherc a doctor was
available : it would have been possible to not a cart to the spot,
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Statement by Accused KRIFPS

In his statement produced to the Court XRITPS said that
when the ran twrned to run away he tried to fire but his gun jammed,
lic did not order anyone elsc to fire, and although h® heard shots
he did not know who fired them, The man fell, When he found two
grenades in the man's rucksack he said 'This man is a partisan',
wheroupon MOSER fired morc shots, !xdlling him, On returning to the
spot with the patrol, after hn.\,'j.'niT reported to Lt MAVJIOK, they were
fired on b- partisans, Ity then that KRIPPS learned that the
dead man was a British Odlcer.

Statement by accused NHORANDELL

In his statement produced to the Court MORANDELL stated that
'hen the man turncd to run awvay, KRIPPS gave the order 'fire' and he fired
shot bringines ‘the man down,  After searching the man "RUIVPS said he
was a bandit and had to be shot,

Statement by Accused MOSER

In his statemont handed to the Court H0/TR stated that the
patrol orders were to arrest partisansiif they attempted to escape they
were to be shot, then challenged the man turncd and ran avay, Aftoer
the man had been shot down IRIPPS ordercdlQ LR to shoot him, saying that
if he did not he would be reported for disobedience,

\

The ramaindor of the accuscd, in statements handed to the
Court, bore out the facts as detailed by the prosccutor in his oponing
address, maintaining that the man' turned to run away before being shot
dovin and stressing the operationsl nature of the patrol and the danger
from partisans,

The Defence

ist Witness : KRIFPS

Witness stated that the patrol ordurs were that all civilians
who were suspicious or who ran avay vere to be shot, 1is words after

the man had been shot down by MNORANDELL were 'Hu is a bandit and will
be shot'.

Ques tioned bv the Cowrt KI1IPP said he thought the man was
bevond medical aid after the first shot.

2nd Witness : ..OSER

Witness maintained he received a dirvet order from KRIPPS
to shoot the man, He accepted IRIPPS' word that he was a bandit,
i\
The remainder of the accused, in evidence, corroborated
that their orders vera to take offensive action against peptisans and
to shoot all those¢ who resisted or rofused to surrender,

6th Vitness Oberst Dietrich BIELITZ

Witness was senior staff officer on KES IIRING'S staff. He
produced a statement sotting out the orders is:mo:r. by XKESSELRING in 194k
desiged to combat the inereasing dangoer from rartisans : all com.anders
were to take immediate and severe Action apgainst partisan uprisings,
all captured partisans were to be executed without trialj feilure to
take these measures on the part of, comasanders might be in itself a
capital off'ence. ’
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Statement by Accused KRIFPS

In his statement oroduced to the Court IRI™PS said that
when the man turned to run away he tricd to fire but his gun Jommed,
lic aid not order anyone els¢ to fire, and although he heard shots
he did not know who fired them, The man fell., When he found two
orenades in the man's rucksack he said 'This man is a partisan’,
whercupon MOSER fircd more shots, killing nim, On returning to the
spot with the patrol, after having revorted to Lt MAVJOK, they were
fired on b- partisans, It was then that KRIFPS lcarned that the
dead man was a Dritish Off'icer, |

Statement by accused HORANDELL

: In his statement produced to the Court MORANDELL stated that
when the man turned to run away, KRIPPS gave the order 'fire' and he fired
a shot bringing ‘the man davn, Aftor searching tho man ‘RIVES said he
wags a bandit and had to be shot,

Statement by Accused MOSIR

Tn his statement handed to the Court HOIR stated that the
patrol orders were to arrest partisansiif’ they attempted to escape they
were to be shot, When challenged tne man turncd and ran avay, After
the man had beon shot down FRIPPS ordercdlD ER to shoot him, saying that
if he did not he would be reported for disobedicehce, X

The romainder of tho accused, in statements handed to the
Court, bore out the facts as detailed by the proscoutor in his oponing
gddress, maintaining that the man’ turned t» run away before being shot
dovn and stressing the operationzl naturc of the patrol and the danger
from partisans, , :

The Defence

1st Witness : QRIFPS

Witness stated that the patrol orders were that all civilians
who were suspicious or who ran avay wure to be shot, 1lis words after

the man had been shot down by MORAMDELL were 'Ho is a bandit and will
be shot'.

Ques tioned b:,;' the Court KIIPPS said he thought the man vas
beyvond medical aid aftur the first shot, ‘

2nd Witness : : OSER

Witnesa maintained he received a diregt order from KRIPPS
to shoot the man, He accepted KRIPPS' word that he wes a bandit,

The remainder of the accused, in evidence, corroborated
that their orders werg to take offonsive action against peptisans and
to shoot all thosc who resisted or refused to surrender,

6th Vitness Oberst Dietrich DUELITZ

Witness wos senior staff officer on KES ULAING's staff. He
produced a statement sotting out the orders issued by KESSELRING in 1944
designed to combat the increasing danger from partisans : all com.anders
verc to take immediate and scverc action against portisan uprisings,
all captured partisans were to be executed without trialy feilure to
take these measures on the part of, comanders might be in itsclf a
capital offence, : :
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Statement by Accused KRIFPS

In his statement produced to the Couwrt (RIPPS said that
when the man turned to run away he tried to fire but his gun jammed,
lie did not order anyone elsc to fire, and although h® heard shots
he did not know who fired them, The man fell, Whon he found two
grenades in the man's rucksack h¢ said 'This man is a partisan',
wheroupon MOSER fired morc shots, killing him, On returning to the
spot with the patrol, after having rcevorted to Lt NAVJOK, they wore
fired on b partisans., It vas then that KRIPPS lecarned that the
dead man was a British Off'icer, ' |

Statement by accused HORANDELL

4 In his statement produced to the Court LORAMNDELL stated that
when the man turned to run away, KRIPPS gave the order 'fire' and he fired
a shot bringinz ‘the man down,  Aftor searching the man RIPPS said he
was a bandit and had to be shot,

Statement by Accused MOSER

In his statement handed to the Court ((0/ZR stated that the
patrol orders were to arrest partisans:if' they attempted to cacape they
were to be shot, Ve challenged the man turned and ran avay, Aftor
the man had been shot down FRIFPS ordercdlD LR to shoot him, saying that
if he did not he would be reported for disobedience,

The remainder of the accused, in statements handed to the
Court, bore out the facts as detailed by the prosceutor in his opching
address, maintaining that the san® turned to run away before being shot .
down and stressing the operational naturce of the patrol and the danger
from partisans, 3

The Defence

1st Witness : KRIPPS

Witness stated that the patrol orders were that all civilians
who were suspicious or who ran eway wore to be shot, IHis words af'ter
the man had been shot down by MNORAMDELL were 'Hu is a bandit and will
be shot'. .

Questioned by the Court KRIPPS said he thought the man was
beyond medical aid aftur the first shot,

2nd Witness : :OSER

Witness maintained he received a dircet order from ARIPPS
to shoot 'the man, He accepted KRIPPS' word that he was a bandit,

The remainder of the accused, in evidence, corroborated
that their orders were to take offensive action against poptisans and
to shoot all ‘thosc who resisted or refused to surrender,

6th Vitness Oberst Dictrich BLELITZ

Witness was senior staff officer on KES.ILRING's staff., He
produced a statement sotting out the orders ipsued by KESSELRING in 1944
designed to combat the inereasing danger from vartisans : all con.anders
verc to take immediate and soverc action apainst partisan uprisings,
all captured partisans were to be executed without trialy feilurc to
take these measures on the part of, comanders might be in itsclf a
capital offence. :

/to shett throe sesecee




The Defending Advocatu for KRIPPS addressed the Covrt pointing out
the dangerous nature of' the operation ih which tho patrol was cngpged and the
clear and decisive orders passed dovn from higher authority for dealing with
partisans, The accused vas entitled to believe 'FRECUIA' was a partisan
since ne wore civilian clothes : subscquently larg storcs of arfls were
found in the arca vhere the victim vias shot,

The defending Advocate for OR.IDELL addresscd the Court, pointing
out that in the rirst instance he fired under orders in orxder to effcet the
arrest of an escaping nartisan and that in the seoond shooting incident, he
had no part whatover, {

The Defending Advocate for 1iOSER adéressed the Court, poinging out
WOSER's extreme youth, that hc acted on FRIPPS orders and that he admitted
no wrong in German Law,  Tiu submitted that 'FUCIIA' had lost all right to
rrotection by being dressed as a civilian, :

The Court corsidered its finding and sentcnce :

KRIPPS Guilty Death by shooting
1MOSER Guilty Death by shooting
1MORANDEL © Not Guilty
TRIBUS Not Guilty
SCHENK Not Guilty.

On 13 May 46 the Supreme Allied Commander conf'irmed the finding and
sentence of the Court but cammuted the sentences of death passed on KRIFFS
and MOSER to, in the case of KRIFFS seventeen years imprisonment, and, in

_ the case of MOSER seven years imprisomment.




The Defending Advocate for KRIPTS addressed the Court pointing out
the dangerous nature of the operation ih which the patrol was cngpged and the
clear and decisive orders passed dovn from higher authority for dealing with
partisans, The accused was entitled to believe 'FRECUIA' was a partisan
sincc ne wore civilian clothes : subsequently larg storcs of arfs were
found in the arcea vhere the vietim was shot,

The defending Advocate for [ORAIDELL addrossed the Court, vointing
sut that in the first instance he Tired under orders in order to cffcet the
arrest of an escaping rartisan and that in the seoond ghooting incident, he
had no part whatover,

The Defending Advocate for 140SER adéressed the Court, poinging out
WOSER's extreme youth, that he acted on IRIFPS orders and that he admitted
no wrong in German Law, He submitted that 'FCCUTIA' had lost all right to
proteetion by being dressed as a civilian, :

The Court considered its finding and sentonce :

KRIPES Guilty Death by shooting
1405ER Guilty Death by shooting
1ORANDELL Not Guilty
TRIBUS Not Guilty
SCHENK Not Guilty.

On 13 May 46 the Supreme Allied Commender confirmed the finding and
sentence of the Court but commuted the senterces of death passed on KRIFFS
and MOSER to, in the case of KRIFPS seventeen years imprisonment, and, in
the case of MOSER seven years imprisonment. '




