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Q ·,Yero you not r esponsibl e for the rules, the order s and the 
act ion taken which led t o the sentences of execution or 
imprisonment of American fliers since 7 December 1941? 

h Of course I am r esponsible for army orders and regulations. 

~ You mean for such orders and r egulationa? 

A ~ell , I am not just sure what ones you refer to. I don't 
r emember any r egulations particul arly directed against 
fliers before 18 October 1942 when Japan was raided by 
American fliers . There may have been some before that, but 
I don't remember clearly. I do r emember that there were some 
afte r that. 

Q. For what actions taken at that time or afte.rwards in this con­
nection were you r esponsible? 

A The raid on 18 October 1942 was contrary to international law. 
It was not against troops but against non-combatants, primary 
school student s , and so forth. We knew this and, since this 
was not permitted by international law, it was homicide 
Csatsu-jin) . Jape.n acted on this concept and I ordered (kaketa) 
courts martial (gunritsu kaigi), or at least they were just 
abbut like courts martial. You probably won't be able to 
understand this unless you understand something about Japanese 
feelings at this time. This was the first time Japan had been 
bombed , and it was a great shock. Public f eeling ran very 
high. Now, of course, since the indiscriminate bombing of 
rnediwn and small cities which were undef ended and the use of 
the atom bomb, all things which are not permitted under intel'­
national law, t he tragic spectacle of this country today 
makes this first raid look like a very small thing 0 but it was 
a great shock to the people at the time. 

Q. And the extreme punishments meted out to these first fliers 
wer e mainly given as a deterrent to prevent future raids

0 
were 

they not? 

A Yes, they wer e for that reason. There was a demand from 
Imperial Headquarters. The Al1DY Chief of Staff came to me 
directly and demanded severe punishment for the fliers. 

Q lho wae the ,\miy Chief of Staff? 

A. $ GIYAblA 0 
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G. i'llrn t d:.c you say in reply, 'lnd \that did you do as a resu1 t of 
t his request'' 

A I issued this or der. It was an order for milit ary admini s­
t r ation. As to the f orm, I am not posit ive whet her t he order 
was issued over my name or by Imnerial Headquarters, but no 
mat t er who issued it, I em rosponslble for ito 

~ Nho el se f r om I mperial Headquar ters was t he Chief of Staf f 
speaking for when he mnde the re'!uest that he did of you f or 
t his punishment? · 

A He came on his own r esponsibility, not representing anyone else. 
I remember t his because the Chief of St aff didn' t often come to 
me di rect l y abcut t hings . 

~ Did you receive any order from t he Jihperor in this connection, 
or di scuss t he motter wi th him or report to him before taking 
the acti on that you did? 

A The Emperor is not relat ed at all t o t his problemo ~hen the 
r eport of t he court mart ial cwne from China to t he Chi ef of 
staff and t o myself, the ver dict , as I recall i t, was thot all 
ei ght men wer e t o be executed. The Chi e f of Staff came to 
me and demanded that the find i ngs of t he court be car r i ed outo 
I knewo however, of t he Emperor ' s benevol ence and 0 with that 
in mind, and because of his feelingso wished t o have only the 
mini.mum number of mon executed o Therefor e , it was decided that 
only the t hree who hod kill ed primary school s tudent s would 
r eceive the dea t h penal t y o This was discussed with t he Emperor, 
since the Emperor iu Japan is the only one who can comnute a 
sentence , and it \7llB decided that way. That 0 4 e poi nt wa s 

t he Emperor ' a only relat ion to t he t hing. 

~ So t he Emoeror reviewed all eight cases and conmuted t he death 
penalt i es from eight t o t hroe? 

A No , he didn ' t review them. I n Japan, courts martial have only 
one hear ineo That i s because of t heir mil i tary charact e r . 
Ordinary trialo have th~ee hearings. 

Q On w~t basis did the Emperor t ake t his action? Did you 
propose i t? 

A Yes, I did o I~ was on my resoonaibil ity as adv i ser to the 
Throne, b~t the commutation was t he Emperor ' s because of the 
f~ t that t he fmpcror is i nvariably benevolent . 
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Q Was not t his order, which 1t'BS issued by you for t~e trial and 
punishment of these fl iers, an ex post f acto l aw? 

A Yes, it was. 

~ Then the order of occurrences was ae followsa the r aid, the 
capture of the fliers, the order which you issued, the trial, 
and t he executions? 

A Yes. 

Q And the order that you iestJ.eq provided for the trial and 
punishment? 

A Yes, it was the basis. However, the order, in turn, ms based 
on the fact of the raid. Of course the order was not an order 
to execute eight men, it Vias an order whereby trials could be 
held based on the jt'aot of t he raid. 

~ · So that, as t he result of the raid, this order or l aw was 
promulgated by you and made retroactive to the date of the raid? 

A Yes. 

• ••• 
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~ Was not t his order. which was issued by you for the trial and 
punishment o t these fliers . an ex post f acto l aw? 

A Yes, it was. 

~ Then the order of occurrences was as follows• the r a id, the 
capture of the fliers, the order which you issued, the trial , 
and t he executions? 

A Yes. 

Q. And the order t hat you iss4-eq provided f or the trial and 
punishment? 

A Yes , it was the basis. However, the order, in turn, was based 
on the fact of the raid. Or course the order was not an order 
to execute eight men, it was an order whereby trials could be 
held based on the ffact of t he raid. 

Q · So that, as t he result of the raid, t his order or l aw was 
promulgated by you and lllQde retroactive to the date of the rai d? 

A Yes. 

• • • • 
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Q, Did not the he.:e s ot t.. e :;a:r i<"''..111 t>ri 1on ce:·1;-s ha v ,o, t o ;rs:i~~e a 
monthly r epor t t o t he. l~i~. itary B•.ll 'eau wit h r sGpect t o t he 
prisoners under the i r car e i n cnnncct i on wit h ~~C'<l , heal th , 
labor , and so for th? 

A I th ink they d id on a basis of r egula tions . This i s a r ct!tine 
matt er . 

~ And those r eports wer e consolidated , ~~re they not , and s ent to 
the Viar Minister? 

A The. War Minister r ecei ve i ~ . t~ck of papers about a foot and a 
half high each day , and I surpose tnat was BIIPng them. 

~ You do know, do you not , that those r eports wer e compiled and 
forwarded to the Wor Minister? 

.A. The extracts wer e pr obably r eported on at the meetings of t he 
bureau chiefs which t ook place. twice weekl y . 

Q, Vias the matter of the death r at e from malnutrition , and other 
causes , shown by these r eports discussed at these meetings? 

A Yes , it ~as , and I paid particular attention to it . The 
r esponsibility for these matters belongs t o the army comman­
der s in the field. However , when they couldn ' t fulfill the ir 
r E.sponsibilities , they \\oul d make r equests of the Viar Ministry . 
These r equests crune t o thE. ch i ef of the Militar y Affa irs Bureau 
and , after consultation bet\';een t he letter and the commander s 
in the field , the War Ministry would take action either by 
s ending f ood , or some other mea ns . 
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